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"  Though  perils  did 
Abound  as  thick  as  thought  could  make  'em,  and 
Appear  in  forms  as  homd ;  yet  my  duty. 
As  doth  a  rock  against  the  chiding  flood, 
Should  the  approach  of  this  wild  river  break, 
And  stand  unshaken  yours."  —  Shakspeabe. 

"  •  Am  I  alone,'  said  Oscar,  '  in  the  midst  of  a  thousand 
foes  ? — Many  a  spear  is  there,  many  a  darkly  rolling  eye ! — ShaU  I  fly  to 
Ardoen? — But  did  my  fathers  ever  fly? — The  mark  of  their  arm  is  in  a 
thousand  battles.  Oscar,  too,  will  be  renowned. — Come,  ye  dim  ghosts  of 
my  fathers,  and  behold  my  deeds  in  war!  —  I  may  fall,  but  I  will  be 
renowned  like  the  race  of  the  echoing  Morven !'  "  —  Ossian. 
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CHAPTER   I. 

Several  months  now  passed  away,  and  no 
material  occurrence  of  a  domestic  nature  inter- 
rupted the  operations  of  war.  Antonio  had  again 
signalized  himself  in  two  important  battles,  and 
was  so  fortunate  as  to  take  prisoner,  with  his  own 
hands,  one  of  the  principal  noblemen  of  the  opj^o- 
site  party.  This  last  act  of  bravery  added  a  lustre 
to  his  reputation  beyond  his  most  sanguine  hopes ; 
but  in  the  midst  of  his  fortunate  career,  he  re- 
ceived the  tidings  of  the  Duke  of  Alva's  resigna- 
tion, and  his  recall  to  Spain. 

This  circumstance  determined  him  to  take  the 
opportunity  to  solicit  leave  of  absence,  particu- 
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larly  as  Lucilla,  in  a  recent  letter,  informed  him 
that  her  dear  father,  as  she  styled  her  protector, 
was  in  ill  health,  and  drooped  considerably ;  he 
therefore,  agreeably  to  his  design,  made  applica- 
tion, and  succeeded,  to  the  great  joy  of  Carlos, 
who  began  to  be  fatigued  with  the  dissensions 
and  slaughter  that  scattered  ruin  and  desolation 
throughout  the  Netherlands. 

Don  Gracia  was  no  less  pleased  with  the  ar- 
rangement, "  for,"  added  he,  in  his  remarks  upon 
the  subject,  "  I  have  my  apprehensions  that  some- 
thing material  threatens  my  peace,  if  not  my 
liberty,  as  the  king,  in  his  last  letter  to  my  father, 
peremptorily  commands  him  to  present  himself 
at  Madrid,  attended  by  his  son,  Don  Gracia.  I 
know  not  to  what  part  of  Spain  you  are  going, 
but  the  Duchess  of  Alva  is  not  unacquainted  with 
the  circumstance  that  cemented  our  esteem  and 
friendship ;  and,  indeed,  the  duke  has  not  been 
backward  in  naming  your  magnanimity  and  splen- 
did abilities  to  her.  She  is  a  woman  of  noble 
sentiments,  and  loves  her  children  to  excess ;  she 
therefore  feels  a  natural  desire  to  see  the  generous 
hero  that  preserved  her  son's  life  at  the  risk  of 
his  own,  and  to  evince  her  gratitude  by  showing 
him  a  proper  degree  of  respect  when  opportunity 
offers :    that   period  is  now  arrived,  and  I  am 
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proud  to  say  that  I  have  leave  from  the  duke  to 
inti'oduce  you  to  her,  and  to  solicit  your  company 
thither  as  a  favour." 

Antonio  was  not  a  little  flattered  by  these 
marks  of  distinction  from  Don  Gracia  and  his 
family,  and  said — 

"  Although  Madrid  is  not  my  proper  route,  yet 
it  would  seem  but  mere  ostentation  in  me  to 
refuse  an  invitation  coming  from  a  grandee  of 
Spain,  and  whose  generous  profusion  has  already 
overrated  my  youthfid  valour ;  but,  my  dear  Don 
Gracia,  I  must  exact  from  your  obliging  friend- 
ship a  promise,  that  I  shall  be  at  liberty  to  depart 
as  soon  as  the  common  rules  of  etiquette  allow, 
as  I  shall  be  anxious  to  reach  the  place  of  my 
destination  as  early  as  possible." 

Don  Gracia  acquiesced  in  this  request,  assuring 
him  that  he  would  feel  himself  perfectly  at  home, 
and  unrestrained  by  disagi'eeable  ceremonials. 

A  month  after  this  period,  the  Duke  of  Alva 
and  suite,  with  several  other  persons  of  distinc- 
tion, embarked  for  Spain ;  and,  after  a  pleasant 
voyage,  landed  at  Biscay,  whence  they  proceeded 
to  Madrid;  and  Antonio  had  the  satisfaction  of 
once  more  beholding  a  city  that  surpassed  any 
place  of  the  kind  he  had  seen. 

Antonio  had  been  two  years  and  a  half  in  the 
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Netherlands;  and  though  he  could  not  applaud 
the  rigorous  proceedmgs  of  the  Duke  of  Alva 
during  his  stay  there,  yet,  as  a  patron  to  himself, 
he  had  acted  with  the  liberality  of  a  cordial 
friend ;  as  such,  he  deemed  it  prudent  as  well  as 
just,  to  neglect  no  opportunity  of  showing,  by  his 
behaviour,  the  high  sense  he  entertained  of  the 
powerful  support  he  had  given  him. 

Our  hero  was  not  one  who  could  be  viewed  with 
indifference ;  his  face,  person,  and  address  were 
altogether  striking  and  graceful,  while  his  achieve- 
ments, in  this  martial  age,  had  fixed  his  fame  on 
the  solid  basis  of  perpetuity.    The  duchess  there- 
fore received  him  with  marked  respect,  and,  by  a 
polite  familiarity,  relieved  him  from  that  restraint 
natural  to  a  young  man  on  his  first  introduction 
to  a  woman  of  exalted  rank.    Om*  hero,  it  may  be 
imagined,  was  not  a  little  gi'atified  by  a  reception 
so  kind  and  honourable ;  he  was  likewise  equally 
pleased  to  observe  that  the  duke,  in  his  behaviour 
to  his  family,  discovered  nothing  of  that  fierce 
and  vindictive  disposition  that  distinguished  his 
government  in  the  Netherlands ;  the  truth  is,  the 
duke  was  attached  to  Philip  fr-om  principle,  not 
interest;   he    considered   it   an   imperative  duty 
to  punish,  in  the   most  exemplary  manner,  all 
those  who  conspired  against  the  honour  of  the 
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crown,  or  invaded  the  rights  of  the  sovereign ; 
but  in  private  life  he  was  a  tender  husband,  a 
good  father,  and,  to  those  whose  cause  he  es- 
poused, a  steady  friend  and  a  liberal  patron. 
The  dereliction  of  his  son,  Don  Gracia,  from 
rectitude,  touched  hirn  nearly,  jiarticularly  as  he 
saw  no  way  of  compromising  the  affair.  Don 
Gracia  was  decidedly  determined  not  to  v.ed  the 
lady,  and  Philip  was  as  obstinately  resolved  to 
enforce  his  obedience,  either  by  mild  or  com- 
pulsive methods. 

Adelaide  had  been  secretly  attached  to  Don 
Carlos ;  but  when  that  pnnce  was  lost  to  her,  she 
readily  transfeiTcd  her  affections  to  Don  Gracia, 
whose  fatal  love  and  subsequent  neglect  at  length 
roused  her  mind  to  resentment,  and  she  revenged 
the  affront,  (with  a  view  to  compel  him  to  do  her 
justice,)  by  placing  the  letter,  which  contained  his 
promise  of  marriage  to  her,  in  the  way  of  the 
queen ;  her  majesty,  as  she  foresaw,  inteiTogated 
her  closely  upon  the  subject,  and  Adelaide,  with 
much  seeming  concision,  and  with  tears,  indeed, 
of  real  contrition,  acknowledged  her  departme 
from  virtue,  and  begged  to  be  forgiven,  in  a  way 
that  deeply  affected  her  royal  mistress. 

*'  I  am  equally  smprised  and  concerned,"  re- 
plied the  queen,  *•  to  hear  of  so  gross  a  violation 
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of  moral  virtue,  and  within  the  very  precincts  of 
our  palace.  I  am  likewise  extremely  indignant  at 
the  presmnption  of  Don  Gracia,  who  has  insi- 
diously disgraced  and  injured  an  illustrious  female 
under  the  peculiar  protection  of  her  queen.  How- 
ever, the  affair  shall  be  laid  before  the  king, 
w^ho  will  either  compel  him  to  fulfil  his  engage- 
ment, or  punish  him  in  a  way  that  his  audacity 
deserves." 

The  angry  queen  immediately  informed  Philip 
of  the  circumstance ;  and  the  letter  which  the 
Duke  of  Alva  received  whilst  in  the  Low  Coun- 
tries was  the  consequence  of  that  communication. 
The  duke,  though  he  could  not  prevail  on  his  son 
to  sign  the  epistle  which  he  had  dictated  in 
answer  to  the  king's,  sent  it  off  without  further 
delay.  This  for  the  present  satisfied  his  majesty, 
as  he  did  not  wish,  by  hasty  measures,  to  draw 
him  (the  duke)  fi'om  the  Netherlands,  where  his 
services  were  so  much  wanted ;  but  on  his  arrival 
at  Madrid  with  his  son,  Don  Gracia,  Adelaide 
w^as  commanded  by  their  majesties  to  prepare  for 
her  speedy  nuptials  with  him  who  had  seduced 
her  from  her  duty. 

In  the  meantime,  the  duke  hastened  to  pay  his 
respects  to  Philip,  and  to  resign  the  marks  of  dig- 
nity with  which  he  had  been  invested  as  governor 
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of  the  Netherlands ;  he  was  received,  as  usual, 
with  all  the  forms  of  fiiendship  and  esteem ;  but 
at  the  conclusion  of  the  interview,  he  was  desired 
to  prepare  his  son  for  his  immediate  union  with 
the  injured  lady,  and  to  attend  him  to  the  palace 
early  in  the  morning  on  the  following  Thursday. 

The  duke  laid  the  substance  of  the  king's  dis- 
course before  Don  Gracia,  and  was  grieved  to 
find  that  he  was  still  inflexible  to  everything  he 
said  upon  the  subject,  although  he  declared  his 
willingness  to  appear  in  the  presence  of  his  sove- 
reign, and  answer  in  person  for  his  conduct.  It 
now  wanted  three  days  to  that  period;  and  the 
duke  and  duchess,  to  divert  their  own  chagrin 
and  amuse  their  guest,  accepted  an  invitation  to 
a  splendid  feast  given  by  Don  Lewis  de  Alteo,  in 
honour  of  his  daughter's  birthday  (Donna  Leo- 
nora). This  young  lady,  it  may  be  remembered, 
was  his  only  child,  and  had  entered  a  convent 
with  a  determination  to  become  a  mm ;  but,  at 
the  desire  of  her  father  and  friends,  she  delayed 
taking  the  veil  till  she  should  anive  at  the  age  of 
twenty-one  years.  She  was  now  entering  her 
eighteenth  year,  and,  by  a  sort  of  stipulation,  he 
introduced  her  annually,  on  her  biithday,  to  a 
large  circle  of  friends  and  acquaintance,  with  the 
almost  despairing  hope,  that  love,  in  some  auspi- 
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cious  moment,  might  give  a  different  tm'n  lo  lier 
ideas. 

The  accounts  Antonio  had  received  of  the  fair 
recluse  excited  his  curiosity ;  and  though  but 
little  addicted  to  vanity,  it  must  be  acknowledged 
his  heart  fluttered,  as  he  beheld  in  a  glass  his  own 
graceful  figure,  arrayed  in  the  elegant  costume 
selected  for  the  occasion  above  mentioned. 

"  Would  I  could  put  on  so  cheerfid  an  air,  and 
dress  my  face  in  smiles,"  said  Don  Gracia,  as  he 
surveyed  Antonio ;  "  but  alas  !  my  heart  is  de- 
plorably heavy,  and  those  scenes  that  used  to 
captivate  my  senses,  have  now  lost  their  power  to 
please." 

Our  party  arrived  at  Don  Lewis's,  ere  the 
rooms  were  much  crowded ;  but  their  announce- 
ment excited  general  attention,  for  Antonio's  fame 
had  gone  before  him,  and  every  person  present 
was  eager  to  catch  a  first  glimpse  of  the  handsome 
stranger.  His  introduction  to  Don  Lewis  was 
flattering  in  the  extreme ;  this  gentleman  gazed 
on  our  hero  w  ith  a  singular  degree  of  perturbation : 
his  air  and  figure  recalled  to  his  recollection  many 
circumstances  that  time  had  not  been  able  to  con- 
sign to  oblivion,  for  it  may  be  noticed  that,  though 
Antonio's  face  bore  the  stamp  of  his  mother's 
beauty,  his  form   and  gestures   were    the    finest 
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outliues  of  his  father's;  indeed,  they  were  so 
peculiar  in  themselves,  so  graceful,  dignified, 
and  striking,  that  the  beholder,  who  had  known 
tlie  duke  of  Aranda,  could  not  fail  to  recognise  in 
Antonio  his  perfect  similitude  in  these  respects. 

But  if  Don  Lewis  was  labouring  with  emotions, 
v.hich  he  was  scarcely  able  to  restrain,  Antonio 
was  receiving  impressions  from  the  bright  eyes  of 
Leonora,  which  afterwards  baffled  all  his  efforts 
to  efface.  To  a  figure  of  the  fairest  symmetry  was 
added  a  countenance  of  the  finest  model  of  per- 
fection, but  shaded  by  a  pensiveness,  the  natural 
consequence  of  esti'angement  from  the  world, 
which,  like  the  sun  breaking  through  a  mist,  veiled, 
but  could  not  hide  the  assemblage  of  beauties  that 
dissolved  the  soul  in  raptures.  Leonora  herself 
caught  the  tender  thought ;  awhile  she  struggled 
to  fi-ee  herself  from  feelings  so  new  and  so  ex- 
traordinary; but,  alas,  her  monastic  ideas  fled 
before  the  all-subduing  power  of  love. 

Don  Lewis,  whilst  watching  the  movements  of 
Antonio,  exhausted  his  conjectures,  as  to  who  he 
could  be,  and  whence  he  came :  rumour  had  spoken 
in  the  highest  praise  of  his  valour  and  military 
virtue,  but  it  had  not  furnished  him  with  a  single 
clue  whereby  he  could  trace  the  origin  of  the 
much-admired  hero ;  had  he  not  been  assured  (he 
B  3 
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argued  to  himself)  that  the  children  of  the  Duke 
of  Aranda  perished  in  their  infancy,  he  would 
have  concluded  that  it  was  his  son  and  heir,  who 
had   suddenly   started   from   some    distant   spot 
to  fill  all  Spain  with  the  glory  of  his  achievements. 
These  inward  thoughts  prevented  him  from  no- 
ticing the  mutual  emotions  of  the  loveliest  pair  in 
the  gay  assembly,  and  not  till  Antonio  was  drawn 
to  another  part  of  the  room  by  Don  Gracia,  did  he 
remark  the  various  changes  of  his  daughter's  coun- 
tenance, or  behold  her  lucid  eyes  beaming  ap- 
probation and  blameless  pleasure,  as  she  turned 
them  on  the  graceful  person  of  the  young  stranger. 
This  discovery,  for  a  moment,  entranced  his  ima- 
gination ;  but  the  obscurity  in  which  the  birth  of 
Antonio  appeared  involved,  gave  a  check  to  his 
rising  transports,  and,  with  a  sigh,  he  turned  from 
the  flattering  vision  to  measure  scenes  of  a  more 
gloomy  complexion. 

Not  so  our  hero,  for  he  indulged  the  fond  illu- 
sions of  his  fancy,  without  interruption  and  with- 
out alloy ;  yet  he  did  not  dream  it  was  love  that 
mingled  with  the  images  that  played  in  pleasing 
confusion  about  his  heart ;  he  imputed  his  sensa- 
tions to  the  unusual  splendour  that  breathed  de- 
light on  every  side,  blended  with  the  soft  thrilling 
notes  of  the  music,  and  the  cheeiful  looks  of  the 
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company,  whose  dimpled  smiles  accorded  well 
with  the  feelings  of  his  heart;  in  short,  he  attributed 
his  inward  joys  to  anything  but  the  true  cause ; 
but  when  he  paid  his  farewell  compliments  to 
Leonora  and  her  father,  the  fauy  scene  vanished, 
a  heavy  depression  nearly  suspended  respiration, 
and  thrice  he  threw  a  lingering  glance  that  made 
its  way  to  the  heart  of  the  object  of  his  tender 
thoughts. 

Antonio  retired  to  bed ;  but  the  newness  of  his 
ideas  forbade  the  refreshing  slumber  to  approach 
his  eyelids;  of  all  the  fair  objects  that  passed  in 
review  before  him,  Leonora,  in  his  estimation, 
stood  pre-eminent,  and  by  her  external  beauties 
he  measured  the  qualities  of  her  mind,  and  natu- 
rally concluded  they  were  as  angelic  as  her  per- 
son. Fame  had  hitherto  been  the  mistress  who 
had  occupied  all  his  attentions,  but  Love  now, 
with  tumultuous  haste,  had,  unperceived,  entered 
his  breast,  and,  like  a  despotic  sovereign,  created 
contention  and  dismay.  However,  he  at  length 
fell  asleep  ;  but  his  active  ideas  formed  themselves 
into  a  dream  of  delight,  and  delineated,  with  ex 
aggerating  force,  the  bright  and  powerful  charms 
of  the  captivating  maid  who  had  gained  such  an 
ascendancy  over  his  feelings  ;  again,  he  heard  the 
soft  melody  of  music,  exhaled  the  fragrance  of  the 
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gayest  flowers,  and  beheld  the  magnificent  ban- 
quet replete  with  a  thousand  pleasures,  while  his 
enraptured  fancy  presented  Leonora  in  the  midst, 
her  features  beaming  inexj^ressible  softness,  irra- 
diated by  seraphic  smiles,  and  with  a  voice  more 
celestial  than  the  songs  of  seraphs.  Soon  the 
gcni  of  vision,  who  delight  to  conjure  up  the  phan- 
toms of  various  form  and  colour,  changed  the 
scene  to  one  most  opposite, — war,  with  all  his 
enterprising  confederates  ajjpeared  in  battle  array, 
himself  rushed  to  the  charge,  the  enemy  fell  be- 
neath his  blows  ;  the  cry  of  victory  followed  j  he 
was  crowned  a  conqueror,  and  received  the  in- 
signia of  nobility  from  the  hands  of  his  sovereign. 
The  ardour  of  his  feelings  dispersed  the  motley 
shadows  ;  he  started  from  his  couch,  hastily  threw 
on  his  clothes,  and  joined  Don  Gracia  with  reason 
clear,  and  a  heart  glowing  with  loyalty,  and  truest 
patiiotism. 

After  breakfast  Don  Gracia  invited  him  to  a 
walk;  Antonio  acquiesced,  and  they  accordingly 
sallied  forth.  They  had  strolled  through  two  or 
three  spacious  streets,  and  handsome  squares,  and 
had  arrived  at  the  Pla9a  jVIayor,  when  they  over- 
took a  gentleman  who  was  moving  onward  with  a 
slow  pace,  and  who  appeared  lame.  Antonio  me- 
chanically turned  his   eye   upon  the  stranger — 
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Heavens,  what  a  siui^rise — it  was  Cervantes  :  the 
pleasure  of  both,  at  this  unexpected  meeting,  is 
not  to  be  expressed.  Our  hero  introduced  him  to 
Don  Gracia,  but  saw  at  the  instant  lie  had  lost  his 
left  arm. 

"  I  see  your  amazement  and  concern,"  said 
Cervantes,  "  at  the  loss  I  have  sustained  of  so 
material  a  member  of  the  body  as  an  arm;  but  if 
you,  gentlemen,  have  time  and  inclination  to  ac- 
company me  to  my  apartments,  I  will  relate  the 
glorious  cause  that  led  to  the  event."' 

Don  Gracia  and  Antonio  readily  accepted  the 
proposal,  and  in  less  than  ten  minutes  they 
reached  the  lodgings  of  Cervantes. 

"  My  rooms,"  he  exclaimed,  with  a  smile,  "  are 
neither  spacious  nor  magnificent,  but  they  are 
suitable  to  the  small  fortune  of  an  incapacitated 
soldier." 

Cervantes  having  politely  offered  his  guests 
some  refreshments,  which  they  declined,  began 
by  saying  to  Don  Gracia : — "  You  are  well  ac- 
quainted, of  course,  with  the  severe  engagement 
which  took  place  between  the  Duke  of  Medina- 
Celi's  fleet,  and  that  of  the  Flemish  exiles,  on  the 
former's  passage  to  the  Netherlands  ;  in  the  midst 
of  the  conflict,  numbers  of  the  enemy,  bafBed  in 
their  attempts  to  board  us,  rushed  upon  the  deck 
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of  our  ship  ;  but  our  wonted  vigour  did  not  for- 
sake us,  and  we  fell  upon  them  with  so  much 
ardour  that  the  majority  were  either  slain  or 
wounded,  and  many  victims  of  their  own  temerity, 
in  the  confusion,  were  thrust  overboard.  Heed- 
less of  the  wound  T  received  in  the  dreadful  skir- 
mish, I  continued  to  fight,  with  unabated  courage, 
till  the  deck  was  cleared  of  the  foe.  On  a  sudden 
I  lost  sight  of  Don  Antonio;  and  a  faintness  com- 
ing over  me,  as  I  was  remarking  the  struggle  of 
the  wounded  Flemings  in  the  waves  beneath  us,  I 
lost  my  balance,  and  fell  from  the  stern  into  the 
sea.  I  remember  no  more  till  I  found  myself  on 
board  a  Flemish  vessel ;  a  surgeon  was  busy  in 
dressing  my  wound,  whilst  the  commander  of  the 
confederates  stood  near  him,  leaning  upon  his 
sword.  When  the  latter  saw  I  was  sufficiently 
recovered  to  attend  to  his  discourse,  he  addressed 
to  me  these  memorable  words : — 

" '  Young  man,  accident  has  made  you  our  cap- 
tive ;  but  you  need  be  under  no  apprehensions  on 
that  account,  for  though  we  do  not  intend  to  con- 
vey you,  and  the  few  prisoners  that  the  chance  of 
war  has  thrown  into  our  power,  to  the  frontiers  of 
the  Netherlands,  that  you  may  massacre  our  re- 
maining friends,  yet  we  will  give  you  the  oppor- 
tunity, with  the  good  pleasure  of  Heaven,  to  reach 
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the  coast  of  Spain  in  safety,  that  you  may  tell 
your  king  that  we  are  not  assassins,  but  brave 
men,  naturally  moderate  and  humane ;  but  com- 
pelled by  dire  necessity  to  attempt  the  redress  of 
our  heavy  wrongs  by  the  sword ;  it  was  the  first 
wish  of  our  hearts  to  have  remained  his  liege  sub- 
jects, to  have  respected  his  laws,  to  have  acquiesced 
in  his  decisions,  to  have  displayed  our  loyalty  in 
all  cases  that  touched  his  honour,  his  crown,  or 
his  person,  and  to  have  relied  for  protection  on  the 
justice  of  his  administration,  and  on  his  faith  as  a 
sovereign;  but  his  persecutions,  his  bigotry,  his 
inflexible  cruelty,  his  unqualified  hatred  of  om*- 
selves,  our  wives,  and  children ;  and,  lastly,  his 
assumption  of  our  civil  and  religious  freedom,  to- 
gether with  the  dark  vengeance  of  his  fanatics, 
have  all  combined  to  alienate  our  allections  from 
his  government,  and  to  induce  us  to  enter  into  a 
mutual  league  to  resist,  with  all  otu'  power,  his 
rigorous  and  imprincely  measures  ;  to  retort  with 
equal  violence,  and  with  equal  determination,  the 
sanguinary  proceedings  of  his  court,  and  to  devise 
and  plan  every  expedient  to  defend  otir  hereditary 
rights,  and  the  high  privileges  awarded  to  us  by 
the  illustrious  Charles,  and  likewise  to  expel  from 
our  provinces  that  odious  engine  of  his  power,  the 
inquisition,  whose  gloomy  dungeons  become  the 
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grave  of  our  Idndred  and  best  friends.  Yet  wc 
are  not  insensible  to  the  comforts  of  a  peaceful 
life,  and  the  blessings  of  a  fertilized  country;  but 
there  are  relative  duties  between  king  and  sub- 
ject which,  for  either  to  violate,  communicates  a 
shock  to  the  whole  system  of  government,  more 
fatal  than  an  earthquake.  Let  Philip  withdraw 
his  ravaging  troops  from  our  coast,  let  him  pity 
our  miseries,  and  shattered  fortunes,  and  heal  our 
bleeding  wounds,  by  deeds  of  clemency ;  let  him 
reinstate  us  in  those  possessions  that  have  been 
wrested  from  us  by  his  emissaries  and  the  regent 
of  the  state,  let  him  deign  to  listen  to  our  suppli- 
cations for  redress,  and  restore  the  constitution  of 
the  Netherlands  to  its  primitive  excellence,  and 
remove  the  severe  restrictions  which  fetter  our  rights 
and  religion,  and  we  will  instantly  lay  down 
our  arms,  return  to  our  allegiance,  and  act  in 
all  respects  as  becomes  the  subjects  of  a  magnani- 
mous and  indulgent  sovereign.' 

"  As  he  concluded,  his  voice  faltered,  and  me- 
thought  I  beheld  a  humid  drop  moisten  the  dark 
lashes  of  his  eyelids;  however,  as  a  true  Catholic, 
and  a  loyal  subject,  it  was  not  for  me  to  share  his 
feelings;  I  could  only  wonder  at  the  plans  that 
led  to  the  liberation  of  men  whom  they  had 
power  to  immolate  at  the  shrine  of  revenge.     On 


THE    OATH    OF   ALLEGIANCE.  17 

the  following  day  a  small  Flemish  vessel,  divested 
of  its  property  and  adornments,  was  ready  to  re- 
ceive us,  and  a  number  of  Spaniards,  to  the  amount 
of  seventy-eight,  were,  with  myself,  put  on  board, 
and  pushed  to  leeward.  At  length,  in  spite  of 
contrary  winds,  we  landed  safely  at  Laredo ;  from 
this  place  I  set  out  for  Bilboa,  where  I  arrived  in 
a  few  hours,  and  had  an  interview  with  an  officer 
of  rank,  from  whom  I  received  infonnation  of 
the  intended  expedition  of  Don  John  of  Austria 
against  the  Ottoman  power.  The  account  he  gave 
me  determined  me  to  range  myself  beneath  his 
banners;  and  having  made  my  aiTangements,  I 
pursued  my  course  to  Barcelona,  and  embarked, 
with  many  others,  on  the  Mediterranean,  with  as 
much  ardour  as  the  bold  warriors  at  the  time  of 
the  crusades. 

"  The  Turkish  Sultan  on  this  occasion  had  col- 
lected the  whole  force  of  his  dominions,  and  had 
united  in  his  interest  the  hardy  sons  of  Africa, 
who  eagerly  rushed  from  their  burning  regions 
to  join  his  arms,  with  the  joy  fid  belief  that  the 
Christian  confederacy  would  be  obliged  to  yield 
to  their  superior  numbers;  but  the  event  proved 
the  suj^eriority  of  the  Cross  over  the  Crescent  of 
Mahomet.  Soon  after  our  arrival  at  Messina, 
where  the  Spanish  fleet  lay,  Don  John  spread 
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his  hostile  sails,  and  hastened,  with  all  his  expe- 
rienced veterans,  to  meet  the  enemy,  whom  we  soon 
descried,  with  their  mighty  squadrons,  commanded 
by  Hali,  the  fiercest  wamor  in  the  Turkish  States. 
"  It  was  near  the  Gulf  of  Lepanto  that  we  en- 
countered the  enemy,  equally  distinguished  for 
their  strength  and  numbers,  but  which  served  not 
to  check  the  ai'dour  of  our  men,  or  to  suppress 
the  general  exclamation  of,  '  Death  or  Victory!' 
The  accustomed  signal  being  given,  we  rushed  to 
the  engagement,  and  poured  a  tremendous  broad- 
side on  the  extended  lines  of  the  Turkish  arma- 
ment, which,  though  retm*ned  with  rage  and  fury, 
did  ample  execution,  whilst,  on  our  side,  we  re- 
ceived no  material  damage,  but  every  succeeding 
volley  brought  the  contest  closer,  and  to  a  more 
terrible  crisis.  .The  Turks,  tenacious  of  Selim's 
honour  and  their  own,  maintained  the  bloody 
conflict  with  invincible  courage ;  and,  in  their  vin- 
dictive fury,  frequently  ran  so  close  to  us  as  to 
cause,  by  the  violence  of  the  concussion,  a  fearful 
confusion:  this  obstinate  determination  to  preci- 
pitate themselves  on  our  opposing  lines,  brought 
the  ship  of  Don  John  and  that  of  Hali  in  contact ; 
the  latter,  prompt  and  sagacious,  and  celebrated 
for  his  naval  talents,  and  fearless  of  danger,  called 
upon  the  Prophet  to  aid  his  cause  and  strengthen 
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his  arm ;  the  former,  youDg,  brave,  and  vigilant, 
proud  of  his  power,  and  eager  for  fame,  ejacu- 
lated a  prayer  to  the  God  of  armies  and  of  truth ; 
and  with  these  respective  aspirations  they  en- 
gaged on  both  sides  with  the  most  desperate  reso- 
lution ;  one  moment  the  mutual  shock  sent  their 
vessels  far  asunder — and  the  next,  with  a  thunder- 
ing plunge,  they  locked  themselves  so  close,  that 
tackling,  sails,  and  masts,  and  their  huge  bidwarks, 
cracked  with  the  peril,  and  drenched  their  frag- 
ments in  the  threatening  seas;  the  rugged  crews, 
experienced  in  the  science  of  war,  seconded  their 
commanders  with  such  valiant  perseverance,  that 
for  some  time  the  accumulated  stiife  seemed 
doubtfid;  but,  at  length,  Don  John,  whose  nerves 
seemed  to  have  acqidred  fresh  vigour  in  the  honid 
struggle,  leaped  upon  the  deck  of  his  adversary. 
They  grappled  in  fierce  array;  their  sinewy  limbs 
distilled  large  fevered  drops,  and  panting  with 
flaming  rage  they  yielded  no  quarter,  nor  paused 
to  gather  breath;  the  suspense  was  short — the 
spouting  blood  of  Hali  quickly  streamed  upon 
the  bodies  of  the  dead  and  dying;  and,  at  this 
momentous  juncture,  my  passions  at  their  height, 
I,  with  incautious  haste,  tore  down  the  standard  of 
Selim,  and  planted,  in  its  stead,  the  Christian 
banner.  A  ball  came  whizzing  with  wrathful  force, 
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and  my  left  arm  rolled  into  the  bed  of  waters.  The 
ciy  of  victory  from  our  troops  burst  upon  my  ears, 
mingling  with  the  shouts  of  the  Christian  slaves 
who  rowed  the  Turkish  galleys,  and  w-ho,  as  Hali 
fell  beneath  the  conquering  arm  of  Don  John,  burst 
their  fetters  and  united  their  force  to  ours.  In  vain 
the  enemy  attempted  to  fly,  or  to  rally  their  af- 
frighted numbers :  twenty-five  thousand  were  slain 
and  ten  thousand  taken  prisoners,  at  the  same  time 
one  hundred  and  thirty  of  their  fleet  became  our 
spoil.  Yet,  alas!  the  fatal  knowledge  that  ten 
thousand  of  our  bravest  men  were  slain,  damped 
our  exultation,  and  paled  the  lustre  of  that  glo- 
rious day;  but  fifteen  thousand  slaves  were  deli- 
vered from  captivity,  and  carried  the  praises  of 
Don  John  to  distant  lands.  Such  was  the  battle 
of  Lepanto;  at  least,  such  is  its  outline,  for  each 
peculiar  operation  of  this  eventful  engagement  no 
language  can  portray. 

"  To  the  loss  of  my  arm  was  added  a  wound 
upon  my  ancle,  which,  as  you  perceive,  has  left  a 
slight  lameness,  and  which  I  lament  only  as  it 
prevents  me,  in  the  flower  of  my  age,  from  reap- 
ing honours  in  the  field,  and  chastising  the  ene- 
mies of  my  sovereign;  however,  as  a  softener  of 
my  disappointment,  Don  John  was  pleased  to 
recommend  me,  in  a  particular  manner,  to  his 


THE    OATH    OF   ALLFX-IAXCE.  21 

majest}',  as  one  ^YllOse  bravery  and  misfortunes 
claimed  attention.  I  therefore  possess  a  small 
pension  from  the  crown,  ^Yhich,  with  my  private 
resources,  gives  me  a  humble  independence." 

Don  Gracia  and  Antonio  expressed  themselves 
highly  interested  in  the  recital  of  Don  Cervantes; 
and,  after  some  general  conversation,  they  rose  to 
depart,  the  latter  promising  to  call  again  ere  he 
left  Madrid. 

The  morning  now  arrived  on  which  Don  Gracia, 
in  obedience  to  the  king's  commands,  was  to  re- 
pair to  the  palace  in  comj)any  with  his  father. 
The  duchess  was  extremely  dejected,  and  could 
not  conceal  either  her  emotions  of  soitow,  or  her 
fears.  She  saw  the  remorse  of  her  son  for  his 
own  dishonourable  conduct,  and  likewise  the  igno- 
miny to  which  his  character  would  be  exposed 
should  he  refuse  to  wed  the  lady  v;ith  whom  he 
had  inti'igued  ;  but  the  purity  of  her  own  manners, 
and  her  maternal  affections  forbade  her  to  urge 
her  son's  compliance.  She  merely  begged  him  to 
consider  well  the  two  alternatives,  and  to  choose 
that  which  was  likely  to  be  productive  of  the  least 
evil.  Antonio  remained  neuter;  the  aversion  of 
Don  Gracia  to  the  marriage  in  question,  and  the 
consequences  likely  to  result  from  a  refusal,  were 
matters  too  intricate  for  him  to  profess  to  be  a 
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judge  of;  but  the  duke,  perfectly  acquainted  with 
the  temper  of  Philip,  and  knowing  that  any  oppo- 
sition to  his  aiTangements  or  commands  was 
attended  with  the  greatest  danger,  recommended 
to  his  son,  in  the  strongest  terms,  to  acquiesce  in 
the  ^^'ill  of  his  sovereign. 

"  The  time  for  our  appearance  at  the  palace," 
continued  the  duke,  "is  fully  expired;  further 
delay  will  only  subject  us  to  a  severe  reprimand." 

Don  Gracia,  in  silence,  embraced  his  mother, 
and  looking  expressively  at  Antonio,  he  grasped 
his  hand,  and  bade  him  adieu. 

On  their  arrival  at  the  palace  they  were  con- 
ducted to  a  private  room,  remote  from  the  suite  of 
apartments  which  the  king  usually  occupied ;  this 
circumstance  somewhat  surprised  the  duke ;  how- 
ever, he  Avas  not  suffered  to  remain  long  in  sus- 
pense; an  attendant  presently  appeared  with  a 
message  from  Philip,  and  the  duke  and  Don 
Gracia,  agreeably  to  the  order,  followed  the  steps 
of  their  conductor.  Having  crossed  several  rooms, 
they  entered  upon  a  large  square  court,  riclily 
adorned,  at  the  extremity  of  which  was  situated 
the  gi-and  chapel  of  the  palace,  whose  doors  un- 
folded at  their  approach,  whilst  a  brother  of  the 
holy  order  of  St.  Jerome  stood  ready  to  receive 
them.     It  is    impossible  to  portray  the    amaze- 
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ment  of  the  duke,  or  the  consternation  of  Don 
Gracia,  when  they  beheld  the  altar  of  this  sacred 
edifice  brilliantly  lighted  up ;  on  one  side  appeared 
Philip,  and  his  queen,  the  former  arrayed  in  a 
dark  robe,  his  head  uncovered;  the  latter  closely 
veiled;  and  behind  them  were  two  gentlemen  of 
the  household ;  on  the  other,  stood  Adelaide,  in 
company  with  two  ladies  of  honoiu*;  and  in  the 
front  knelt  a  priest  in  the  act  of  devotion,  and 
stretching  his  arms  towards  a  splendid  porti*ait  of 
our  Saviour.  The  curtains  of  the  windows  were 
partially  drawn,  and  for  some  minutes  no  person 
interrupted  the  deep  silence  that  gave  an  added 
solemnity  to  the  scene.  At  length  Philip,  in  con- 
descending, but  decisive  words,  addressed  the 
duke. 

"  I  have  desired  your  attendance,  duke  of  Alva," 
he  began,  *'to  witness  the  union  of  your  son,  Don 
Gracia,  with  Adelaide,  Coimtess  of  Cheaumont, 
and  chief  attendant  on  the  person  of  our  beloved 
queen;  it  is  the  only  reparation  he  can  make  to 
her  for  the  gross  manner  in  which  he  has  abused 
her  confidence  and  injured  her  peace,  and  the 
only  way  by  which  he  can  restore  himself  to  the 
favour  and  good  opinion  of  his  sovereign." 

The  king  himself  now  took  the  hand  of  Ade- 
laide, and  commanded  Don  Gracia  to  advance; 
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but  the  petrified  young  nobleman  stood  motion- 
less as  a  statue,  when  the  angry  monarch  again 
repeated  his  words. 

"  If,  in  obedience  to  your  majesty's  commands," 
replied  Don  Gracia,  rousing  from  his  state  of 
stupor,  "  I  acquiesce  in  these  forced  nuptials,  they 
will  only  be  productive  of  mutual  misery  and  mu- 
tual discontent.  I  shall  feel  that  I  had  sacrificed, 
to  a  cruel  punctilio,  my  best  hopes,  my  eternal 
happiness,  and  all  the  noble  sentiments  that  love 
and  truth  applauds,  and  thereby  remain  a  stranger 
to  those  emotions  of  tenderness,  to  those  domestic 
virtues,  that  form  the  true  basis  of  enjoyment  in 
the  marriage  state.  How  could  a  wife,  under 
these  circumstances,  support  the  presence  of  a 
man  whose  conduct  reproached  her  choice,  and 
whose  heart  acknowledged  no  reciprocal  feelings, 
and  whose  attachment  was  towards  another }  Ra- 
ther let  me  prefer  any  condition  to  that  of  a  per- 
petual struggle  between  honour  and  inclination, 
nor  add  to  an  already  disgraceful  weakness,  a 
perfidious  falsehood,  an  insulting  injury  at  the  very 
altar  of  my  God  !     Sire,  allow  me  to  withdraw." 

"  Not  a  moment,"  replied  Philip,  in  a  rage. 
"  Like  plebeian  rebels,  I  perceive,  you  play  with 
weapons  you  do  not  understand — but,  beware  they 
are  not  turned  against  yourself;  a  monarch  is  not 
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to  be  diverted  from  doing  an  act  of  justice  by  the 
fickle  baseness  of  a  treacherous  betrayer  of  female 
worth.  We  therefore  counsel  your  haughty  and 
rebellious  spirit  to  ratify  the  jDromise  your  amorous 
pen  dictated,  and  accept  the  hand  of  her  who  is 
justly  entitled  to  your  gratitude  and  undivided 
affections." 

To  the  astonishment  of  all  present,  Don  Gracia 
remained  fixed  to  his  purpose,  in  spite  of  the 
severe  manners  of  the  king,  and  finnly  an- 
swered— 

"  I  cannot  listen  unmoved  to  your  majesty's 
address ;  but,  on  a  point  of  so  much  imponance 
to  my  present  and  future  happiness,  my  own  feel- 
ings must  decide.  I  am  your  majestv's  most 
dutiful  and  loyal  subject,  and  am  ready  to  risk 
my  life  in  defence  of  yoiu*  majesty's  government, 
but  it  is  utterly  out  of  my  power  to  fulfil  engage- 
ments which  my  heart  rejects." 

"  Then,  sir,"  said  Philip,  sternly,  "  you  shall  be 
placed  in  a  situation  of  our  choosing ;  nor  shall  our 
friendship  for  the  Duke  of  Alva  act  as  a  mediator 
between  us.  Your  sovereign  commits  you  to  close 
confinement  in  the  castle  of  Uzeda,  till  reason  con- 
quers your  obstinacy  and  prudence  suggests  a 
due  submission  to  our  royal  authority-." 

Don  Gracia  bowed,  with  an  unaltered  counten- 
VOL.  IT.  c 
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ance,  to  the  king's  mandate,  and  Adelaide  fainted; 
while  the  Duke  of  Alva  vainly  interfered  in  his 
son's  behalf:  but  Philip,  equally  wounded  in  his 
pride  and  in  his  feelings,  that  could  never  brook 
opposition,  exclaimed  with  fury — 

"  Away  with  him!  In  the  solitary  prison  we 
have  selected  for  his  abode,  he  will  find  ample 
leisure  to  discriminate  between  this  false  honour, 
composed  of  fantastical  ideas,  and  that  virtue 
which  leads  a  noble  mind  to  repair  an  injury." 

Don  Gracia  was  accordingly  delivered  over  to 
the  guard,  and  had  merely  time  to  take  a  mournful 
leave  of  his  afflicted  parent,  ere  he  was  placed  in 
a  covered  carriage  and  conveyed  to  his  prison  * 

*  Don  Gracia,  the  son  of  the  Duke  of  Alva,  was  actually 
imprisoned,  by  the  command  of  Philip,  for  refusing  to  wed 
one  of  the  queen's  attendants,  whom  he  had  seduced. 
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CHAPTER  IT. 


The  duke,  overwhelmed  with  shame  and  sorrow, 
returned  to  his  own  home,  and  imparted  to  the 
duchess  the  issue  of  his  interview  with  Philip.  At 
this  infonnation  she  was  unable  to  restrain  her 
grief,  and  aj^peared  at  first  detennined  to  appeal 
against  the  rigoiu*  of  such  proceedings;  but  the 
duke  coolly  discussed  the  subject,  and  attiibuted 
the  consequences  to  his  son's  repugnant  notions 
and  obstinate  conduct. 

"  He  has  stained  the  honour  of  his  illustrious 
house,"  continued  the  duke,  ^'  and  courted  the 
displeasure  of  his  sovereign:  he  therefore  must 
naturally  expect  to  feel  the  effects  of  his  resent- 
ment. Yet,  I  acknowledge  I  had  other  views  for 
him.  My  wishes  pointed  towards  his  lovely  cousin ; 
c  2 
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but  were  I  openly  to  avow  my  sentiments  on  this 
snbjeet,  1  have  little  doubt  but  I  should  be  inipli- 
eated  in  my  son's  disobedience  to  the  commands 
of  Philip:  nevertheless,  I  will  not  sanction  a 
violated  promise,  or  treat  with  ill-timed  lenity  a 
dangerous  vice,  that  may  spread  its  contagion  to 
other  branches  of  my  family.  I  have  myself  re- 
monstrated with  him  in  vain ;  but  his  opinions,  or 
his  temper,  are  averse  to  '^that  prudence  or  policy 
which  shoidd  lead  hioi  to  regidate  his  ideas  aud 
conduct  agreeably  to  the  favoured  maxims  of  his 
king.  However,  he  may  soon  be  glad  to  be  roused 
from  these  delusions,  and  to  adopt  my  sentiments 
as  the  principal  standard  of  his  own.  At  all  events, 
to  make  a  hastA'  appeal  to  Philip  at  the  present 
moment,  will  only  inflame  his  anger  stiU  more. 
His  authority  is  absolute,  and  his  disposition 
princely,  though  in  certain  cases  implacable. 
Never  to  dispute  his  will,  has  been  the  invariable 
rule  of  my  conduct ;  and  so  inviolable  is  my  truth 
to  him,  and  so  sacred  do  I  hold  his  pretensions, 
that  I  would  immolate  my  dearest  hopes  rather 
than  dispute  their  equity." 

To  these  latter  remarks  the  duchess  made  but 
little  reply :  her  feelings  as  a  mother  superseded 
all  other  considerations;  and  not  till  the  duke 
gave  it  as  his  belief,  that  his  son's  captivity  would 
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be  short,  could  she  be  brought  to  any  degree  of 
composure. 

The  surjjrise  and  concern  of  Antonio,  on  re- 
ceiving the  intelligence  of  Don  Gracia's  imprison- 
ment, are  scarcely  to  be  imagined.  The  severe 
measures  which  the  king  had  adopted  announced 
his  resentment  and  determination,  and  left  but 
small  hopes,  in  Antonio's  opinion,  of  his  speedy 
release  from  confinement,  unless  he  consented 
to  the  purposed  alliance;  and  of  this  he  saw  no 
probability,  conjecturing,  from  his  ideas  of  Don 
Gracia's  character,  that  suffering  on  this  occasion 
would  only  root  his  aversion  the  more  deeply, 
and  rouse  his  high  spirit  to  exercise  its  own  inde- 
pendence in  a  way  that  would  ultimately  derange 
the  plans  of  Philip,  and  finally  destroy  his  hopes. 

Deprived  by  the  hand  of  power  of  the  friendly 
companion  for  whose  sake  he  had  visited  Madrid, 
and  considering  his  presence  at  this  period  a  re- 
straint upon  the  feelings  and  conduct  of  the  duke 
and  duchess,  he  imparted  his  design  of  taking 
leave  on  the  following  day.  This  announcement 
of  his  intentions  created  considerable  regret  in  the 
minds  of  these  noble  personages :  the  latter,  in 
particular,  lamented  the  unhappy  causes  that 
hastened  his  departure,  but  both  gave  him  a 
pressing  invitation  to  renew  his  visit,  should  he 
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be  in  Spain  at  the  time  of  Don  Gracia's  release 
from  confinement. 

This  flattering  mark  of  their  esteem  drew  from 
our  hero  a  vague  though  suitable  reply ;  but  he 
was  pained  with  the  idea  that  necessity  compelled 
him  to  appear  mysterious  in  his  engagements,  and 
to  throw  a  sort  of  veil  over  his  intentions.  How- 
ever, his  claims  to  their  confidence  appeared  too 
firmly  established  to  be  injured  by  unimportant 
concerns,  for  he  neither  suffered  from  suspicion, 
nor  was  he  exposed  to  their  subsequent  curio- 
sity. 

Agreeably  to  his  promise,  he  called  again  on 
the  valiant  Don  Cervantes,  of  whom  he  took  a 
polite  and  friendly  leave;  but  refrained,  fr'om  a 
sense  of  honour,  from  naming  the  disgrace  of 
Don  Gracia,  which  as  yet  was  not  publicly  talked 
of.  Antonio,  attended  by  the  faithfril  Carlos,  left 
Madrid  early  in  the  morning;  but  no  adventures 
interrupted  their  progi'ess,  and  they  once  more 
entered  that  beloved  mansion  from  which  they 
had  been  so  long  absent.  The  duke,  our  hero 
observed,  had  grown  thin,  and  looked  unusually 
pale,  but  he  folded  him  in  his  arms  with  unutter- 
able joy,  congratulating  him  on  his  safe  arrival, 
and  the  honours  which  he  had  acquired  by  his 
military  abilities  and  virtuous  conduct. 
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These  expressions  of  approbation  from  one  so 
venerated  were  more  delightful  to  his  feelings 
than  the  united  praises  of  the  world ;  but  the  vicis- 
situdes that  had  marked  the  path  of  his  glory,  and 
the  various  enterprises  which  had  desolated  the 
revolted  States  in  the  Netherlands,  were  themes 
that  furnished  matter  for  conversation  in  private; 
and  the  duke,  at  these  recitals,  became  exceed- 
ingly agitated,  and  the  sacrifice  of  so  many 
thousands  of  lives  gave  him  the  severest  pangs. 
But,  as  he  still  adhered  to  the  most  rigid  princi- 
ples of  attachment  towards  Philip,  he  presumed 
not  to  sit  in  judgment  on  the  actions  of  his  sove- 
reign, but  passed  over  his  furious  zeal  and  venge- 
ful projects  with  a  lenient  hand.  Antonio,  in 
gomg  over  these  dreadful  details,  inti'oduced  the 
misfortimes  of  Don  Gracia;  but  although  he 
named  the  fete  which  had  been  given  by  Don 
Lewis  de  Alteo,  yet  his  efforts  to  portray  the 
various  beauties  of  his  daughter  Leonora  proved 
ineflfectual :  his  heart  failed  him  as  the  words  rose 
to  his  lips,  and  he  concealed  the  secret  struggle 
in  the  recesses  of  his  own  breast.  It  may  be  sup- 
posed, likewise,  that  the  duke  himself  was  not 
free  from  emotions  which  he  endeavoured  to  hide. 
The  mention  of  Don  Lewis,  his  early  associate 
and  friend,  awakened  recollections  of  equally  a 


32  THE    OATH    OF    ALLEGIANCE. 

pleasing  and  niournfiil  cast.  He  had  ^^ithheld  from 
that  nobleman,  from  motives  of  cordial  esteem, 
the  place  of  his  retreat,  lest  it  should  be  the  means 
of  involving  him  in  his  own  inauspicious  for- 
tunes; but  to  learn  that  his  beloved  son  had  been 
introduced  to  his  presence  and  entertained  at 
his  board,  was  a  balm  to  his  feelings,  as  he  flat- 
tered himself  with  the  notion  that  the  person  of 
Antonio  could  not  have  been  seen  bj  him  Avith- 
out  inward  feelings  of  regard,  as  its  likeness  to 
himself  was  now  more  strikingly  conspicuous  than 
at  the  period  of  his  first  going  to  the  Netherlands. 
The  duke,  while  he  dwelt  on  the  flattering  pros- 
pects of  his  son,  reverted  to  the  obscurity  in  which 
the  lovely  Lucilla  appeared  doomed  to  waste  her 
days.  She  had  already  reached  her  one-and- 
twentieth  year,  and  possessed  all  her  mother's 
singular  beauty ;  but  she  was  aspiring,  and  though 
dutiful  and  submissive  to  the  duke,  she  was  am- 
bitious to  enter  that  world  which  appeared  to  her 
imagination  to  possess  so  many  enjoyments.  The 
duke  was  aware  of  her  inclinations,  and  read  from 
her  looks  and  remarks  those  ideas  that  hourly 
gained  strength,  and  regretted  the  circumstance 
of  her  continued  seclusion ;  but  as  he  had  not  the 
power  to  alter  that  immutable  decree  which  con- 
signed her  to  solitude,  and  that  dull  monotony  so 
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disagreeable  to  a  lively  and  youthful  mind,  he 
avoided  the  subject  as  much  as  possible.  How- 
ever, the  time  was  now  fast  approachuig  when  the 
face  of  things  in  some  measure  was  to  assume 
another  appearance,  and  when  female  impatience 
and  curiosity  were  to  be  fully  gi'atified. 

A  long  period  of  security  and  protection  had, 
of  course,  lessened  the  duke's  apprehensions  and 
distrust  of  strangers,  and  he  frequently  visited  the 
neighbouring  cottages  on  charitable  occasions,  or 
indulged  his  melancholy  meditations  in  the  naiTow 
walks  of  the  mountains.  Antonio's  return  had 
diffused  cheerfulness  and  pleasure  through  the 
duke's  household,  and  he  himself  sanctioned  by 
his  presence  and  example  their  innocent  mirth 
and  festivity;  but  scarcely  had  these  little  revelries 
come  to  a  conclusion,  and  the  usual  order  of 
things  been  established,  ere  a  circumstance  of  an 
extraordinary  nature  interrupted  their  peaceful 
regulations,  and  which  brought  the  duke  the  en- 
joyment of  a  happiness  which  he  had  not  known 
since  his  exile. 

It  was  towards  the  close  of  a  very  beautiful  day, 
and  about  a  month  after  Antonio's  return  home, 
that  the  duke  was  taking  one  of  those  solitary 
rambles  we  have  described,  when  he  was  unex- 
pectedly surprised  by  a  heavy  shower  of  rain,  fol- 
c  3 
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lowed  by  a  tremendous  clap  of  thunder;  he  there- 
fore hastily  retraced  his  steps,  and  was  met  at 
the  gate  by  Antonio  and  Carlos,  who,  alarmed 
for  his  safety,  w^ere  rushing  to  meet  him  with  a 
proper  covering  for  his  person.  The  threatened 
tempest  rapidly  increased,  attended  by  a  furious 
wind  that  drove  the  rain,  now  mingling  with  large 
hail-stones,  with  such  force  as  to  shatter  several 
parts  of  the  building,  which  had  long  been  in  the 
last  stage  of  decay :  this  accident  was  followed  by 
a  loud  knocking  at  the  gates,  which  announced 
some  person  overtaken  in  the  storm,  and  who 
probably  wanted  shelter.  Carlos  was  therefore  de- 
sired by  the  duke  to  answer  the  summons,  and  to 
admit  the  parties,  if  his  conjectures  were  correct: 
he  accordingly  obeyed  the  order;  but  speedily 
came  running  to  his  master,  his  countenance  ex- 
hibiting every  symptom  of  consternation  and 
affright.  In  the  meantime  a  gentleman  had  entered 
the  court,  supporting  in  his  aiTus  the  senseless 
form  of  a  young  lady,  closely  veiled,  but  w^hose 
garments  were  drenched  with  the  watery  element. 

"  For  the  love  of  Heaven,"  he  exclaimed,  as 
he  appeared  in  view,  "  allow  us  to  find  shelter 
beneath  your  hospitable  roof,  or  my  daughter  will 
expire  1" 

The  duke  and  his  family  needed  not  a  second 
application;  they   hastened   to    bid   the   forlorn 


THE    OATH    OF    ALLEGIANCE.  35 

Strangers  welcome,  and  the  lady  was  laid  upon  a 
couch,  and  quickly  recovered  from  the  swoon  into 
which  fright  had  thrown  her.  She  was  then  con- 
signed over  to  tlie  care  of  Gillette  and  old  Una, 
and  the  order  was  given  that  her  wet  clothes  might 
be  taken  off  and  dry  ones  substituted  in  their 
stead.  As  soon  as  these  women  left  the  apanment, 
the  stranger's  eye  fell  upon  the  person  of  Anto- 
nio, when,  starting  with  marked  astonishment,  he 
cried — 

"Is  it  possible  I — do  I  behold  in  this  wild  region, 
in  this  spot,  so  remote  from  the  busy  world,  Don 
Antonio,  the  hero  of  Spain,  equally  celebrated  for 
his  valour  and  the  graces  of  his  person  I  Allow 
me,  my  dear  young  senor,  to  embrace  one  who 
has  so  much  claim  to  my  country's  admiration, 
and  the  cordial  esteem  of  Don  Lewis  de  Alteo." 

And  as  he  uttered  these  words,  he  approached 
the  confused  Antonio  ;  but  his  attention  was  sud- 
denly turned  on  the  duke,  who,  with  a  loud  groan 
of  unutterable  feeling,  fixed  a  wild  stare  upon 
Don  Lewis. 

"  I  beg,  reverend  father,  to  apologize,"  said  the 
latter,  '*  if  my  exclamations  have  given  offence. 
Ha  I  powei-fril  God,  assist  my  vision  !  Surely  I 
behold  I — but  no  I  'tis  possible  imagination  would 
conjure  up  a  phantom  to  distract  me." 

The  duke  held  out  his  trembling  hand — '^  Ah !" 
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he  retiunccl,  "why  keep  this  awful  distance?  Xo 
studied  language  can  tell  thee  more  than  the 
emotions  of  thy  heart;  lean  but  to  them,  and  they 
will  set  thee  right ;  but  I've  no  other  appellation 
but  that  of  Father  Austin;  the  rest  is  all  oblivion." 

The  duke  and  Don  Lewis  were  at  this  moment 
left  alone,  when  the  latter,  overwhelmed  wnth 
astonishment  and  delight,  threw  himself  on  the 
bosom  of  his  venerable  and  long-lost  friend. 

"  Oh !"  he  exclaimed — "  what  disguise  is  able 
to  conceal  from  the  keen  eye  of  unshaken  friend- 
ship featm*es  so  indelibly  impressed  upon  my 
recollection  !  Years,  years  have  passed  away  since 
the  hand  of  violence  separated  us;  but  one  glance 
from  eyes  so  well  remembered,  and  so  often 
brought  to  my  view  in  my  nightly  dreams,  is  suffi- 
cient to  cause  a  sensation  more  powerful  than  a 
lover's  pang." 

A  mutual  explanation  now  ensued.  The  duke 
related  to  Don  Lewis  the  full  particulars  of  his 
long  seclusion,  with  every  occurrence  relative  to 
Antonio  and  the  rest  of  his  family;  and  the  latter, 
in  return,  was  equally  candid  in  bringing  down  his 
history  to  the  period  of  Antonio's  introduction  to 
him. 

"  I  must  frankly  acknowledge,"  he  continued, 
"  that  the  person  and  air  of  Don  Antonio  fully 
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engaged  my  attention ;  they  revived  the  remem- 
brance of  your  own,  and  proved  so  great  a  source 
of  grief  to  me,  that  for  some  considerable  time  I 
could  not  recover  my  composure.  On  the  follow- 
ing morning  after  the  entertainment,  I  observed  a 
change  in  the  behaviour  of  my  daughter  Leonora. 
She  did  not,  as  usual,  betray  an  eagerness  to  return 
to  the  solitude  of  her  convent,  but  ajjpeared  rather 
to  avoid  the  subject,  and  to  dwell  on  those  pecu- 
liar attractions  for  which  many  of  our  visitors 
had  been  distinguished.  I  never  knew  her  before 
make  so  many  agreeable  remarks  on  company 
and  crowded  rooms;  but  I  disguised  my  satisfac- 
tion and  surprise,  and,  by  taking  the  thread  of  her 
own  discourse,  I  artfully  endeavoiu-ed  to  reconcile 
her  to  the  world,  and  though  I  could  not  fully 
conquer  her  prejudices,  yet  I  had  the  happiness  to 
perceive  she  was  less  inexorable  to  my  wishes. 

"  It  so  happened  I  had  been  out  for  a  walk,  and 
returning  early,  I  found  her  engaged  in  drawing. 
She  was  so  intent  on  her  subject,  that  I  entered  the 
room  unperceived ;  but  the  instant  she  saw  me,  she 
rose  in  silent  confusion.  I  made  some  remark  on 
her  employment,  and  advanced  towards  the  table, 
though  without  the  least  suspicion  that,  by  so 
doing,  I  should  alarm  her  delicacy,  and  beheld  a 
striking  sketch  of  the  person  and  features  of  Don 
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Autonio.  Concealing  my  suiprise,  and  my  know- 
ledge of  this  extraordinary  cii'cum stance,  I  put 
on  an  air  of  negligence,  and  addressed  to  her  some 
words  quite  foreign  to  the  discovery  I  had  made. 
Believing,  from  my  apparent  indifference,  that  I 
had  overlooked  this  piece  of  innocent  amusement, 
she  took  the  opportunity  of  collecting  her  draw- 
ings and  retiu-ning  them  to  their  wonted  place ; 
but  the  affair  sunk  deep  into  my  mind.  I  recalled 
to  my  recollection  her  confusion  on  the  evening 
that  your  son  was  first  introduced  to  her,  and 
had  no  doubt  remaining  on  my  mind  that  she 
had  unconsciously  imbibed  a  tender  passion  for 
the  celebrated  youth ;  yet,  as  I  had  been  assured 
that  his  birth  and  connexions  were  unknown,  I 
scarcely  knew  in  what  manner  to  treat  the  subject : 
his  likeness  to  yourself,  and  his  many  perfections 
were  powerful  advocates  in  his  favour.  I  doted 
on  my  child,  and  was  agonized  at  the  idea  of  her 
becoming  a  nun ;  however,  I  persuaded  myself  to 
take  no  notice  of  the  visible  change  that  her  feel- 
ings had  undergone,  but  to  wait  and  see  what 
advantage  I  had  gained  by  her  evident  attachment. 
Alas  !  the  sanctity  of  her  notions  soon  rose  above 
the  soft  emotions  that  gave  added  beauty  to  her 
charming  countenance,  and  she  suddenly  made 
known  to   me   her  resolution  of  returning  to  her 
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convent.  '  I  will  submit  to  the  privation  of  your 
dear  society,'  I  replied,  *  if  you  still  assure  me 
that  the  austere  rules  of  a  monastery  are  more 
essential  to  your  felicity  than  any  good  the  world 
or  fortune  have  power  to  bestow.' 

"A  deep  blush  instantly  overspread  her  face,  and, 
wdth  visible  embarrassment,  she  told  me  that  her 
future  happiness  depended  on  her  retiu-n  to  the 
peaceful  asyliun  of  religious  seclusion,  and  other- 
wise conjured  me  to  hasten  her  departure,  that  by 
pious  meditation  she  might  repair  the  fault  of  her 
long  absence. 

"  With  the  deepest  distress,  I  prepared  to  indulge 
her  inclinations,  and  could  only  lament  the  super- 
stitious folly  that  again  consigned  me  to  hopeless 
despondency.  We  had  a  long  distance  to  travel, 
her  convent  being  situated  on  the  confines  of 
these  mountains.  I  engaged  mides  for  the  pur- 
pose, at  the  regular  posts,  and  when  we  had  arrived 
within  a  few  miles  of  our  destination  the  traces  of 
the  animals  broke,  and  we  were  obliged  to  stop  at 
a  cottage  to  have  them  repaired. 

"  The  mountains  being  now  on  every  side  of  us, 
we  detennined  upon  a  walk  amongst  their  wild 
scenery  ;  and  accordingly  I  commanded  the  post- 
lad  and  ray  servants  to  await  my  return.  The 
early  part  of  our  ramble  was  exceedingly  delight- 
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fill,  but  on  a  sudden  it  began  to  rain  excessively 
hard,  attended  by  thunder  and  lightning,  -svhich 
increased  so  raj^idly,  that  our  garments,  in  a  few 
moments,  were  literally  soaked  in  water.  The 
severity  of  the  storm  alarmed  Leonora  to  such  a 
degree,  that,  in  spite  of  all  my  efforts  to  cheer  her 
spirits,  she  fainted  away.  Fortunately,  I  beheld 
the  roof  of  this  secluded  mansion,  and  with  some 
difficulty  made  my  way  to  its  gates ;  but  surely 
Heaven  alone  directed  my  steps  thither,  and  to 
its  interference  am  I  indebted  for  the  singular 
happiness  I  enjoy,  and  it  may  likewise  be  pro- 
ductive of  other  pleasures  too  transjjorting  to 
dwell  upon ;  for  in  witnessing  the  loves  of  Antonio 
and  Leonora,  the  delight  of  my  soul  would  sur- 
pass the  language  of  a  thousand  pens." 

Don  Lewis  now  rose  to  inquire  for  his  daughter, 
and  was  informed  the  young  lady  would  soon 
make  her  appearance ;  in  the  meantime,  iVntonio 
and  Lucilla  were  both  summoned  to  the  presence 
of  the  duke,  and  Don  Lewis  was  named  to  them 
as  his  most  valued  friend  in  the  early  part  of  his 
life.  In  a  fcAV  minutes  after  this  introduction,  the 
beauteous  Leonora  was  conducted  to  the  apart- 
ment; but  her  suiprise  and  confusion,  and  that 
of  Antonio,  were  mutual,  for  modesty  had  pre- 
vented the  latter  from  approaching  near  enough 
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to  see  her  features  at  the  time  of  her  recovery 
from  her  swoon ;  he  therefore  had  not  the  most 
distant  thought  of  its  being  the  chamiing  crea- 
ture whose  image  was  cherished  in  the  secret  con- 
fines of  his  breast ;  and  Love,  that  had  for  a  short 
time  sported  Avith  the  feelings  and  ideas  of  the 
former,  now  renewed  his  attacks,  and  was  no 
longer  to  be  restrained  by  the  sacred  admonitions 
of  superstition. 

The  duke,  keeping  up  his  assumed  character, 
urged  the  stay  of  Don  Lewis  and  his  lovely 
daughter,  particulaily  as  it  still  continued  to  rain  ; 
to  this  invitation  no  objection  was  made,  and  Don 
Lewis  wrote  a  hasty  note  to  his  servant,  desiring 
him  to  discharge  the  mules  and  their  driver,  and 
await  his  coming  at  the  place  he  pointed  out :  this 
airangement  was  deemed  most  pnident,  as  the 
admittance  of  Don  Lewis's  servant  into  the  man- 
sion, the  duke  thought,  might  be  attended  with 
danger.  The  trusty  Carlos  was  sent  off  with  the 
orders ;  but  ere  he  departed,  he  took  care  to  array 
himself  in  a  monkish  habit  of  his  master's,  lest, 
when  he  again  visited  Madrid,  he  should  be  re- 
cognised by  the  domestic  in  question. 

It  was  next  to  impossible  for  two  females  so 
mutually  lovely  and  amiable  as  were  Lucilla  and 
Leonora,  not  to  be  pleased  with  the  society  of  each 
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other:  in  fact,  Mendsliip  smiled  a  paradise  upon 
them;  they  conversed  freely,  and  appeared  to 
enjoy  a  satisfaction  little  inferior  to  the  duke  and 
Don  Lewis.  Antonio,  every  hour,  felt  the  influ- 
ence of  love  over  every  other  passion,  although 
his  dignity  of  mind  and  nice  sense  of  honour  set 
their  limits  to  its  ardour,  and  whilst  he  cherished 
in  secret  his  tender  inclination,  he  flattered  him- 
self that  his  face  and  manners  betrayed  not  his 
inward  emotions ;  but,  however,  in  this  he  was 
deceived,  for  both  the  duke  and  Don  Lewis  soon 
understood  his  sentiments,  nor  were  the  beautiful 
eyes  of  Leonora  so  opposite  to  her  feelings,  as 
wholly  to  hide  the  deep  interest  she  took  in  all 
that  related  to  the  elegant  youth. 

Thus  a  month  passed  away  in  mutual  enjoy- 
ment and  mutual  anticipations,  and  during  this 
period  the  duke  and  Don  Lewis  succeeded  in 
finally  overcoming  Leonora's  inclinations  for  a 
conventual  life.  The  joyfiil  father  hailed  the  re- 
nouncement of  her  intended  vows  as  the  happy 
omen  of  future  felicity,  and  in  his  mind's  eye  he 
contemplated  the  union  of  his  child  with  the  son 
of  his  oldest  and  dearest  friend ;  nor  were  the 
expectations  of  the  duke  less  sanguine,  although 
prudence  forbade  him  at  present,  as  well  as  Don 
Lewis,  fr'om  naming  his  wishes. 
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Don  Lewis  now  prepared  to  take  his  leave,  after 
a  previous  agreement  that  Leonora  was  to  remain 
for  a  few  months  as  a  v-isitor  to  Lucilla;  after 
which,  the  latter  was  to  accompany  her  to  Madrid, 
and  be  introduced  to  that  world  of  which  she  had 
heard  so  much  and  seen  so  little.  This  arrange- 
ment was  made  purposely  to  prevent  Leonora 
from  relapsing  into  her  errors,  as  they  thought 
probably  she  might,  if  ushered  too  soon  into  that 
sphere  whose  gaieties  she  had  so  lately  detested. 
But  though  fear  gave  rise  to  these  suggestions, 
yet  Leonora  was  now  too  much  reconciled  to  love 
and  friendship  to  be  in  danger  of  flying  :^om  their 
bewitching  pleasures ;  and  she  now  censitred  her 
former  obstinacy,  and  inwardly  inveighed  against 
those  delusions  to  which  she  had  nearly  fallen  a 
sacrifice,  and  for  the  indulging  of  whose  gloomy 
precepts  she  had  separated  herself  from  all  the 
pleasing  enjoyments  of  social  intercourse. 

The  absence  of  Don  Le"s^^s  was  a  soiu'ce  of 
regret  to  the  duke  ;  his  society  and  spontaneous 
regard  had  recalled  all  those  satisfactions  to  his 
mind  arising  from  the  soothing  voice  of  firiend- 
ship,  although  he  could  not  but  feel  that  the  tender 
attentions  of  his  children  and  the  smiles  of  his 
charming  guest  were  objects  that  conveyed  to  his 
breast  a  peculiar  degree  of  happiness,  and  with 
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which  the  images  of  his  re-union  with  his  friend^ 
at  a  moment  so  unexpected,  were  dehghtfully 
blended. 

Carlos,  that  faitliful  domestic,  in  private,  shared 
his  master's  enjoyments. 

"  Oh,  bless  your  reverence  !"  he  exclaimed,  as 
he  bmshed  a  tear  of  pleasure  from  his  eye ;  "  we 
have  had  a  long,  long  w  inter ;  but  now  summer 
has  begun  to  unveil  his  face,  he  will  not  rest  till 
he  has  made  the  flowers  bloom  in  rich  exuberance 
in  our  path.  Senor  Antonio  is  a  star  that  will 
eclipse  all  the  Spanish  luminaries  round  the 
throne  of  Philip ;  its  reflective  rays  shall  circle 
the  brow'  of  your  reverence,  and  Carlos  will  yet 
behold  the  house  of  his  beloved  master  restored 
to  its  former  splendour." 

The  duke's  eyes  brightened,  as  the  probability 
of  such  a  circumstance  crossed  his  mind ;  not  for 
his  own  sake,  but  for  the  sake  of  his  only  child, 
whose  virtues  and  exploits  were  the  glory  and  the 
theme  of  the  nation  and  the  joy  of  himself. 

The  time  for  Antonio's  revisiting  the  Nether- 
lands was  fast  approaching ;  and  though  love  had 
entered  his  heart,  it  had  not  checked  his  martial 
ardour,  but  rather  served  as  a  stimulus  to  future 
achievements.  His  name  was  already  enrolled 
amongst  the  most  gallant  sons  of  Spain,  and  he 
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was  still  ambitious  to  add  another  wreath  to  those 
that  at  so  early  a  period  flourished  round  his 
temples. 

The  knowledge  of  his  intended  departure  gave 
agony  to  the  breast  of  Leonora,  and  she  did  vio- 
lence to  her  own  feelings  in  the  vain  attempt  to 
appear  unconcerned.  The  duke,  with  inward 
pleasure,  remarked  her  perturbation,  and  the 
arch  Lucilla  was  not  backward  in  reading  her 
thoughts ;  but  each  party  confined  their  ideas 
at  present  to  themselves,  and  Leonora  was  per- 
fectly unconscious  that  her  secret  feelings  were 
suspected. 

On  the  moiTiing  prior  to  our  hero's  leaving  his 
home,  he  was  crossing  one  of  the  galleries,  when, 
for  the  first  time,  he  unexpectedly  encountered 
the  fair  object  of  his  passion  alone :  the  agitation 
of  both,  and  the  confusion  that  crimsoned  the 
cheeks  of  Leonora,  are  not  to  be  described ;  at 
length  Antonio,  recovering  himself,  said — 

"  Excuse  my  fi-eedom,  most  charming  Donna 
Leonora,  but  I  cannot  allow  this  opportunity  to 
escape  without  acknowledging  an  esteem  your 
bright  perfections  have  created :  more  than  this  I 
dare  not  have  the  presumption  to  utter,  since  my 
scrupulous  honour  will  not  allow  me  to  meditate 
a  conquest  so  far  above  my  merits  and  my  situa- 
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tion ;  but  whether  I  move  in  the  gay  assembly,  in 
the  solitary  walk,  or  combat  with  the  enemies  of 
my  country,  your  excellence  will  ever  find  a  place 
in  my  bosom." 

Leonora,  in  reply,  faltered  out  a  few  words  ex- 
pressive of  her  friendship  and  good  opinion ;  and 
probably  the  mutual  emotions  of  both  at  this 
juncture  might  have  led  to  confessions  of  a  more 
tender  nature,  had  not  Lucilla  suddenly  made 
her  appearance  and  interrupted  the  interview; 
however,  it  could  not  divest  them  of  those  reci- 
procal feelings  that  breathed  on  the  blossoms  of 
hope  the  softest  balm  of  inward  delight  and 
pleasing  anticipations  of  the  future. 

After  taking  a  tender  leave  of  his  friends,  An- 
tonio, once  more,  attended  as  usual  by  Carlos, 
bent  his  course  towards  St.  Sebastian,  and  in  six 
weeks  embarked  for  the  Netherlands,  where  they 
arrived  safely,  in  spite  of  boisterous  winds  and 
stormy  weather. 

Requesens  of  Castille  had  been  appointed  to 
succeed  the  Duke  of  Alva  as  governor:  his  gentle 
disposition  and  benevolent  ideas  impelled  him,  at 
first,  to  adopt  measmres  of  a  conciliatory  nature ; 
but  the  stiTiggle  was  still  too  mighty  between  the 
contending  parties,  and  their  several  calamities 
too  heavy,  for  either  side  to  be  benefited  by  his 
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friendly  negotiations ;  the  unnatural  ^val•fare  was 
therefore  continued,  and  the  besieged  and  be- 
siegers alike  determined  to  perish  by  the  sword 
rather  than  submit. 

Our  hero  was  destined  to  distinguish  himself 
at  the  siege  of  Leyden ;  but  that  proving  unfor- 
tunate to  the  cause  of  Philip,  he  afterwards  at- 
tended the  invasion  of  Zealand.  Here  the  regent 
had  an  opportunity  (being  present  in  person)  of 
remarking  the  enterprising  character  of  Antonio, 
whose  vigilance,  activity,  and  sagacity  filled  him 
with  equal  astonishment  and  admiration ;  while 
his  exhortations  to  the  soldiers,  and  the  bold- 
ness of  his  example,  concuiTed  to  excite  emu- 
lation, and  they  laid  siege  to  Zuricsee.  On  the 
walls  of  the  capital,  Antonio  himself  planted  the 
royal  standard,  and  was  flattered  by  the  praises 
of  all  those  who  sullied  not  the  glory  of  the  day 
by  envy. 

The  length  of  the  siege  and  exti-aordinary 
exertions,  had  deeply  injured  the  constitution  of 
Requesens  ;  he  was  suddenly  taken  ill,  and  his 
disorder  declared  dangerous  ;  but  even  on  his 
death-bed,  his  actirity  and  vigour  of  mind  did 
not  forsake  him ;  he  ^vrote  a  letter  with  his  own 
hand  to  Philip,  recommending  our  hero,  in  the 
strongest  language,  to  his  royal  notice,  protesting 
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that  to  his  superior  bravery  much  of  their  late 
success  was  owing.  Having  clone  this  act  of  jus- 
tice, as  he  deemed  it,  and  inclosed  the  letter  with 
the  despatches  intended  for  the  king,  he  shortly 
after  expired. 
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CHAPTER  III. 

It  was  but  tvro  days  after  this  solemn  event,  that 
Antonio  received  a  letter,  penned  by  the  Duke  of 
Aranda ;  its  contents  gave  him  so  severe  a  shock, 
that  he  instantly  laid  it  before  Carlos.  It  was  to 
this  effect : — "  That  a  few  weeks  after  his  depar- 
ture for  the  Netherlands,  Lucilla  accompanied 
Donna  Leonora  and  Don  Lewis  de  Alteo  to 
Madrid,  and  had  been  with  them  five  months,  her 
stay  having  been  prolonged  by  the  earnest  desire 
of  Donna  Leonora  and  her  father,  when,  to  their 
sui'prise  and  consternation,  she  was  suddenly  torn 
from  them :  no  cost  had  been  spared,  nor  any 
means  left  untried,  to  recover  her,  but  every  ex- 
pedient had  hitherto  proved  fruitless.  The  duke 
VOL.  II.  D 
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concluded  by  begging  him  to  visit  Madrid  imme- 
diately, if  possible,  and  seek  an  interview  with 
Don  Lewis ;  from  him  he  would  receive  a  better 
explanation  than  his  own  grief  would  allow  him 
to  give. 

After  much  difficulty  and  delay,  owing  to  the 
recent  death  of  the  governor,  Antonio  and  Carlos 
succeeded  in  leaving  the  Netherlands.  During 
their  voyage,  the  affair  relative  to  Lucilla  was  the 
general  theme  of  their  private  conferences.  An- 
tonio was  aware  that  the  birth  and  family  of  Don 
Lewis  de  Alteo  were  equal  to  the  first  Grandee  of 
Spain,  and  for  any  person,  he  remarked,  to  re- 
move, either  by  force  or  fi'aud,  a  young  lady  from 
beneath  the  roof  of  so  powerful  a  nobleman,  was 
an  action  so  daring  and  unexampled,  as  to  set  con- 
jecture at  defiance ;  and  conviction  spoke  to  his 
heart  that  his  beloved  sister  would  not,  volunta- 
rily, or  in  a  clandestine  manner,  have  quitted  the 
protection  of  such  distinguished  friends.  A  prey 
to  the  keenest  anxiety,  they  at  length  landed  in 
Spain,  and  Antonio  having  sent  off  a  letter  inform- 
ing the  duke  of  that  circumstance,  they  pursued 
their  journey  to  Madrid  with  all  possible  speed. 

Don  Lewis  received  our  hero  with  marked  re- 
gard, mixed  with  expressions  of  deep  regi'et  for 
the   cause   that   had    called  him   from  the  Low 
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Countries ;  he  then  introduced  him  to  Donna 
Leonora,  and  ^Yitnessed  with  much  satisfaction 
the  tender  glances  and  strong  emotions  of  the 
lovers,  but  the  serious  affair  that  engaged  his 
attention  checked  his  pleasure  for  the  present,  and 
at  the  earnest  desire  of  Antonio,  he  recited  the 
manner  in  which  Lucilla  had  been  torn  from 
them,  but  which  we  will  give  in  our  own  words, 
with  a  few  other  particulars,  to  the  reader. 

Antonio  had  been  gone  but  a  short  time  to  the 
Netherlands  ere  Don  Lewis  paid  a  second  visit 
to  the  Duke  of  Aranda,  with  a  view  to  take  back 
his  daughter  to  ^Madrid,  and  claim  the  promise  of 
Lucilla's  company;  things  being  settled  to  this 
effect,  the  latter  looked  forward  with  no  small 
delight  to  that  moment  when  her  secluded  and 
dull  abode  would  be  exchanged  for  the  dazzling 
theatre  of  the  world,  whose  bright  extent  she 
imagined  was  formed  for  unbounded  felicity,  not- 
withstanding the  rigid  lessons  of  the  Duke  and  the 
tragical  relations  of  om*  hero.  The  Duke,  a  few 
days  before  their  separation,  called  her  into  his 
study,  and  embracing  her  tenderly,  drew  from  a 
case  a  small  miniature  picture,  riclily  set  with 
gems,  which  he  presented  to  her  acceptance,  with 
these  remarks — 

"  You  are  now  on  the  eve  of  leaving  this  peace- 
D  2 
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ful  reti-eat,  and  the  protection  of  him  ^vho  has  ever 
watched  over  yonr  virtues  and  beauty  with  that 
vigilance  and  parental  affection  which  your  inno- 
cence and  the  delicacy  of  your  sex  called  for ;  the 
luxury  and  magnificence  to  which  you  will  soon 
be  introduced,  will  naturally  at  first  engage  your 
attention  and  excite  your  admiration,  but  let  me 
warn  you  to  beware  of  the  attentions  and  artful 
compliments  of  men,  to  which,  in  a  mixed  com- 
pany, you  will  unavoidably  be  exposed — men  who 
will  not  hesitate  to  violate  the  laws  of  hospitality 
and  all  the  obligations  of  generous  friendship; 
but  should  your  heart  at  any  time  be  fascinated 
by  their  flatteries,  cast  your  eyes  on  that  portrait, 
the  likeness  of  your  mother,  and  let  its  melting 
impression  act  as  an  instructive  voice,  as  a  friendly 
monitor  against  those  insidious  temptations,  those 
ofiicious  delights  that  lure  the  unsuspecting  to 
certain  ruin;  and,  as  you  value  your  own  safety, 
and  the  safety  of  those  who  are  dear  to  your  feel- 
ings, betray  not  the  retreat  where  your  infant 
years  have  been  sheltered;  and  may  the  blessed 
Virgin  take  you  under  her  holy  protection  and 
direct  your  steps  aright." 

"  And  this  is  the  likeness  of  my  mother !"  said 
Lucilla,  as  she  eagerly  contemplated  the  painting. 
"  What  a  charming  creature !  what  feminine  soft- 
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iiess — and,  oli!  what  celestial  beauty  bloom  in 
those  faultless  features.  Dear  venerated  shade, 
thy  heavenly  looks  shall  urge  thy  daughter  to  the 
practice  of  every  virtue  that  should  adoni  the  cha- 
racter of  woman !" 

Here  she  bm*st  into  tears,  and  having  tied  the 
picture  round  her  neck,  she  kissed  the  hand  of 
the  duke  with  grateful  affection,  assuring  him  that 
he  might  depend  upon  her  rectitude  of  conduct 
and  greatness  of  mind  to  act  in  all  things  as  be- 
came her  situation,  and  the  honom*  of  her  sex. 

The  picture  in  question  had  been  copied  by  the 
duke,  in  happier  days,  from  one  in  the  possession 
of  his  wife,  which  he  carelessly  deposited  in  his 
porte-lettre,  where  it  remained  for  some  years, 
when  he  delivered  it  to  Carlos,  w^ith  proper  means 
and  instructions  to  have  it  framed  and  set  with 
brilliants,  intending  it  as  a  present  to  Lucilla  at 
some  future  period. 

The  parting  between  the  duke  and  Lucilla 
was  affecting  in  the  extreme,  but  her  tears  were 
quickly  dried  when  she  began  to  taste  the  sweets 
of  novelty,  and  saw  in  the  distance  the  most  de- 
lightful prospects,  assuming  a  thousand  different 
shapes  of  gladness,  such  as  in  her  gayest  dreams 
had  never  lived  or  bloomed ;  w  hilst,  amongst  the 
charming   variety,   the  beautiful   towns  through 
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which  they  passed,  mixed  with  the  busy  noise  and 
hurry  of  the  multitude,  were  not  less  pleasing  to 
her  fancy  than  the  flowery  abodes  of  nature. 
After  they  had  arrived  at  Madrid,  Lucilla  was 
introduced  to  the  friends  of  Don  Lewis  as  an 
orphan  relation,  who  had  accompanied  his  daughter 
from  a  distant  part  of  Spain,  and  who  would  re- 
main as  a  visitor  to  them  for  some  considerable 
time. 

Among  the  numerous  persons  who  crowded  to 
congratulate  Don  Lewis  on  having  prevailed  on 
his  daughter  to  relinquish  her  design  of  becoming 
a  nun,  Don  Vico  and  his  family  were  the  most 
conspicuous;  the  former  no  sooner  beheld  Lucilla, 
than,  for  the  first  time,  he  felt  the  power  of  love  ; 
and  every  succeeding  intemew  strengthened  the 
passion  which  the  charms  of  her  mind  and  person 
had  kindled.  In  the  meantime,  an  old  nobleman 
of  the  court,  the  Marquis  of  Siguenza,  apj^eared 
to  have  received  as  strong  an  impression  as  his 
young  rival;  and  as  he  was  very  rich,  and  had 
ever  been  admitted  to  the  private  confidence  of 
Philip,  he  was  considered  as  likely  to  succeed  in 
preference  to  others  who  languished  for  the  aflfec- 
tions  of  the  beauteous  Lucilla.  However,  i3ublic 
opinion  was  wrong  in  this  instance,  the  marquis 
after  a  time  made  a  formal  tender  of  his  hand  to 
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the  object  of  his  admiration,  but,  to  his  astonish- 
ment and  chagiin,  it  was  politely  declined ;  the 
finuness  and  dignity  of  her  manner  on  this  occa- 
sion convinced  him  that  from  her  he  had  nothing 
to  hope,  he  therefore  detenuined  to  apj^eal  to  the 
authority  and  indidgence  of  his  sovereign,  who 
had  descended  on  similar  occasions  to  take  an 
active  part  in  the  love  affairs  of  his  favourites. 

The  marquis  accordingly  laid  his  desires  before 
his  majesty,  and  solicited  his  interference ;  the 
king  did  not  hesitate  to  gi'ant  his  request,  and 
listened  with  no  little  ciu:iosity  and  incredulity  to 
the  high  encomiums  which  he  bestowed  on  the 
beauty  and  merits  of  the  accomplished  charmer. 

"  Love,"  he  replied,  "  has  inflamed  your  imagi- 
nation ;  let  reason  be  the  umpire,  and  half  the 
charms  of  your  mistress  will  lose  their  celestial 
hue." 

"  By  heavens  !"  rejoined  the  marquis,  "  I  do  not 
exaggerate  ;  she  even  excels  in  beauty  the  much 
admired  painting  that  decorates  the  north  gallery 
of  your  majesty's  palace." 

"  Ridicidousl"  exclaimed  Philip,  with  an  agi- 
tated air;  "the  loveliest  female  in  the  creation 
can  never  be  coequal  with  that  peerless  woman  !" 

"  Then  pardon  me,  my  sovereign,"  returned  the 
marquis,  if  I  aver  that  Donna  Lucilla  is  an  inimit- 
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able  copy  of  that  divine  excellence,  so  much  so, 
that  had  the  latter  life  and  motion,  I  could  not 
possibly  distinguish  one  from  the  other  but  by 
the  different  colour  of  their  eyes,  and  a  certain 
haughty  air  for  ^vhich  the  former  is  peculiarly 
distinguished." 

The  king  in  silence  seized  his  arm,  and  con- 
ducting him  to  a  gallery  literally  crowded  with 
portraits  as  large  as  life,  and  pointing  to  one  that 
stood  pre-eminent  for  beauty  amongst  them  all, 
he  exclaimed — 

"  Dare  you  to  advance,  marquis,  so  incredible 
an  assertion,  that  your  mistress  bears  the  least 
resemblance  to  that  angelic  form,  and  whose 
radiant  features  outvie  the  fairest  daughters  of 
Elysium !" 

"  Were  my  faith  and  honour  at  stake,"  returned 
the  marquis,  "  I  must  answer  to  your  majesty,  that 
the  likeness  is  so  perfect,  and  altogether  so  nicely 
exact,  that  I  confess  I  am  myself  all  amazement." 
The  king,  musing  for  a  few  minutes,  said,  '*  I 
must  see  this  paragon  of  perfection;  it  will  be  the 
only  way  to  determine  a  circumstance  so  extra- 
ordinary and  mysterious,  and  I  have  peculiar 
reasons  for  wishing  to  be  satisfied  on  this  subject, 
wliich  you  may  probably  know  hereafter,  ^ou 
are  aware  that  une  assernhUe  a  la  cour  will  be  held 
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at  GUI-  2>alace  at  Aranjuez  on  the  sixteenth;  the 
attendance  of  Don  Lewis  and  his  family  must  be 
made  a  point  of  etiquette  not  to  be  omitted." 

Philip  and  the  marquis  now  separated;  the 
former  hastened  to  a  2)rivate  room  to  indulge  the 
disdainful  emotions  and  indignant  feelings  which 
had  led  him  on  to  vengeance;  the  latter  took  his 
way  homeward,  inwardly  surprised  at  the  conduct 
and  expressions  of  the  king,  and  half  jealous  of 
the  motives  which  accompanied  his  anxiety  to 
behold  the  lovely  Lucilla.  However,  the  affair 
excited  his  watchfulness,  and  redoubled  his  ardour 
to  win  the  prize ;  her  consanguinity  to  Don  Lewis 
was,  he  thought,  sufficient  proof  of  her  illustrious 
birth,  independent  of  her  own  matchless  qualities, 
wliich  exclusively  established  the  dignity  of  her 
rank. 

A  few  days  prior  to  the  assembly  at  Aranjuez, 
the  marquis  called  upon  Don  Lewis,  and  found 
him  and  his  family  making  preparations  for  their 
appearance  at  court,  agreeable  to  the  invitation 
they  had  received,  with  many  others  of  the  prin- 
cipal nobility.  As  he  had  recently  received  a 
negative  to  his  suit  from  the  lips  of  Lucilla,  he 
forbore  to  renew  the  subject  to  Don  Lewis,  lest  it 
should  in  any  way  be  the  means  of  excluding  him 
from  their  party,  which  he  had  a  jiarticular  desire 
D  3 
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to  join.  However,  it  so  happened,  on  the  day  in 
question,  the  king  commanded  his  personal  atten- 
dance on  himself,  and  the  disappomted  marquis 
was  obliged  to  exchange  the  pleasure  he  had  in 
S4ew  for  one  much  less  pleasing  to  his  imagi- 
nation. 

Lucilla  was  delighted  with  the  idea  of  going  to 
Aranjuez  on  such  a  splendid  occasion  ;  for  in  the 
many  distinguished  assemblies  where  she  had 
glittered  a  peerless  maid,  she  had  not  had  the 
felicity  of  seeing  his  majesty,  the  very  pleasure  for 
which  she  sighed.  This  idea  was  so  blended  with 
her  Antonio's  exploits,  with  her  venerated  guar- 
dian, and  her  own  loyal  feelings,  that  she  regarded 
the  approaching  introduction  to  his  presence  with 
transport.  At  length  the  wished-for  morning 
came;  she  rose  early,  and  roused  Donna  Leonora 
from  a  sound  sleep. 

"  Bless  me!"  exclaimed  the  latter,  "what  odd 
freak  is  this,  my  dear  Lucilla — is  it  love !  or  is  it 
an  eager  desire  to  be  in  the  company  of  princes 
that  disturbs  your  repose  r" 

"  Ah,  you  malicious  creature,"  returned  Lucilla, 
smiling;  "but  for  once  I  shall  leave  you  to  make 
yoiu'own  conjectures,  while  I  deliberately  indulge 
my  frolic,  and  divert  the  tedious  moments  by  look- 
ing over  my  jewels   and   dres>s,   and  practising  a 
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few  modish  airs,  lest  I  should  appear  to  disad- 
vantage among  such  a  gay  assemblage  of  rank 
and  beauty." 

"  Methinks  it  will  be  well,"  rejoined  Leonora, 
"  if  the  mightiest  of  the  Spanish  youth  do  not  wax 
weak  in  the  presenee  of  thy  all-subduing  charms. 
Alas  !  had  I  thy  beauty,  I  would  veil  it,  lest  Spain 
itself  should  share  the  fate  of  Troy." 

Lucilla  laughed,  and  begged  to  waive  the  com- 
pliments, for  Lucilla  was  not  conscious  of  pos- 
sessing that  fatal  beauty  that  was  shortly  to  expose 
her  to  the  direful  vengeance  of  a  powerful  foe.  She 
arrayed  herself  in  a  magnificent  costume,  suitable 
to  the  important  occasion,  and  the  arrangement  of 
her  mother's  hair  pleasing  her  fancy,  as  it  was 
agreeable  to  the  rules  of  the  reigning  mode,  her 
own  was  dressed  in  a  similar  manner  j  and  never 
did  this  charming  creature  appear  so  graceful  and 
lovely  as  on  her  first  introduction  into  the  draw- 
ing-room at  Ai'anjuez.  The  presence  of  Don  Vico, 
who,  with  his  family,  had  accompanied  them,  added 
a  softness  to  her  alluring  beauty  that  justly  secured 
her  the  admiration  of  the  company  assembled. 
The  announcement  of  the  king,  however,  drew  off 
their  attention ;  his  majesty  entered,  and  the  Mar- 
quis of  Siguenza  was  amongst  the  train  of  his 
courtiers  ;  his  eyes  wandered  in  search  of  Lucilla  ; 
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but  the  bustle  tliat  followed  the  king's  entrance 
was  at  first  so  general  as  to  prevent  his  seeing 
her ;  but  he  presently  beheld  her  led  up  in  the 
usual  form  of  court  etiquette ;  his  eyes  lingered 
for  a  moment  on  her  person,  and  then  rested  upon 
Philip.  In  the  meantime,  Lucilla,  as  she  came  in 
view  of  the  king,  trembled  excessively,  and  mo- 
destly lifted  her  eyes  from  the  picture  of  her 
mother  which  sparkled  on  her  bosom,  when  her 
timidity  quickly  gave  way  to  alarm,  for  the  king, 
fixing  an  earnest  gaze  on  her  countenance,  she 
saw  a  violent  tremor  shake  his  form  ;  he  started, 
as  fi'om  a  dream,  and  turning  to  his  courtiers,  de- 
clared that  he  was  suddenly  indisposed,  and  then 
precij^itately  withdrew,  followed  by  his  family  and 
attendants. 

The  king's  sudden  illness  struck  a  panic  through- 
out the  assembly,  yet  none  ventured  to  make  re- 
marks upon  the  subject;  but  all  awaited  in  silent 
suspense  the  issue  of  such  an  unlooked-for  cir- 
cumstance. 

After  a  considerable  time,  it  was  formally  an- 
nounced to  the  nobility  that  his  majesty  continued 
too  ill  to  return  to  the  company  ;  the  court  in  con- 
sequence separated,  to  the  great  disappointment 
and  regret  of  Lucilla  ;  but  however  she  might  de- 
plore the  necessity  of  their  abrupt  departure  from 


THE    OATH    OF    ALLEGIA^XE.  61 

the  dazzling  scene,  it  arose  not  so  much  from  un- 
gratified  curiosity  as  from  a  feeling  of  inward 
sorrow  at  the  king's  indisposition,  whose  actions 
and  qualities  had  ever  been  regarded  by  her  with 
peculiar  partiality. 

About  a  month  after  this  period,  Don  Lewis 
prepared  to  visit  Toledo,  on  particular  business, 
accompanied  by  Lucilla  and  Donna  Leonora. 
They  had  got  nearly  twenty  miles  on  their  way 
thither,  and  were  travelling  slowly  along  the  road, 
which  was  enclosed  on  every  side  by  deeyt  woods 
and  lofty  hills,  when  their  fmther  progress  was 
interrupted  by  the  appearance  of  six  armed  men, 
who  suiToimded  the  carnage  ;  all  their  faces  were 
concealed  in  masks,  and  the  foremost,  pointing  to 
Lucilla,  exclaimed,  *'  There  is  your  victim  !"  The 
unfortunate  girl  was  instantly  seized,  and  carried 
off"  in  spite  of  her  cries,  and  the  vigorous  resistance 
made  by  Don  Lewis  and  his  two  male  domestics. 
Donna  Leonora  was  nearly  frantic  for  the  loss  of 
her  companion,  and  Don  Lewis,  in  no  better  fiame 
of  mind,  hastened  to  the  neigliboiaing  village  to 
procure  assistance,  and  then  commenced  a  search 
after  his  lost  guest,  but  without  efi'ect ;  he  conse- 
quently returned  to  Madrid,  and  speedily  made 
the  affair  known  to  the  civil  authorities;  but  every 
exertion  failed  to  answer  the  desired  end,  and  thus 
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weeks  passed  away,  embittered  by  fearM  appre- 
hensions, mixed  with  vain  conjectures,  concerning 
the  cruel  author  of  this  singular  misfortune,  as  the 
men  had  evidently  lain  in  ambush  purposely  to 
seize  Lucilla,  and  not  for  plunder  (none  of  his 
property  having  been  touched),  he  ascribed  the 
insult  to  some  presumptuous  and  licentious  indi- 
vidual who  had  taken  this  vile  method  to  secure 
his  victim  and  escape  detection. 

The  beauty  and  virtues  of  Lucilla  excited  a 
general  interest  in  her  favour,  and  many  of  the 
nobility  and  their  families  called  upon  Don  Lewis 
to  deplore  the  wrongs  of  their  yoimg  favourite, 
and  to  offer  their  services  as  a  testimony  of  their 
esteem.  Don  Vico  was  not  tardy  in  uniting  his 
exertions  with  those  of  others  on  this  occasion, 
and  it  was  now  that  Don  Lewis  first  discovered 
the  ardent  attachment  of  this  young  nobleman  for 
the  daughter  of  his  dearest  friend ;  but  as  this 
was  not  a  time  to  notice  a  circumstance  that  gave 
him  the  greatest  pleasure,  he  made  no  remarks 
upon  the  subject. 

As  the  king  had  been  informed  of  the  violence 
that  had  been  offered  to  Lucilla,  and  had  espoused 
her  cause,  Don  Lewis  flattered  himself  that  her 
speedy  recovery  would  be  the  happy  result  of  his 
interference  ;  but  the  base  ravisher,  who  had  pre- 
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sumed  to  trample  on  the  social  rights  of  his  fellow- 
beings,  continued  to  triumph  in  his  schemes,  and 
Don  Lewis,  at  length  losing  all  hopes  of  disco- 
vering her,  deemed  it  just  and  prudent  secretly  to 
inform  the  duke  of  their  cruel  loss. 

The  duke,  penetrated  with  grief  and  amazement, 
wrote  those  hasty  lines  to  his  son,  which  have 
been  noticed  ;  who,  after  being  informed  of  the 
manner  in  which  Lucilla  had  been  torn  from  her 
friends,  knew  not  on  what  to  fix,  as  everything 
had  been  done  that  wealth  or  affection  could 
achieve. 

The  king,  on  perusing  the  epistle  which  had 
been  penned  by  the  dying  Requesens,  wherein  he 
warmly  recommended  Antonio  to  his  royal  favour, 
felt  his  curiosity  strongly  excited,  as  this  was  the 
third  general  who  had  spoken  in  the  highest  terms 
of  this  hero's  \'irtues  and  abilities ;  but  the  unpro- 
tected state  of  the  Netherlands,  which,  owing  to 
the  death  of  the  governor,  was  at  this  juncture 
exposed  to  all  the  ferocity  and  tumultuous  mutiny 
of  the  soldiers,  now  engaged  his  attention ;  he 
wanted  to  select  a  regent,  on  whose  inviolable 
attachment  he  coidd  depend,  and  whose  vigorous 
and  intrepid  proceedings  would  preserve  his 
authority  entire. 

Don  John,  of  Austria,  was  a  natural  son  of  the 
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late  emperor,  and  Avas  equally  distinguished  lor 
his  beauty  and  his  bravery ;  he  had  already  dis- 
played his  military  talents  in  several  important 
enterprises ;  he  ^vas,  besides,  noted  for  an  in- 
flexible constancy  under  the  severest  difficulties, 
and  for  a  sagacity,  mixed  with  a  winning  affability, 
that  made  his  name  popular  throughout  the  nation. 
Yet  those  virtues,  instead  of  securing  Philip's  re- 
gard, only  roused  his  jealousy,  and  awakened  his 
envy ;  and  had  he  been  at  full  liberty  to  have  in- 
dulged his  inclinations,  he  would  have  deprived 
him  of  all  his  illustrious  distinctions  and  hard- 
earned  laurels  ;  but  policy,  for  the  present,  got 
the  better  of  his  inward  resentment,  and  prudence 
suggested  the  idea  of  nominating  Don  John 
regent  of  the  Low  Countries.*  In  the  meantime, 
the  arrival  of  Antonio  at  the  mansion  of  Don 
Lewis,  and  his  near  affinity  to  Lucilla,liad,  through 
the  channel  of  admiring  friends,  been  conveyed  to 
the  ear  of  royalty.  Philip  received  the  latter  part 
of  the  information  with  fearful  perturbation ;  he 
hastily  sought  the  privacy  of  his  own  chamber. 
"  Would  that  I  could  extirpate  the  whole  of  this 
hated  race,"  he  exclaimed,  "  or  consign  to  eternal 

*  Don  John,  of  Austria,  was  half  hrother  to  Philip,  and 
was  made  regent  of  the  Netherlands ;  but  expired  in  a  Avay 
that  attached  to  that  monarch  the  foul  crime  of  fratricide. 
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oblivion  those  weighty  injuries  and  dark  events 
that  have  overshadowed  my  soul  with  pei'petiial 
gloom."' 

Antonio,  unconscious  of  the  storm  that  was 
lurking  in  the  distance,  continued  to  unite  his 
exertions  with  those  of  Don  Lewis  and  his  friends 
for  the  recovery  of  Lucilla ;  and  one  evening,  as 
Don  Lewis  and  himself  were  talking  over  the  sub- 
ject, Don  Vico  was  announced.  The  mutual  embar- 
rassment of  both  is  not  to  be  described.  However, 
the  latter,  after  the  usual  introduction  by  Don 
Lewis,  eagerly  extended  his  hand  to  Antonio,  who 
received  it  with  warmth,  and  apologized  for  his 
former  conduct.  Don  Vico  was  equally  frank  in 
his  behaviour,  and  these  mutual  concessions  ended 
in  a  renewal  of  friendship,  more  firmly  cemented 
by  the  honourable  and  ardent  afitction  which  the 
latter  bore  to  Lucilla,  and  which  he  scrupled  not 
publicly  to  acknowledge.  As  Antonio  had  ever 
contemplated  Don  A'ico's  character  with  the 
highest  esteem,  he  seconded  his  pretensions  with 
cordial  satisfaction,  although  his  pleasiu-e  was 
considerably  diminished  by  the  afflicting  absence 
of  the  charming  creatme,  of  whose  fate  they  were 
still  ignorant. 

Perplexed  and  absorbed  in  sorrow  as  was 
Antonio,  yet  he  could  not  forget  the  misfortunes 
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of  his  friends ;  and  as  soon  as  opportunity  per- 
mitted, he  hastened  to  pay  his  respects  to  the 
Duke  and  Duchess  of  Alva,  who  received  him 
Avith  unabated  regard :  the  latter  wept  as  she 
named  her  son,  who  was  still  a  prisoner  in  the 
Castle  of  Uzeda. 

"  We  have  fiequently,"  she  exclaimed,  "  peti- 
tioned the  king  to  release  him  from  his  confine- 
ment; but  he  solemnly  declares  that  he  shall 
never  be  liberated  till  he  consents  to  receive  the 
hand  of  Adelaide ;  and  my  son  still  firmly  refuses 
to  purchase  liberty  on  such  conditions." 

"His  obstinacy,  Madam,"  said  the  duke,  sternly, 
"  will,  no  doubt,  be  a  source  of  still  greater  mis- 
fortune to  himself  and  his  family.  Philip,  by 
nature  severe  and  impatient,  cannot  brook  this 
contempt  of  his  authority,  and  many  indulgences 
that  Gracia  at  first  enjoyed  are  now  withdrawn ; 
none  of  his  friends  are  allowed  to  visit  him  but 
under  very  peculiar  circumstances;  and  when  an 
order  is  obtained  for  admittance  to  his  prison,  it 
is  always  fettered  with  restrictions  by  no  means 
agreeable." 

Antonio  expressed  the  deepest  concern  at  this 
intelligence ;  his  sympathy  was  grateful  to  the 
feelings  of  the  duchess,  nor  was  it  much  less  so 
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to  the  duke,  whose  inward  grief  was  more  severe 
than  he  chose  to  avow. 

"  We  are  going  to  visit  Don  Gracia  to-monow," 
he  said ;  "  with  all  his  faults,  he  is  sincere  in  his 
friendships ;  and  if  you  have  any  desire,  Don 
Antonio,  to  see  him,  you  are  at  liberty  to  embrace 
the  present  oj^portunity,  as  there  will  be  sufficient 
room  for  you  in  our  carriage." 

Antonio  acceded  to  the  proposal  with  infinite 
pleasure,  believing  that  his  unexpected  appear- 
ance would  prove  equally  pleasing  to  Don  Gracia. 
The  duke  therefore  named  the  hour  of  his  depar- 
tiue,  and  the  conversation  then  turned  upon  Lu- 
cilla. 

"  I  understand,"  remarked  the  duchess,  "  that 
the  lovely  girl  is  your  sister,  and  that  it  was  not 
till  after  you  had  left  Madrid  that  Don  Lewis 
accidentally  discovered  yoiu:  affinity  to  him :  the 
nobility  of  your  birth  could  not  be  doubted, 
although  your  connexions,  at  the  period  of  your 
first  arrival  here,  were  unknown." 

Antonio,  with  some  difficulty,  concealed  his 
emban-assment,  as  the  duchess  delivered  her  re- 
marks ;  however,  he  made  some  vague  reply,  and 
happily  neither  the  duke  nor  duchess  noticed  his 
confusion.     On  his  return  to  the  mansion  of  Don 
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Lewis,  he  informed  that  nobleman  of  the  arrange- 
ment which  had  been  made  by  the  duke  for  his 
visit  to  Uzeda,  and  likewise  mentioned  the  obser- 
vations which  had  been  made  by  the  duchess  con- 
cerning himself  and  Lucilla. 

"  Father  Austin,"  replied  Don  Lewis,  answ^er- 
ing  to  the  latter  part  of  Antonio's  speech,  "  was 
my  earliest  and  dearest  friend ;  it  is  absolutely 
necessary,  for  the  safety  of  all  parties,  that  your 
mutual  situations  should  still  remain  a  profound 
secret  to  the  world  ;  nevertheless,  it  does  not  fol- 
low^ that  the  youth  and  beauty  of  your  sister,  and 
your  own  eminent  abilities,  are  for  ever  to  be 
consigned  to  eternal  seclusion.  As  my  relations, 
you  both  escaj^e  the  prying  eyes  of  curiosity, 
which  would  soon  have  perplexed  your  noble 
nature ;  your  revered  protector  is  hajjpy  in  the 
idea  that,  by  this  arrangement,  the  children  of  his 
love  are  secured  from  those  dangers  which  would 
be  the  probable  consequence  of  a  discovery  to 
the  contrary.  The  time  wdll  come  when  you  will 
be  made  acquainted  with  the  important  but  un- 
happy circumstances  alluded  to ;  at  present,  rest 
satisfied  that  your  birth  is  noble,  and  that  you 
might  claim  equality  with  the  first  grandee  in 
Spain." 

Antonio  respected  the  motives  that  led  his  pro- 
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tector  to  conceal  his  real  connexions ;  and  tliough 
possessing  no  hereditary  distinctions,  ho  was  flat- 
tered with  the  knowledge  that  his  birth  was  illus- 
trious, and  that,  when  in  company  with  men  of 
rank  and  genius,  he  was  only  mixing  with  that 
society  upon  whose  courtesy  he  had  a  just 
claim. 

The  next  morning,  according  to  appointment, 
Antonio  accompanied  the  Duke  and  Duchess  of 
Alva  to  the  Castle  of  Uzeda,  which  lay  about 
thirty  miles  from  ^ladrid.  As  they  approached 
within  view  of  the  fi'owning  structure,  the  duchess 
lifted  up  her  eyes,  swimming  in  tears,  and  direct- 
ing the  attention  of  our  hero  to  its  dark  walls, 
exclaimed,  in  bitterness,  "  That  is  the  gloomy 
pile  that  encloses  my  devoted  child."  The  duke 
sighed  deeply,  but  made  no  answer,  and  after 
leaving  the  carriage,  they  severally  arrived  at  the 
massy  gates  of  the  building.  The  waters  of  the 
Parama  washed  its  base,  and  a  series  of  rugged 
heights,  darkened  with  woods,  rose  invincible 
above  its  venerable  towers.  The  guard,  on  de- 
scrying our  party,  passed  from  beneath  a  narrow, 
thick  wall,  and  knowing  the  duke,  hallooed  to 
the  trusty  keepers  of  the  prison,  vociferating, 
"  The  Duke  of  Alva  !"  Presently,  several  huge 
bolts  rolled  from  their  flinty  shackles,  and  they 
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were  admitted  to  a  passage  that  was  both  dark 
and  chilly.  Leaving  this  dismal  place,  they 
hastened  forward,  and  reached  the  door  of  the 
apartment  in  which  Don  Gracia  was  confined : 
their  conductor  now  drew  a  ponderous  key  from 
his  side,  and  placing  it  in  the  lock,  the  door  gave 
way,  and  they  ]3assed  the  gloomy  entrance. 

By  the  feeble  light  which  gleamed  through  the 
grated  casements,  iVntonio  beheld  Don  Gracia. 
He  was  attired  in  a  plain  loose  dress,  his  looks 
were  pale,  and  his  fine  hair  undressed ;  he  ardently 
embraced  his  mother,  and  in  faint  accents  assured 
her  that  he  was  quite  well.  He  next  paid  his  re- 
spects to  the  duke,  who,  struggling  with  his  sor- 
row, introduced  our  hero.  Don  Gracia  was  nearly 
overpowered  by  the  sui*prise. 

"  Is  it  possible,"  he  exclaimed,  *^  that  I  see 
Don  Antonio,  on  whose  meritorious  conduct  and 
generous  friendship  I  have  so  often  dwelt  with 
peculiar  pleasure  ?  Alas !  in  what  a  humiliating 
situation  do  you  behold  me, — strij)ped  of  all  my 
glory,  and,  like  a  traitor,  shut  up  in  infamous 
security,  in  a  room  unbroken  by  a  sound,  save 
the  heavy  footsteps  of  my  ever-vigilant  guards." 
Here  he  gazed  tenderly  upon  Antonio,  and,  with  a 
burst  of  keen  feeling,  seized  and  pressed  his 
hands. 
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"  Subscribe  to  the  conditions  offered  to  your 
acceptance,"  said  the  duke,  "  and  your  sovereign 
will  release  you  immediately.  "  The  tenns  are 
just  and  honourable ;  and  in  a  union  with  Ade- 
laide, I  am  persuaded  you  will  meet  happiness." 

"  In  all  other  cases,  I  am  obedient  to  the  king's 
commands,"  returned  Don  Gracia ;  "  but  in  this 
affair  I  will  judge  for  myself;  and  rather  will  I 
measure  the  circumference  of  this  apartment  year 
after  year* — rather  will  I  groan  with  the  weight  of 
ignominious  fetters,  and  finally  sink  beneath  the 
implacable  Avrath  of  my  oppressor,  than  traffic 
with  the  freedom  of  my  mind." 

Antonio  could  not  but  admire  the  undaunted 
resolution  of  Don  Gracia,  who,  unsubdued  by 
suffering,  and  unawed  by  the  threats  of  his  power- 
fid  adversary,  still  adhered  to  his  detennination 
of  not  yielding  to  the  king's  authority  in  this 
instance. 

After  some  time  had  elapsed,  the  duke  and 
duchess  withdrew,  in  order  to  give  Don  Gracia 
and  Antonio  an  opportunity  of  exchanging  senti- 
ments of  regard  unembarrassed  by  their  presence. 
As  the  door  opened,  Antonio  beheld  guards  sta- 
tioned opposite  the  apartment;  and  on  his  re- 
marking the  circumstance,  Don  Gracia  informed 
him  that  they  always  paraded  the  galleries  where 
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the  state  prisoners  were  confined,  and  were 
otherwise  particularly  watchful  of  the  entrance 
and  exit  of  all  visitors,  of  whatever  rank  they 
might  be. 

"  But  as  our  interview  will  soon  be  concluded, 
dear  Antonio,"  he  continued,  "  I  will  take  advan- 
tage of  the  present  moment,  and  put  into  your 
hands  two  or  three  written  sheets,  wherein  I  have 
narrated  and  displayed  the  conflicts  of  my  mind, 
with  several  little  incidents  connected  with  my 
abode  in  this  dreary  place  ;  for,  on  my  first  arrival 
here,  I  was  allowed  the  use  of  pen  and  paper, 
but  that  indulgence,  for  obvious  reasons,  is  now 
withdrawn.  However,  I  contrived  to  elude  the 
vigilance  of  my  lynx-eyed  guard,  and,  by  a  secret 
method,  have  preserved  my  labours  for  your 
perusal.  I  must  implore  you  to  keep  them  from 
the  knowledge  of  the  duke  and  duchess,  as  such 
a  memorial  of  my  wretchedness  would  only  add 
to  their  unhappiness.  Although  none  of  my 
friends  who  obtain  an  order  for  admittance  are 
interrupted,  yet  as  soon  as  they  have  departed, 
the  guards  enter  my  room  and  examine  both  that 
and  my  person,  lest  anything  prohibited  should 
be  concealed.  Disgraced  as  I  am,  I  did  not 
expect  the  happiness  of  seeing  you,  although  I 
occasionally  amused  my  sorrows  with  the  flatter- 
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ing  idea  that  such  miglit  probably  be  the  case.  I 
have  a  thousand  questions  to  ask  you  concerning 
yourself;  I  am  aware  that  you  went  again  to  the 
Netherlands,  but  was  unacquainted  with  your 
return  till  the  moment  you  made  your  appear- 
ance. Methinks  you  look  harassed  and  dejected; 
but  the  latter,  I  conjecture,  is  owing  to  the  gloom 
of  these  dismal  ajD ailments." 

Antonio,  in  answer,  assured  him  that  the  cause 
of  his  visible  uneasiness  originated  from  a  do- 
mestic calamity ;  and  then,  without  further  hesi- 
tation, revealed  the  loss  he  had  sustained,  in  the 
mysterious  seizure  of  his  sister's  person. 

Don  Gracia  listened  with  astonishment  and 
sorrow  to  the  cruel  and  singular  recital,  and  only 
regretted  the  loss  of  his  personal  freedom,  as  it 
prevented  his  devoting  his  time  to  the  service  of 
his  afflicted  fi-iend. 

Antonio  expressed  his  acknowledgments  in 
suitable  language  ;  and  the  duke  and  duchess 
now  making  their  appearance,  he  had  merely 
time  to  conceal  the  written  papers  given  to  him 
by  Don  Gracia.  As  soon  as  Antonio  returned  to 
Madrid,  he  took  leave  of  the  duke  and  duchess, 
with  a  promise,  at  their  earnest  request,  to  call 
frequently ;  and  then  hastening  to  Don  Lewis's, 
he   took   the    first    opportunity   to    examine    the 
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writings  of  his  friend.  They  were  in  detached 
pieces,  which  he  carefully  arranged ;  and  by  this 
method,  he  connected  the  whole  into  a  short  but 
regular  detail,  which  will  be  found  in  the  follow- 
ing chapter. 
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CHAPTER  TV. 


"  Though  sentenced  to  the  gloomy  prison  of 
Uzeda,  and  excluded  from  all  those  enjoyments 
usually  so  agreeable  to  one  of  my  distinguished 
rank,  yet  the  freedom  of  my  mind  triumphs  over 
the  unjust  decree  that  condemns  me  to  this  soli- 
tude. True,  I  have  violated  the  laws  of  honour, 
and  rashly  plunged  myself  in  guilt ;  but  is  there 
no  clemency  to  be  found  in  man  for  this  one 
error  ? — is  there  no  reparation  to  be  made  but  at 
the  expense  of  my  eternal  repose?  Charming 
Maria !  beauteous  idol  of  my  heart,  thy  virtues 
have  purified  my  desires,  and  thy  elevated  senti- 
ments, ennobled  by  heavenly  truth,  have  strength- 
ened my  resolution  to  walk  in  wisdom's  path  : 
never  will  I  resign  one  whom  I  so  tenderly  love, 
e2 
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or  fly  from  the  image  that  enlivens  and  supports 
my  soul.  No ;  Philip,  do  thy  worst ;  menace  me 
with  racks  and  chains,  with  every  horror  that 
native  cruelty  can  invent;  still  the  sentiments  of 
my  heart  shall  continue  the  same,  and  love  and 
remorse  only  shall  find  admittance  there. 

"  My  apartment  is  large  and  dreary,  and  the 
scanty  furniture  damp  and  decayed ;  the  windows, 
too,  are  well  secured,  and  far  beyond  my  reach ; 
no  brush,  I  presume,  for  these  hundred  years 
past,  has  interrui^ted  the  dust  and  cobwebs  that 
embellish  the  painted  glass.  On  my  arrival  here, 
I  gazed  on  these  miserable  comforts  with  im- 
sjDeakable  indignation ;  and  my  first  idea  was,  to 
endeavour  to  open  one  of  the  casements,  to  admit 
more  light  and  air ;  I  therefore  piled  the  tables 
and  chairs  one  upon  the  other,  and  began  to 
ascend  the  height,  when  lo,  the  whole  gave  way, 
and  rolled  with  a  thundering  crash  to  the  ground. 
For  a  moment  I  was  stunned  by  the  fall,  but  re- 
ceived no  serious  injury.  One  of  my  guards, 
however,  roused  by  the  clatter,  hastily  entered 
the  room,  and  cast  a  surly  look  at  the  dismem- 
bered furniture. 

"'I  would  have  you  be  cautious,  senor!'  he 
exclaimed,  *  and  not  divert  yourself  in  this  way 
for  the  future.' 
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"  *  It  was  not  done  intcutionally,'  I  returned; 
'  I  merely  wished  to  unfasten  one  of  the  windows, 
to  admit  both  light  and  air.' 

"  '  To  admit  both  light  and  air  !'  he  repeated ; 
'  why,  seiior,  the  world  is  coming  to  a  fine  pass, 
if  a  prisoner  is  to  enjoy  that  gratis  which  his 
fellow-beings  at  full  liberty  are  obliged  to  pay  for.' 

"  I  took  the  fellow's  hint,  as  I  supposed,  and 
accordingly  drew  forth  my  purse. 

"  *  You  may  put  up  your  gold,  senor !'  he  ex- 
claimed, as  I  offered  him  a  few  pieces.  *  I  have 
been  here  one-and-thirty  years,  and  was  never  yet 
bribed  from  my  duty:  the  rules  of  this  jDrison 
are,  that  no  windows  shall  be  opened  throughout 
the  castle ;  and  these  rules  we  never  presume  to 
violate.' 

"Here  he  departed;  and  though  provoked,  I 
highly  respected  the  man's  fidelity.  Nevertlieless, 
as  I  was  not  under  the  same  obligation,  I  resolved 
not  to  submit  to  the  privation,  if  it  were  possible 
to  effect  my  pui*pose.  On  the  following  day,  I 
saw  the  glorious  sun  shooting  his  beams  athwart 
the  dusky  windows  of  my  apartment :  the  heavenly 
luminary  in  vain  attempted  to  penetrate  the 
glossy  substance  and  murky  webs  which  united 
to  exclude  his  splendour:  with  a  longing  eye  I 
watched  his  cheerful  motions,  and  listened  with 
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a  nameless  fceliug  to  the  song  of  birds  in  the 
adjacent  woods.  My  ignoble  situation  struck 
me' forcibly,  and  for  a  moment  I  was  transported 
with  fury.  Some  wine  had  been  brought  me  in 
a  stone  jug,  which  now  stood  empty  upon  the 
table ;  I  seized  it  without  hesitation,  and  hurled 
it  at  the  casement ;  several  of  the  panes  were  in- 
stantly shivered  to  atoms,  and  the  golden  light 
of  heaven  rushed  in  a  flood  through  the  spaces, 
and  streamed  to  the  opposite  side  of  the  room. 
*  Bright  excellence  !'  I  cried, '  well  may  uninfonned 
nations  call  thee  God,  and  worship  thee  as  a 
divinity  :  thy  joyful  rays,  attended  by  refresliing 
breezes,  are  more  delicious  to  my  sinking  spirits 
than  all  the  spicy  banquets  of  the  great !'  In  the 
midst  of  this  apostrophe,  the  man  that  I  have 
mentioned  once  more  entered. 

"  '  I  must  command  you,  Don  Gracia,'  he  ex- 
claimed, *  to  desist  from  these  freaks.  Yesterday, 
the  furniture  was  knocked  into  fragments ;  to-day, 
to  please  your  fancy,  the  windows  are  demolished. 
Probably  you  forget  that  those  breaches,  through 
which  the  sun  now  blazes,  and  the  air  circulates, 
will  also  prove  a  passage  for  the  rains  to  inun- 
date your  apartments.  We  may  then,  I  suj^pose, 
at  the  hazard  of  our  lives,  rei^aij  the  defects 
your  violence  has  made.' 
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"  *  Am  I  brought  here  to  be  treated  like  a  felon  ?' 
I  rejoined.  *  But  waving  this  remark,  no  human 
being  can  exist  in  a  place  like  this,  without  the 
enjoyment  of  fi*esh  air." 

"  '  I  crave  your  pardon,  serior,'  he  returned ; 
Mjut  a  state  prisoner,  a  female,  was  shut  up  in 
tliis  very  room  ten  years ;  and  when  she  was  re- 
moved, she  was  in  better  health  than  when  she 
first  took  possession.' 

"  *  A  female  enclosed  in  this  gloomy  place  ten 
years  !'  I  exclaimed,  '  and  yet  live  —  impos- 
sible.' 

"  The  man  made  no  reply;  he  appeai'ed  to  regret 
having  spoken  the  words ;  but  my  curiosity  was 
excited  and  my  feelings  interested.  I  put  to  liim 
several  questions;  to  all  these  he  continued  deaf; 
and,  after  clearing  the  room  of  the  promiscuous 
fragments  with  which  it  was  bestrewed,  he  left  it 
in  silence. 

"  However,  I  now  gazed  round  my  apartment 
with  a  kind  of  reconciled  air;  the  lumber  that  I 
had  before  regarded  with  contempt  became  from 
this  moment  sacred  in  my  eyes,  so  dear  to  the 
heart  of  man  is  everything  connected  with  woman; 
the  veiy  walls  occupied  my  attention,  and  I  ex- 
amined every  corner  with  scrupulous  exactness, 
as  though  I  expected  to  find  some  record  of  so 
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unhappy,  though  not  extraordinary  circumstance 
in  this  country.  I  had  been  confined  in  the  castle 
of  Uzeda  about  three  months ;  my  father  had  ob- 
tained for  me  the  favour  of  taking  an  occasional 
airing,  in  company  with  my  guards,  in  some  of 
the  galleries,  and  it  was  during  one  of  those  re- 
creations that  I  was  suddenly  taken  with  an  acute 
pain  in  my  head ;  I  therefore  retired  to  my  sleep- 
ing room,  and  throwing  myself  upon  my  couch 
with  some  violence,  I  felt  at  the  same  moment  the 
hinder  joints  giving  way.  I  consequently  rose  and 
examined  them  minutely,  when  I  discovered,  in  a 
hollow  part  beneath,  a  folded  paper,  which,  from 
its  ruffled  apj^earancc,  seemed  to  have  been  put 
there  in  some  haste.  My  feelings  may  be  better 
imagined  than  described,  on  finding  that  it  was 
written  upon,  and  that  it  contained  these  words, 
in  a  female  hand,  which  were  almost  obliterated  : 

"  '  Nearly  ten  years  have  elapsed  since  I  was 
first  made  a  captive,  and  condemned  to  waste  my 
days  in  solitary  confinement.  In  the  early  part 
of  my  imprisonment,  one  of  my  keepers  put  into 
my  hands  a  letter.  Gracious  God !  its  myste- 
rious and  hoiTible  contents  distracted  my  soul, 
and  filled  me  with  the  wildest  amazement. 

" '  Perfidious  woman !'  the  writer  began,  *  it  is  in 
vain  for    thee    to   threaten    and   interrogate    thy 
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guards,  they  arc  equally  ignorant  of  tlic  nature 
of  thy  crime  and  of  liim  whose  just  vengeance 
hath  consigned  thee  to  perj^etual  imprisonment. 
Thy  husband  is  outlawed,  thy  children  have 
perished,  and  thy  name  is  erased  from  the  fair 
records  of  thy  honourable  house.  Think  not  to 
escape — thy  sun  is  set  for  ever  !  For  'tis  thy 
humiliating  situation — 'tis  thy  sufferings  and  unut- 
terable despair  which  alone  will  satisfy  the  out- 
raged feelings  and  insulted  confidence  of  him 
who  for  the  last  time  signs  himself, 

"  '  Don  Pedro  Montilla.' 

"  '  As  I  perused  this  dismal  fiat  of  my  destiny, 
all  sense  of  dignity  w  as  extinguished.  I  shrieked 
with  the  most  bitter  agony,  and  scattered  my  flow- 
ing  hair  on  the  dark  flooring  of  my  prison.  My 
guards,  alarmed  at  my  cries,  rushed  in,  followed 
by  the  only  female  allowed  to  attend  me. 

"  MVho  is  my  dreadful  persecutor?  Who  is 
this  Don  Pedro  Montilla  r'  I  exclaimed,  in  a  voice 
of  frenzied  horror.  But,  alas!  no  answer  was 
returned  to  my  reiterated  inquiries,  and  they  once 
more  left  me  to  all  the  pangs  of  frightful  conjecture 
and  appalling  confusion.  Night  after  night,  I  con- 
tinued to  traverse  my  apartment,  calling  upon  the 
name  of  my  lost  husband  and  my  devoted  chil- 
E  3 
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dreii,  and  execrating  cm'  hideous  and  unknown 
foe.  The  day  was  not  less  terrible  to  my  feel- 
ings. I  loathed  my  food,  and  my  mournful  soli- 
loquies were  only  interrupted  by  burning  tears 
that  ran  in  streams  from  my  anguished  sight. 
Time  has  in  some  measure  triumphed  over  my 
distraction,  and  Heaven  has  thought  fit  to  prolong 
my  existence  in  spite  of  the  imaccountable  woes 
that  have  desolated  my  days;  but  my  eyes  are 
now  dim  with  weeping,  and  though  in  tolerable 
health,  a  palsied  weakness  distinguishes  all  my 
movements,  while  the  powers  of  my  mind  are 
absorbed  in  a  stupid  grief,  unattended  by  the 
bright  influence  of  Hope.  But  could  a  ray  divine 
break  upon  my  soul  in  the  midst  of  these  dark 
calamities,  it  Avould  be  the  consciousness  that  no 
criminal  act  of  mine  ever  yet  deformed  my  cha- 
racter, or  sullied  the  native  virtues  of  my  breast. 
For  the  las^ twelve  months,  I  have  been  allowed 
the  use  of  pens  and  paper,  yet  every  morning 
my  room  is  strictly  examined,  and  every  piece  of 
writing  taken  away.  How  will  the  guilty  author 
of  my  misery   stand  before  his  Judge  ? — and  in 

what  way  can  he ' 

"  Here  the  poor  lady  appeared  to  have  been 
interrupted,  and  though  I  searched  every  crevice 
of  my  decayed  couch,  I  could  find  nothing  that 


THE    OATH    OF   ALLEGIANCE.  83 

tended  to  throw  the  least  light  ou  this  melancholy 
affair.  The  woman  who  cleans  my  rooms  is  wife 
to  one  of  my  guards,  and  is,  or  pretends  to  be,  as 
deaf  as  a  post,  and  to  attempt  to  question  any 
other  person  would  be  just  as  useless ;  I  there- 
fore must  rest  satisfied  with  the  knowledge  I  have 
obtained.  The  uncertainty  of  her  fate,  however, 
often  crosses  my  mind,  as  well  as  the  name  of 
Don  Pedro  Montilla,  which  is  quite  unknown 
to  me. 

"  Shortly  after  this  discover}',  my  mother  paid 
me  a  visit.  She  was  alone,  as  the  duke  was  engaged 
at  court;  her  aspect  was  more  than  usually 
serious  ;  she  embraced  me  with  tears. 

"  *  I  will  no  longer  hide  it  from  you,  my  Gracia,'* 
she  exclaimed ;  '  your  matchless  cousin,  the 
lovely  Maria,  is  in  a  very  declining  state,  and  I 
am  fearful  her  disorder  originates  from  a  fenent 
but  delicate  attachment  to  yourself.' 

"  She  was  thus  proceeding,  but  I  was  unmanned. 
I  grasped  my  mother's  hand. 

"  '  Oh  madam,'  I  returned,  *  this  affair  will 
terminate  fatally;  my  angel  will  expire,  and 
dreadful  will  be  the  consequence  to  your  miser- 
able son.' 

"  My  mother  stai*ted  at  the  idea  of  such  a 
catastrophe ;  she  yielded  to  my  agonized  suppli- 


^4  THE    OATlI    OF   ALLEGIANCE. 

cations,  and  conveyccl  a  letter  from  me  to  my 
virtuous  love.  I  tliere  declared  my  passion  in 
unequivocal  language ;  and  ilius  a  correspondence 
commenced  between  us,  which,  through  the  gene- 
rous tenderness  of  my  mother,  was  continued  for 
some  time,  and  which  indeed  proved  my  greatest 
consolation. 

"  One  evening,  my  guard  presented  me  with  a 
letter.  I  broke  the  seal,  and  saw  the  signature  of 
Philip ;  his  language  was  peremptory  and  de- 
cisive ;  he  desired  my  immediate  compliance  with 
his  commands,  and  to  be  speedy  in  repairing  my 
fault,  by  espousing  Adelaide,  without  further  hesi- 
tation. 'If  you  are  still  refractory,'  he  continued, 
'  prepare  yourself  to  meet  that  severity  which  your 
contumacious  and  haughty  behaviour  deserves.' 

"  I  was  nearly  transported  with  grief  and  rage. 
My  secret  correspondence  with  my  adored  Maria 
had  contributed  to  strengthen  my  aversion  to  the 
union  in  question,  and  I  determined  still  to  oppose 
the  tyrannic  mandate  with  energetic  resolution, 
Philip,  in  his  epistle,  demanded  an  answer ;  I 
therefore  penned  one,  with  language  respectful, 
but  decisive  as  his  own,  and  awaited  the  event  in 
indignant  silence.  My  suspense  was  soon  at  an 
end ;  an  order  arrived  to  deprive  me  of  every  in- 
dulgence which  I  had  hitherto  enjoyed ;  pens,  ink, 
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and  paper  ^vere  witbclrawiij  wiuc  was  forbidden, 
and  my  usual  walks  prohibited ;  the  door  of  my 
apartment  was  likewise  more  strongly  barricaded, 
and  none  of  my  friends,  in  futiu'c,  were  to  be 
allowed  to  visit  me  without  first  obtaining  an  order 
from  the  king.  This  rigorous  treatment  affected 
my  health ;  my  spirits  languished,  and  nothing  but 
the  idea  of  my  charming  cousin  supported  me  in 
this  trj'ing  situation. 

"In  this  manner,  weeks  have  rolled  by,  and 
there  is  no  change  in  my  condition ;  the  air  of 
my  apartments  seem  to  stille  my  breathings 
and  exhaust  my  strength ;  images  of  hoiTor  dis- 
turb my  repose,  and  force  the  perspiration  from 
my  trembling  limbs :  in  short,  it  is  impossible  to 
narrate  my  sufferings,  although,  in  the  presence  of 
the  duke  and  duchess,  I  endeavour  to  disguise  my 
feelings  imder  a  specious  behaviour,  and,  by  a  sort 
of  desperate  effort,  dress  my  face  in  smiles.  The 
latter  part  of  this,  you  will  perceivi),is  traced  with 
a  pencil,  which  my  mother  contrived  to  slip  into 
my  hand,  and  which  I  concealed  in  my  vest.  I 
was  likewise  fortunate  enough  to  preserve  these 
papers,  and  they  have  not  as  yet  fallen  into  the 
power  of  my  stern  keepers." 

Here  Don  Gracia's  account  of  himself  con- 
cluded.    Antonio  was  deej^ly  affected  at  his  situ- 
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ation,  and  could  only,  as  heretofore,  applaud  the 
constancy  with  which  he  opposed  the  plans  of 
Philij).  It  was  clear  to  him  that  the  latter  was  of 
an  unrelenting  disposition,  and  that  he  was  deter- 
mined to  bend  the  proud  spirit  of  Don  Gracia,  as 
he  termed  it,  and  force  him  into  compliance. 
Hearing  the  voice  of  Don  Lewis  at  this  moment 
on  the  stairs,  he  locked  up  the  papers,  and  hastened 
to  meet  him. 

*'  I  am  happy  that  you  are  returned  from 
Uzeda,"  said  Don  Lewis,  "  as  an  order  has  just 
arrived  from  Philip,  desiring  your  attendance  with- 
out loss  of  time." 

"  Desiring  my  attendance !"  repeated  Antonio, 
in  a  voice  of  surprise. 

"  Do  not  be  alarmed,  my  dear  Antonio,"  re- 
turned Don  Lewis  ;  "  his  majesty,  no  doubt,  has 
a  curiosity  to  see  one  whose  bravery  and  talents 
have  done  his  cause  so  much  real  service." 

These  words  were  spoken  with  a  half  smile, 
but  accompanied  by  an  agitation  that  happily 
escaped  the  notice  of  Antonio — in  fact,  he  trem- 
bled internally,  lest  Philip  should  suspect  his 
identity ;  but  he  quickly  consoled  himself  with  the 
idea  that,  as  the  face  and  features  of  our  hero 
bore  no  resemblance  w^hatever  to  the  duke,  the 
rest  might  very  probably  pass  unobserved  ;  never^ 
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theless,  he  gave  him  such  instructions  as  were 
essential  to  guard  against  the  interrogations  of  the 
king ;  and  Antonio  departed  for  the  palace,  with 
mingled  sentiments  of  anxiety  and  pleasure,  for 
his  sovereign  still  possessed  his  affections  in  a 
very  high  degree,  and  being  jjerfectly  unconscious 
of  the  real  danger  that  menaced  him,  he  dwelt 
with  considerable  satisfaction  on  the  approaching 
interview  with  the  monarch. 

On  his  arrival  at  court,  he  was  ushered  into  the 
presence  chamber,  where  sat  Philip,  siurounded 
by  several  of  his  grandees.  A  slight  disorder  ap- 
peared in  the  countenance  of  the  king  as  he  cast 
his  eyes  upon  our  hero,  who  had  prostrated  him- 
self at  the  foot  of  the  throne  ;  but  de suing  him  to 
rise,  he  accosted  him  with  studied  condescension, 
saying,  that  having  heard  of  his  gallant  conduct 
and  splendid  abilities,  and  being  solicitous  to  re- 
ward such  extraordinary  merit,  and  to  attach 
closely  to  his  interest  a  hero  possessed  of  such 
rare  talents,  he  had  appointed  him  second  in  com- 
mand to  Don  Josepho  Valesco,  who  was  shortly 
to  head  a  body  of  troops  into  Ireland,  with  a  view 
to  embarrass  and  check  the  presumptuous  inter- 
ference of  Elizabeth,  Queen  of  England,  who  had 
materially  injured  his  authority  in  the  Nether- 
lands, and  by  affording'  succours  to  his  misguided 
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lieoi^lc,  had  encouraged  their  rebellion,  and  stimu- 
lated them  to  renewed  acts  of  violence  and  reli- 
gious animosities,  which  became  not  his  dignity, 
as  a  king,  any  longer  to  overlook. 

Antonio  returned  to  Don  Lewis's  with  feelings 
of  mingled  pleasure  and  regret:  he  was  flattered 
by  the  generous  behaviour  of  his  sovereign,  and 
he  w^ould  have  contemplated  the  importance  of 
the  situation  to  which  he  was  appointed  with  de- 
light and  gratitude,  did  not  the  unfortunate  Lucilla 
claim  his  attentions  and  exertions,  although  they 
had  hitherto  been  unsuccessful;  his  venerable  pro- 
tector likewise  rose  to  his  recollection,  and  it  was 
with  no  small  degree  of  pain  that  he  reflected  upon 
his  lone  situation,  deprived,  in  his  old  age,  of  the 
tender  support  of  those  who  had  been  cherished 
and  educated  by  him  with  the  most  affectionate 
solicitude  ;  and  he  was  now  prevented,  by  serious 
and  weighty  engagements,  from  even  paying  him 
the  ceremony  of  a  visit,  as  but  a  fcAv  days  were 
left  him  to  prej)are  for  his  military  emj^loyments, 
so  prompt  was  Philip  in  his  measures  and  commu- 
nication. These  thoughts,  as  well  as  the  particu- 
lars of  his  interview  with  the  king,  he  laid  before 
Don  Lewis. 

"  I  think  it  v\ill  be  advisable,"  he  continued, 
pursuing  the  subject,  "  to  engage  a  new  servant  to 
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accompany  me  to  Ireland,  and  allow  Carlos  to 
return  to  my  dear  protector,  who  must  necessarily 
require,  at  this  unhappy  period,  the  faithful  atten- 
tions of  his  ancient  domestic.  I  am  now  of  suffi- 
cient age  to  be  wary  in  all  my  proceedings;  and 
though  the  sersices  of  another  may  not  j^rove  so 
agi'eeable,  yet  the  knowledge  that  Carlos  is  near 
the  peison  of  the  yenerable  father  will  reconcile 
me  to  the  separation." 

Don  Lewis  highly  applauded  this  arrangement, 
and  inquired  of  our  hero  if  the  king  had  named 
Donna  Lucilla.  Antonio  answered  in  the  ne- 
gative. 

"  That  is  somewhat  extraordinary,"  observed 
Don  Lewis,  "  as  his  majesty  is  quite  aware,  I  be- 
lieve, of  your  near  connexion." 

"  The  king's  mind  during  our  interview,"  re- 
turned Antonio,  "  appeared  wholly  absorbed  by 
his  afiairs  in  the  Low  Countries,  and  his  resent- 
ment towards  the  Queen  of  England." 

Don  Lewis  appeared  to  acquiesce  in  the  senti- 
ments that  Antonio's  words  implied,  and  the  lat- 
ter now  sought  Carlos,  to  whom  he  imparted  these 
several  particulars. 

"  I  must  own,"  said  Carlos,  in  reply,  "  that  I 
am  content  to  part  on  the  conditions  you  name — 
not  but  what  I  love  you  very  dearly,  seiior ,  but 
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your  years  and  judgment  are  now  matured,  and 
you  are  experienced  in  the  ways  of  men;  you  are 
likewise  healthy  and  vigorous,  and  have  strength 
and  courage,  combined  with  a  thousand  virtues, 
that  will  not  fail  to  be  your  protection  and  sup- 
port ;  and  though  many  of  the  schemes  which  are 
afloat  in  the  world  will,  no  doubt,  prove  in  the  end 
chimerical,  yet  you  will  be  amused  by  their  noto- 
riety, and  partake  of  the  bustle  and  pomp  that 
generally  attend  such  designs  ;  but  his  reverence 
is  aged,  his  strength  is  withered,  the  children  of 
his  love,  too,  ai'e  far  from  him ',  silence  and  sadness 
are  the  companions  of  his  meals,  and  no  con- 
fidential friend  is  near  to  cheer  him  with  a  smile. 
Often  lately  have  I  fancied  that  I  could  see  his 
reverence  with  one  hand  supporting  his  head,  his 
eyes  bright  with  pensive  drops,  drawn  from  his 
heart's  centre,  and  his  half-opened  lips  breathing 
indistinct  murmurs  of  inward  woe." 

Here  the  voice  of  Carlos  faltered;  Antonio 
caught  his  hand. 

"  My  good  fellow,"  he  exclaimed,  with  deep 
emotion,  "  your  pathetic  words  melt  me  into  sad- 
ness ;  you  shall  hasten  as  soon  as  possible  to  that 
dear  and  honoured  being ;  bear  to  him  my  most 
dutiful  and  unchanged  afiections ;  tell  him  I  am 
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going,  once  again,  to  draw  the  sword  in  the  cause 
of  him  whom  he  early  taught  me  to  obey." 

Two  days  ait^r  this  discourse,  Antonio  was  in- 
formed that  a  man  desired  to  speak  to  him  :  he 
concluded  it  was  some  person  come  to  ofl'er  his 
services,  and  therefore  ordered  liim  to  be  admitted ; 
his  conjectiu-es  proved  correct.  The  man  was 
middle  aged,  he  had  a  serious  aspect,  and  a  deep 
scar  was  visible  upon  his  forehead. 

"  I  presiune  you  have  been  a  soldier,"  said 
Antonio,  addressing  him. 

"  Yes,  your  exellenza,"  he  returned ;  "  but  I  did 
not  like  the  profession ;  and  being  wounded,  I  soli- 
cited my  discharge,  and  obtained  it.  My  good 
conduct  obtained  me  the  notice  of  an  oflScer  be- 
longing to  the  same  regiment,  and  he  procured 
me  a  situation  in  the  family  of  a  nobleman,  with 
whom  I  have  lived  ever  since,  and  who  will  be 
answerable  for  my  character  and  abilit}." 

Antonio  mused. 

"  Perhaps  yoiu'  excellency  would  wish  to  engage 
a  sersant  younger  than  myself?"  rejoined  the  man, 
>vith  a  respectful  aii\ 

"  By  no  means,"  replied  Antonio,  staiting  from 
his  thou ghtf Illness ;  "  your  years  and  demeanour 
meet   my  approval ;  we  have  only  to  settle  the 
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terms  and  the  time  of  your  engagement,  provided 
your  recommendation  pleases  me." 

The  man  now  gave  his  address,  and  departed, 
and  Antonio  was  left  to  ponder  upon  his  appear- 
ance. His  looks  were  familiar  to  him, he  thought; 
but  he  could  not  charge  his  memory  where  and 
Avhen  he  had  seen  him;  but,  the  man's  character 
proving  satisfactory,  he  was  hired  into  his  service, 
and  Carlos  prepared  to  take  leave  of  his  young 
master.  On  the  day  of  his  departure,  Antonio  put 
into  his  hands  a  letter,  intended  for  the  duke,  and, 
with  many  expressions  of  reciprocal  regard,  they 
then  separated,  and  Carlos  bent  his  course  to- 
wards the  solitary  abode  of  his  old  master. 

One  evening,  Don  Lewis  being  absent,  Antonio 
took  a  turn  in  the  garden,  and  in  one  of  the 
beautiful  walks  he  suddenly  encountered  Donna 
Leonora;  the  sweetness  of  her  air  and  looks, 
blended  with  a  soft  confusion,  encouraged  him  to 
address  her  in  the  language  of  affection ;  in  short, 
he  acknowledged  a  passion  that  had  long  dis- 
turbed his  tranquillity. 

"  Pardon  my  expressions,  too  charming  Leo- 
nora," he  continued,  "  and  relieve  my  uneasiness, 
my  agonies,  by  one  tender  look,  one  approving 
word,  that  I  may  take  with  me  the  happy  idea  of 
your  heavenly  regard."    . 
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"  I  confess  I  am  incapable  of  aflfectation,"  replied 
Leonora,  with  a  trembling  voice.  "  Your  virtues, 
Don  Antonio — if  my  father " 

Here  she  was  interrupted  by  Don  Lewis,  who 
had  overheard  their  conversation,  and  now  made 
his  appearance. 

"  Your  father  is  here,  my  love  !"  he  exclaimed, 
"and  sanctions  that  affection  which  he  is  convinced 
is  mutual;  and  it  is  with  unspeakable  joy  that  he 
pronounces  you  worthy  of  each  other." 

Antonio's  delight  overcame  his  embarrassment, 
and  with  manly  eloquence,  insj^ired  by  love,  he 
tendered  his  thanks  to  Don  Lewis. 

From  this  moment  all  concealment  was  set 
aside,  and  Antonio  and  Leonora  exchanged  those 
tender  sentiments  that  flow  from  a  sincere  and 
virtuous  affection.  However,  a  separation  speedily 
followed ;  the  former  was  summoned  to  take  the 
station  assigned  him  among  the  regiments  going 
to  Ireland;  but  though  he  felt  as  most  lovers  do 
on  such  occasions,  yet  his  duty  to  his  sovereign 
was  superior  to  all  other  obligations,  and  he  hailed 
the  Austrian  flag  with  his  accustomed  dignity  and 
courage.  The  men  embarked  with  a  pleasant 
breeze,  and  their  behaviour  was  so  orderly,  that 
no  tumults  disgraced  their  prosperous  voyage, 
and  our  hero  had  ample  opportunity  to  indulge 
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his  reflections,  or  mark  the  proud  track  of  the 
vessels  as  they  glided  in  stern  Obedience  over  the 
waters. 

The  golden  rays  of  Sol  had  declined  in  the 
heavens;  and  the  moon,  enamoured  of  the  twi- 
light beauties,  lifted  her  chaste  head  above  the 
silent  deep,  when  Antonio,  with  wakeful  sym- 
pathy, advanced  to  the  stern  of  the  ship,  and 
blended  his  soft  glance  with  the  magic  scene. 

"  Oh !  what  a  pity  it  is  that  storms  or  hostile 
weapons  shoidd  disturb  the  harmony  that  breathes 
a  hallowed  strain,  and  melts  the  soul  with  its  im- 
pressive touch !"  exclaimed  Antonio,  aloud. 

"  Did  your  excellency  call,"  said  Francisco — the 
name  of  our  hero's  noAv  servant. 

"  No,"  replied  Antonio,  "  I  was  merely  talking 
to  myself.  I  suppose,  Francisco,  you  are  no 
stranger  to  the  perils  and  pleasures  of  the  sea,  for 
such  adventurous  movements  are  oft  the  lot  of 
many  a  trusty  warrior." 

"  I — I — am  indeed  no  stranger,  your  excel- 
lency, to  the  boisterous  ocean,"  returned  Francisco, 
with  rather  a  hesitating  voice. 

"  How  many  voyages  can  you  reckon  you  have 
been  in  the  course  of  your  life  .?"  inquired  Antonio. 

"  Se-ver-al,  your  ex-cellen-cy,"  answered  Fran- 
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Cisco,  with  marked  confiision,  and  in  accents  of 
dejection. 

As  these  interrogations  appeared  to  distress 
the  man's  feelings,  he  did  not  pursue  them  any 
further,  but  the  subject  occupied  his  thoughts,  and 
he  ^yas  still  convinced  that  his  countenance  was 
somewhat  familiar  to  his  recollection  ;  and  when 
opportunity  offered,  he  scrutinized  his  features 
with  that  exactness  and  deliberation  which  at 
length  quickened  his  ideas  and  strengthened  his 
memory,  and  to  his  consternation  he  recognised, 
in  the  person  of  his  attendant.  Franco,  the  pirate, 
who  had  so  humanely  assisted  Gillette,  himself, 
and  Lucilla  to  escape  from  the  cottage  of  his 
father,  when  detained  there  by  Riaza.  However, 
as  it  was  impossible,  he  thought,  for  the  recogni- 
tion to  be  mutual,  himself  being  at  that  time 
merely  an  infant,  he  took  no  notice  of  the  dis- 
cover}' ;  he  had  had  an  excellent  recommendation 
with  him,  and  he  could  only  impute  the  change  in 
this  man's  condition  to  some  natural  touches  of 
virtue,  which  at  length  led  him  to  exchange  his 
abominable  occupations  for  the  honourable  life  of 
a  soldier,  and  this  had  reformed  his  character, 
and  advanced  him  to  the  enjojTnent  of  the  good 
opinion  of  his  superiors. 
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Franco  and  Francisco  were,  indeed,  one  and 
the  same  person ;  a  sense  of  honesty  had  early 
blended  itself  with  his  nature  ;  but  habit  and  the 
example  of  his  unworthy  j^arent  were  obstruc- 
tions not  easily  conquered.  Love,  however,  accom- 
plished that  which  latent  virtue  could  not ;  he  saw 
Gillette,  and  was  surprised  into  an  affection  that 
eventually  led  to  his  complete  reformation ;  but 
he  was  not  aware  of  the  strength  of  his  passion 
till  after  her  departure.  He  had  been  so  cautious 
in  his  arrangements  regarding  Gillette,  that  nei- 
ther his  father  nor  Riaza  suspected  he  had  any 
hand  in  the  transaction.  However,  he  was  now 
determined  to  release  himself  from  the  tram- 
mels of  vice,  and  embrace  the  profession  of  a 
soldier ;  he  accordingly  hastened  to  join  the 
Spanish  fleet  that  was  at  this  time  lying  along 
the  Mediterranean  ready  to  set  sail  for  Tripoli, 
with  a  view  to  check  the  depredations  of  the 
infidels,  who  had  enriched  themselves  with  the 
spoils  of  the  surrounding  shores,  and  had  con- 
signed many  Christians  to  painful  and  lingering 
deaths. 

The  command  of  this  annament  was  intrusted 
to  the  Duke  of  Medina  Celi,  and  a  few  days  after 
Franco's  admission,  the  whole  steered  towards 
the  states  of  the  enemy.     The  reduction  of  the 


THE    OATH    OF   ALLEGIAN'CE.  97 

Island  of  Gerbis,  wliicli  the  Spaniards  accom- 
plished, was  however  injurious  to  the  enterprise, 
for  in  the  meanwhile  the  infidels  had  time  to 
strengthen  their  principal  fortress  and  collect 
their  cruisers;  and  at  a  moment  when  their  oppo- 
nents were  exhausted  with  labour,  and  sickl}" 
from  the  unwholesomeness  of  the  climate,  they 
pressed  upon  them  in  such  numbers,  and  with  so 
much  ferocity,  that  a  dreadful  confusion  ensued; 
the  duke  was  obliged  to  fly,  with  many  of  his 
principal  officers;  thirty  ships  became  the  spoil  of 
the  Turks;  several  hundreds  of  the  Spaniards 
were  slain,  and  as  many  taken  prisoners;  but  Don 
Alvaro  de  Sandei  at  this  critical  moment  took  the 
command,  rallied  his  soldiers,  and  succeeded  in 
drawing  the  remainder  of  the  troops  within  the 
strong  castle  of  Gerbi.  The  infidel  commander, 
apprised  of  this  circumstance,  speedily  disem- 
barked his  men,  and  laid  siege  to  its  walls.  The 
Christians,  following  the  example  of  the  brave 
Alvaro,  repulsed  them  with  such  steady  resolution 
as  amazed  the  enemy,  whose  batteries,  combined 
with  superior  numbers,  at  length  reduced  them 
to  great  distress.  Capitulations  were  offered  l)y 
the  Turks,  and  Alvaro,  calling  the  few  survivors 
around  him,  inquired  whether  they  chose  to 
surrender  themselves  as  prisoners  to  the  in- 
yoL.  II.  F 
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fidels,  or  die  fighting  for  their  religion  and  their 
country. 

"  Remember,"  he  continued,  "  my  brave  sol- 
diers, that  ye  are  now  but  few  in  number,  that 
no  succours  can  reach  you  here;  your  provisions 
are  small,  and  your  case  altogether  desperate. 
For  my  own  part,  I  shall  imitate  the  example 
of  my  great  forefathers,  and  resist  the  attacks 
of  a  barbarous  foe  whilst  there  is  blood  in  my 
veins !" 

"  No  slavery !  Death  or  victoiy,  brave  Alvaro !" 
was  the  general  answer  to  this  speech. 

The  bloody  conflict  again  commenced,  but, 
alas!  the  fortifications  were  soon  nearly  demo- 
lished, and  Alvaro  and  his  followers  rushed  sword 
in  hand  through  the  Turkish  hosts.  Sui*prise  at 
this  unexpected  manoeuvre  arrested  for  a  mo- 
ment the  fury  of  the  enemy  ;  however,  numbers 
fell  in  their  way  to  the  sea-side,  while  Alvaro, 
with  a  few  men,  gained  a  Spanish  vessel,  and 
there  awaited  the  charge  of  the  foe. 

Insensible  as  were  the  Turks  to  the  emotions  of 
pity,  they  could  not  restrain  their  admiration  at 
these  proofs  of  singular  courage ;  but  after  a  hard 
struggle  they  took  Alvaro  captive,  as  a  prize 
worthy  their  exertions;  and  whilst  they  were  in- 
tent upon  this  object,  many  of  the  men  escaped  by 
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swimming,  and  amongst  the  most  expert  of  these 
unfortunates  was  Franco,  who  outstiipped  his 
companions,  and  was  taken  up  by  an  Italian 
merchant  ship,  from  whence  he  was  conveyed 
safely  to  Sicily. 

Although  Franco  had  suffered  a  great  deal  in 
the  late  expedition,  it  had  not  damped  his  ardour ; 
the  sweets  of  his  reflections  repaid  him  for  all  his 
toil. 

*'  Oh,  how  beautiful  is  Virtue  !"  he  said  to  him- 
self, "  even  in  her  most  homely  garb.  I  would  not 
now  forego  the  prospect  of  an  honourable  career 
for  the  riches  of  the  globe  ;  surely  no  one  who 
has  once  tasted  the  charms  of  a  spotless  life  would 
turn  traitor  to  himself,  and  sin  again  !" 

A  short  time  after  this.  Franco  recommenced 
his  militar}'  duties ;  but  the  most  important  enter- 
prise in  which  he  was  engaged  was  the  siege  of 
Malta,  an  island  now  belonging  to  Great  Britain, 
but  which,  at  the  period  we  arc  treating  of,  was  the 
property  of  the  Knights  of  St.  John,  and  had  been 
ceded  to  them  by  the  Emperor  Charles,  on  their 
being  expelled  by  the  Turks  fi*om  Rhodes.  These 
knights  naturally  cherished  an  implacable  dislike 
towards  their  former  oppressors,  and  the  Sultan, 
enraged  at  their  possessing  a  place  that  he  once 
regarded  as  his  own,  resolved  to  attempt  its  reduc- 
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tion.  Preparations  for  this  hostile  expedition 
were  accordingly  made,  and  nearly  forty  thousand 
Mahometans  were  conveyed  by  two  hundred 
vessels,  and,  after  a  successful  voyage,  cast  anchor 
before  Malta. 

The  Grand  Master  of  the  Knights  of  St.  John, 
on  first  receiving  infonnation  of  the  danger  that 
menaced  them,  hastened  to  train  his  people  to 
discipline,  and  strongly  fortified  every  place  that 
was  likely  to  yield  to  the  fury  of  the  enemy ;  he 
likewise  summoned  all  the  Knights  of  the  Order 
to  repair  to  Malta  to  contribute  to  the  cause  of 
their  distressed  brethren;  all  those  who  were 
able  obeyed  the  mandate.  Philip  himself  was  not 
backward  in  assembling  troops  for  the  preserva- 
tion of  those  to  whose  aid  he  had  often  been 
indebted  for  resources,  which  had  fi-equently  for- 
warded his  operations  on  similar  occasions.  How- 
ever, before  they  arrived,  the  Turks  had  spread 
themselves  over  a  great  part  of  the  island;  but 
for  some  time  the  knights  and  theu"  soldiers  con- 
fined themselves  within  their  forts,  for  their  num- 
bers, according  to  historians,  did  not  exceed  nine 
thousand;  of,  these  seven  hundred  were  knights, 
the  rest  military,  which  had  been  raised  in  Italy 
by  the  agents  of  the  former ;  of  these.  Franco  was 
one.     The  splendour  and  importance  of  the  im- 
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pendinj^  action  had  determined  him  to  inlist 
beneath  the  banners  of  the  Knights  of  St.  John, 
for  he  confidently  believed  that  Heaven  would  not 
allow  the  infidels  to  triumph  over  the  wisdom  and 
piety  of  such  renowned  persons. 

The  Turks  first  laid  siege  to  the  fortress  of  St. 
Elmo  ;  but  for  two  months  the  besieged  withstood 
the  fury  of  the  assault ;  and  in  the  contest  thou- 
sands of  the  enemy  were  slain,  yet  thousands 
more  pressed  forward;  and  notwithstanding  the 
courage  and  ingenuity  of  the  knights  and  their 
troops,  the  walls  at  length  were  nearly  levelled, 
the  works  destroyed,  and  the  garrison  reduced  to 
less  than  half  its  original  number ;  though  in  this 
melancholy  situation  the  courage  of  these  heroes 
did  not  abate — despising  death,  the  remnant,  with 
unexampled  magnanimity,  maintained  the  un- 
equal strife  till  almost  every  knight  and  soldier 
had  either  been  killed  or  wounded.  The  grand 
master,  and  those  who  remained,  escaped  to  the 
fort  of  St.  Michael ;  here  they  again  signalized 
themselves,  and  had  the  good  fortune  to  drive 
back  the  infidels  with  vast  slaughter,  until  at  last 
the  rapid  diminution  of  their  numbers  obliged 
them  to  sound  a  retreat.  At  this  critical  juncture 
the  forces  of  Philip  appeared  in  view,  commanded 
by  Don  Alvaro  dc  Sandei,  who  had  been  ran- 
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somed  from  captivity  by  liis  sovereign.  The 
Mahometans  attempted  to  seek  the  refuge  of  their 
ships,  but  their  alarm  impeded  their  flight ;  and 
the  SjDaniards,  eager  to  revenge  the  cause  of  the 
knights,  attacked  them  on  every  side,  and  pur- 
sued them  with  such  amazing  courage,  that  most 
of  those  who  escaped  the  sword  fell  victims  to 
the  sea. 

At  this  memorable  siege.  Franco  received  a 
severe  wound  in  his  forehead,  which  confined 
him  for  many  months  to  his  room,  and  reduced 
him  to  great  weakness ;  he  therefore  now  re- 
solved to  exchange  the  toils  of  war  for  a  more 
peaceful  life;  and  hearing  by  accident  that  a 
nobleman  wanted  a  personal  attendant,  he  ap- 
plied for  the  situation,  and,  through  the  recom- 
mendation of  an  officer  belonging  to  his  troop, 
was  accepted. 

With  this  nobleman  he  remained  for  some 
years ;  but  the  sound  of  the  trumpet  was  always 
pleasing  to  his  ears,  and  understanding  that  An- 
tonio was  going  on  a  warlike  expedition,  and  that 
he  was  looking  out  for  a  domestic  to  accompany 
him,  he  offered  himself,  as  has  been  noticed.  His 
confusion,  on  being  interrogated  by  our  hero  on 
the  subject  of  his  voyages,  may  be  readily  con- 
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ceived;  the  ignoble  pursuits  of  his  early  life  rose 
to  his  recollection;  and  though  his  repentance 
had  been  sincere,  and  his  conduct  since  that 
period  correct,  yet  the  idea  that  such  things  had 
been  was  very  painful  to  his  feelings. 
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CHAPTER  V. 

Antonio,  in  contemplating  the  objects  around 
him,  often  divided  his  thoughts  between  the  dear 
beings  he  had  left  behind.  The  duke,  Leonora, 
and  Lucilla  alternately  appeared  to  his  mind's 
eye  ;  the  uncertain  fate  of  the  latter  often  pierced 
his  heart  with  the  deepest  son'ow,  and  touched  it 
with  a  keen  desu*e  to  revenge  the  horrid  outrage 
ofiered  to  her  beauty  and  estimable  virtues ;  but 
when  the  duties  of  his  station  roused  him  from 
these  disagreeable  ideas,  his  attention  was  some- 
times arrested  by  the  peculiar  glances  of  one  of 
the  soldiers,  whose  fierce  aspect  and  keen  scrutiny 
of  our  hero  were  not  the  least  of  his  singular 
traits  ;  his  conduct  was  decent  but  reserved ;  he 
seldom  mixed  with  his  companions,  except  when 
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obliged  so  to  do,  and  then  studiously  avoided  all 
conversation.  Though  apparently  brave,  a  mys- 
terious timidity  quivered  on  his  lips :  he  sought 
the  most  obscure  comer  for  his  retreat  when  re- 
lieved fiom  duty,  and  there,  in  sullen  silence? 
watched  everj^  movement  of  Antonio. 

Franco  was  natiually  sagacious  and  pene- 
trating :  the  behaviour  of  this  man  first  suq^rised 
him,  and  at  last  alarmed  his  fancy :  the  kind  and 
condescending  treatment  of  his  master  had  equally 
raised  his  gratitude  and  respect,  and  his  atten- 
tions to  his  comfort  and  convenience  were  un- 
remitting. 

"  This  fellow's  conduct,"  said  he  to  himself, 
*'  siu'cly  presages  no  good  to  his  excellency ;  liis 
looks  are  subtle,  gloomy,  and  ferocious ;  he  avoids 
obsenation,  and  his  soul  seems  struggling  with 
some  thought  too  honid  to  be  revealed  to  mortal 
man ;  however,  I  wUl  observe  him  closely,  and  if 
he  has  hostile  designs,  my  vigilance  shall  defeat 
them." 

Franco  from  this  moment  secretly  observed  his 
actions,  but  nothing  occurred  during  the  voyage 
to  justify  his  suspicions ;  the  troops  were  safely 
landed  in  Ireland,  and  then  proceeded  towards 
Tralee,  amidst  the  tumultuous  shouts  of  the  dis- 
affected Irijh,  who,  averse  to  the  government  of 
F  3 
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Elizabeth,  flocked  to  the  standard  of  Philip  in 
great  numbers,  and  eventually  secured  their  en- 
trance to  this  capital.  Elizabeth,  alarmed  at 
these  hostilities,  speedily  sent  a  force,  headed  by 
Lord  Grey,  to  oppose  their  proceedings,  and  lay 
siege  to  the  forts  of  the  enemy.  In  the  mean- 
time Antonio,  one  evening  preceding  the  intended 
attack,  took  his  usual  round  to  examine  the  gates 
of  the  town,  and  to  see  that  every  soldier  was  at 
his  post ;  Franco  attended  his  master,  who  had 
nearly  completed  his  duty,  when  the  fo liner's 
keen  eye  discerned,  in  the  twilight  giey,  a  motion- 
less figure,  clad  in  a  dark  cloak,  who  aj^peared  to 
be  observing  their  movements.  The  clamours  of 
the  men  and  the  sound  of  arms  had  ceased,  and 
nothing  now  interrupted  the  silence,  save  the 
passing  watch-word,  and  the  echo  of  their  o^^^l 
steps,  and  the  sentinels :  an  idea  of  treachery 
darted  athwart  Franco's  mind ;  he  quickened  his 
pace,  (for  he  had  kept  a  respectful  distance,)  with 
a  view  to  point  out  the  object  of  his  fears  to  our 
hero,  when  the  figure  suddenly  sprung  upon  An- 
tonio and  planted  a  dagger  in  his  side ;  the  force 
of  the  blow,  however,  was  happily  broken  by  the 
interposing  arm  of  Franco,  who,  nevertheless, 
believing  his  master  had  received  his  death- 
wound,   in    a    voice    of   frantic    teiTor,    shouted 
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murder;  at  the  same  time  seizing  the  ruffiau, 
whom  he  attempted  to  secure.  The  wretch, 
equally  alarmed  and  enraged,  instantly  turned 
the  point  of  the  steel  towards  Franco,  and  buried 
it  deep  in  his  breast,  exclaiming,  "  Die !  thou 
officious  meddler  I"  and  the  unfortunate  attendant 
fell  dead  upon  the  prostrate  form  of  Antonio. 
The  cry  of  mmder  had  reached  the  ears  of  the 
soldiers  upon  duty,  and  they  instantly  rushed  to 
the  spot,  and  with  unspeakable  hoiTor  beheld  the 
bloody  scene,  but  the  assassin  had  fled.  The 
surgeon  of  the  regiment  was  immediately  sum- 
moned, who  pronounced  Antonio's  wound  not 
dangerous,  but  added,  that  his  domestic  was  gone 
for  ever. 

This  lamentable  event  created  general  conster- 
nation ;  every  soldier  was  laid  imder  military 
restrictions,  and  reserved  for  examination  in  the 
morning ;  however,  it  so  happened  that  scarcely 
had  Aurora  shown  her  face  in  the  east,  ere  the 
thundering  batteries  of  the  enemy  attacked  their 
entrenchments.  In  a  moment,  all  private  con- 
siderations were  absorbed  in  the  general  safety ; 
the  troops,  impatient  of  delay,  seized  their  arms, 
and  pressed  forward  to  defend  their  recent  pos- 
sessions ;  but  whether  their  minds  had  been  pre- 
viously enervated  by  a  view  of  the  late  shocking 
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catastrophe,  or  Avliether  the  orders  of  Don  Jo- 
sepho,  unassisted  by  the  important  services  of 
Antonio,  were  wanting  in  wisdom,  remams  un- 
known; certain  it  is,  the  forces  of  Elizabeth 
made  a  speedy  conquest,  and  Lord  Grey,  natu- 
rally of  a  cruel  disposition,  put  all  the  Spaniards 
to  the  sword,  save  then*  officers,  and  those  were 
taken  prisoners. 

Antonio,  weak  from  his  wound  and  loss  of 
blood,  had  been  left  extended  upon  his  couch, 
perfectly  unable  to  unite  his  efforts  with  those  of 
his  countrymen.  The  sense  of  his  own  inability 
to  take  an  active  part  in  the  concerns  of  his  sove- 
reign, served  to  exhaust  him  still  more ;  and,  in  a 
violent  struggle  to  give  some  necessary  directions 
peculiar  to  his  duty,  he  became  senseless,  and 
shortly  after  delirious.  In  this  wretched  condition 
he  was  found  by  Lord  Grey,  who,  with  some  show 
of  humanity,  after  discovering  his  rank,  com- 
mitted him  to  the  care  of  persons  who  paid  him 
every  attention  the  nature  of  the  case  required. 

As  soon  as  our  hero  was  sufficiently  recovered 
to  bear  the  fatigue  of  conversation.  Lord  Grey 
paid  him  a  visit.  Antonio  shrunk  with  abhor- 
rence from  the  sight  of  one  whose  hands  were 
stained  with  the  blood  of  his  loyal  comjDanions, 
whose  fearful  fate  had  been  related  to  him  by 


THE    OATH    01'    ALLEGIANCE.  109 

those  Avho  guarded  his  person.  Lord  Grey  \vas 
prepared  for  the  froNvns  of  a  disappointed  warrior, 
but  he  was  not  proof  against  that  nameless  glance 
which  flashed  fiom  the  eyes  of  his  prisoner,  and 
that  awful  sternness  which  seemed  to  say,  thou 
art  a  savage  conqueror,  and  unworthy  to  combat 
with  brave  men.  The  dignity  of  our  hero's  mien, 
the  matchless  graces  of  liis  person,  and  the  silent 
scorn  of  his  countenance,  united  to  check  the 
tyrannic  pride  of  Lord  Grey,  who,  with  a  resj^ect- 
ful  air,  mixed  with  some  confusion,  inquired  if 
aught  was  wanting  to  his  comfort.  Antonio  coldly 
answered  in  the  negative,  and  then,  with  unaf- 
fected disgust,  averted  his  head,  and  yielded  to 
his  own  corroding  reflections. 

Lord  Grey  was  deeply  w^ounded  by  these  obvious 
marks  of  contempt,  particularly  as  they  came  from 
one  who,  he  had  been  informed,  was  of  equal  rank 
with  himself,  and  an  oflScer  of  distinguished  repu- 
tation :  he  had  likewise  been  told  the  manner  in 
which  Antonio  had  received  his  wound  ;  and  this, 
added  to  the  interest  his  whole  appearance  ex- 
cited, gave  rise  to  sentiments  of  a  more  friendly 
nature  than  his  lordship  had  been  wont  to 
cherish. 

As  soon  as  our  hero  was  convalescent,  with 
such  of  the  officers  as  had  received  wounds  in 
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the  contest,  they  were  severally  removed  to  Kenil- 
worth  castle,  and,  as  prisoners  of  war,  placed 
under  a  strong  guard :  shut  up  in  a  lone  apart- 
ment, Antonio  passed  most  of  his  hours  in  melan- 
choly musings  :  independent  of  his  many  anxieties 
concerning  the  objects  of  lus  best  affections,  he 
could  not  dwell  on  the  untimely  fate  of  the  unfor- 
tunate Franco  without  the  most  painful  emotions ; 
nor  could  he  reflect  on  the  circumstances  con- 
nected with  it  without  beingiilled  with  the  greatest 
astonishment.  The  daring  attempt  upon  his  own 
life  was  evidently  the  result  of  j^rivate  malice, 
although  memory  could  not  furnish  him  with  a 
single  person  whom  he  had  in  any  way  offended : 
he  had  remarked  the  strange  behaviour  of  the 
soldier  on  board  his  vessel,  and  had  often  felt 
embari'assed  by  his  earnest  gaze ;  but  to  suppose 
him  ^the  author  of  the  crime  was  folly  in  the 
extreme  ;  he  conceived,  as  his  rank  amongst  the 
troops  was  that  of  a  private,  and  one  whom  he 
had  never  seen  before,  therefore  there  could  be 
no  enmity  on  either  side,  unless  he  was  the  secret 
agent  of  some  unknown  foe;  and  if  so,  he  had 
paid  the  forfeit  of  his  guilt,  and  had  met  his 
reward,  either  from  the  fire  of  the  enemy  or  from 
the  destructive  sword  of  Lord  Grey. 
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These,  and  a  number  of  other  conjectures,  not 
essential  to  mention,  frequently  harassed  the 
mind  of  Antonio,  and  prevented  his  tasting  that 
repose  his  tender  heahh  required.  Oiu'  hero 
had  been  a  captive  in  Kenilworth  castle  about  a 
month,  when  the  Earl  of  Leicester  one  morning 
entered  his  apartment,  and,  apologising  for  his 
unexpected  appearance,  informed  him  that  the 
queen,  with  a  train  of  couitiers  and  ladies,  would 
honour  the  castle  with  her  presence  in  a  few  days, 
and  that  preparations  were  already  making  in 
the  neighbourhood  for  the  event,  and  that  himself 
had  hastened  forward,  with  his  attendants,  to 
assist  in  ai'rangements  necessary  for  the  occasion, 
adding,  "it  is  her  majesty's  intention,  on  her 
arrival,  to  hold  a  conference  with  the  Spanish 
officers,  taken  in  the  late  contest,  as  they  will 
shortly  be  embarked  for  their  own  country."  An- 
tonio, with  his  accustomed  gi*ace,  retiu'ned  thanks 
to  the  earl  for  this  information,  and  his  lordship 
then  quitted  the  room. 

It  will  be  needless  to  dwell  on  the  feelings  of 
our  hero  at  this  juncture  ;  his  approaching  inter- 
view with  the  Queen  of  England,  and  his  quick 
return  to  Spain,  were  things  so  unlocked  for  as 
greatly  to  surprise  him ;  the  latter  circumstance, 
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however,  gave  him  singular  pleasure,  the  more  so 
as  he  had  expected  a  long  captivity  in  revenge 
for  Philip's  hostile  and  offensive  measures. 

At  length,  the  sound  of  many  instruments  of 
music,  the  noise  of  prancing  steeds,  and  hasty 
footsteps,  echoing  in  the  halls  below,  announced 
the  arrival  of  Elizabeth;  but  as  the  windows  of  our 
hero's  apartment  overlooked  the  inner  courts,  he 
had  no  \ievf  of  the  gay  procession ;  nor  after  their 
entrance  into  the  castle  could  he  distinguish  the 
voices  of  the  festive  throng,  the  distance  being  too 
great  for  the  sounds  to  reach  his  ears. 

It  was  quite  at  the  close  of  the  following  day 
that  Lord  Leicester  entered  his  room,  in  company 
with  his  guards,  and  with  a  respectful  air  begged 
to  introduce  him  to  the  royal  presence ;  Antonio, 
therefore,  immediately  followed  his  conductor. 
As  he  advanced,  the  brilliancy  of  everything 
around  him  conveyed  an  idea  of  a  fairy  palace, 
illuminated  by  the  hand  of  enchantment,  while  the 
loud  notes  of  the  musicians,  in  long  responses, 
pealed  to  the  very  roofs  of  the  aj^artments  through 
which  he  passed. 

At  the  upper  end  of  a  magnificent  hall,  of  pro- 
digious extent,  on  a  chair  of  state,  and  surrounded 
by  all  her  coiu't,  sat  the  Queen  of  England,  whose 
richness  of  dress  and  gay  air  corresponded  with 
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the  splendour  and  pageantry  that  graced  the 
entertainment;  and  in  a  gallery  above,  beautifully 
embellished,  and  supported  by  gilt  columns,  were 
seen,  amidst  a  blaze  of  light,  a  numerous  throng 
of  minstrels,  who  ceased  their  merry  song  as  soon 
as  the  Spanish  captives  entered  the  presence.  The 
queen  had,  in  fact,  artfully  contrived  this  banquet 
with  a  %-iew  to  astonish  and  dazzle  their  sight,  that 
they  might  portray  to  Philip  and  their  country- 
men, the  superior  riches  and  grandeur  of  the 
Queen  of  England ;  but  she  was  herself  dazzled 
in  turn;  and  the  Apollo-like  beauty  of  Antonio, 
and  his  princely  air,  as  he  reverentially  bent  his 
knee  in  the  customary  form,  struck  her  with  sur- 
prise and  admiration. 

"  Good  my  lords,"  she  exclaimed,  turning  to 
her  courtiers,  "  we  were  not  prepared  for  this  ; — 
by  our  Protestant  faith,  this  young  oflScer  sur- 
passes ye  all  in  manly  beauty." 

The  nobles,  by  no  means  pleased  with  the 
compliment,  bit  their  lips,  and  bowed  profoundly; 
meantime  the  queen  addressed  our  hero  with  the 
most  gracious  condescension,  assuring  him  that 
she  was  extremely  sorr}-  for  the  death  of  his  brave 
countrymen  in  Ireland,  and  also  for  the  restraints 
which  necessity  had  obliged  her  to  put  upon  his 
freedom;  and  it  being  the  first  wish  of  her  heart, 
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save  the  good  of  her  people,  to  keep  on  friendly 
terms  with  the  King  of  Spain,  she  had  written 
him  a  letter  with  her  own  hands,  which  she  should 
intrust  to  his  care  ;  he  (Antonio)  being  the  j^rin- 
cipal  officer  present  (Don  Josepho  having  been 
killed) ;  she  also  assured  him  that  her  sole  reason 
for  interfering  in  the  concerns  of  the  Netherlands 
originated  from  a  sisterly  regard  to  the  interest 
and  welfare  of  Philip,  and  that  she  had  simply, 
by  remonstrances,  attempted  to  reconcile  the 
Flemings  to  the  government  of  their  sovereign ; 
and  never  meant,  in  any  instance,  to  arrogate  to 
herself  the  right  of  sovereignty  in  those  states 
pertaining  to  the  crown  of  Spain  :  and  that  it  was 
against  her  ideas  of  policy,  and  her  feelings  as  a 
queen,  to  encourage  a  dangerous  rebellion  so  near 
the  frontiers  of  her  own  dominions.  She  farther 
informed  our  hero  that  he  was  no  longer  to  con- 
sider himself  a  i^risoner,  but  as  the  guest  of  the 
Earl  of  Leicester,  to  whom  the  castle  belonged ; 
he  could  remain  till  such  time  as  the  vessel,  bound 
for  Spain,  was  ready  to  sail,  which  would  be  in 
two  days. 

The  rest  of  the  officers  were  then  introduced  to 
the  queen,  to  whom  she  behaved  with  distin- 
guished politeness,  and  spoke  in  similar  terms 
concerning  the  restoration  of  their   liberty  and 
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speedy  embarkation ;  they  were  then  removed  to 
the  further  part  of  the  hall ;  but  Antonio  was  ex- 
pressly commanded  by  the  queen  to  keep  his 
station,  and  partake  of  the  festivities  around  him. 

This  command  was  very  acceptable  to  him,  as 
he  had  now  the  opportunity  of  observing  all  the 
etiquettes  of  a  British  court,  and  the  further  be- 
haviour of  the  queen,  whose  frankness  and  con- 
descension had  charmed  him  in  a  very  high 
degree ;  more  particularly  as  she  had  possessed  so 
much  seeming  good  will  towards  his  sovereign; 
not  suspecting  that  dissimulation  was  a  prevailing 
principle  with  Elizabeth,  and  usually  mixed  up 
with  her  systems  of  what  she  deemed  right 
policy;  as  in  the  present  case,  where  she  was  not 
prepared  for  any  serious  hostilities  with  her  neigh- 
bours ;  and  wishing,  at  this  time,  to  devote  her- 
self principally  to  the  affairs  of  Scotland,  which 
now  she  considered  demanded  most  of  her 
attention. 

Antonio  cast  his  eyes  upon  the  company,  and 
the  hall  he  was  in,  with  some  little  curiosity;  the 
latter  w^as  a  perfect  model  of  all  that  was  beauti- 
ful :  adorned  with  trophies  and  magnificent  paint- 
ings, with  the  sides  and  ceilings  richly  ornamented 
and  gilt:  the  gallery  above  was  still  more  to  be 
admired  for  its  splendid  appearance,  while  the 
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antique  dresses  of  the  minstrels,  glittering  amidst 
a  profusion  of  lights,  served  to  give  a  double  in- 
terest to  the  scene.  Their  heads  were  bare,  their 
hair  finely  smoothed  and  shining,  their  ruffs  fair 
starched,  that  every  plait  stood  up  like  a  wafer ;  a 
gown  of  summer-green,  gathered  at  the  neck  with 
a  narrow  gorget,  fastened  before  with  a  white 
clasp,  and  confined  in  the  waist  by  a  red  girdle, 
the  sleeves  hanging  down  to  mid-leg,  slit  from  the 
shoulder  to  the  hand,  and  lined  with  white  cotton. 
Their  doublet  sleeves  were  of  black  worsted,  laced 
at  the  wrist  w  ith  blue  cords,  red  stockings,  finished 
at  the  feet  by  high  pumps,  black  and  shining. 
About  the  neck  was  a  red  riband,  suitable  to  the 
girdle,  and  adorned  with  a  steel  chain,  new  and 
polished.  Their  harps  small  and  dependent  be- 
fore them,  and  on  which  were  inscribed  their 
names,  and  different  degrees  of  rank  as  min- 
strels.* 

Just  as  Antonio  had  finished  his  observations  on 
the  attire  of  these  grotesque  personages,  a  private 
signal  w  as  given ;  the  minstrels  struck  their  harps 
to  the  most  melodious  strains,  mingled  with  the 
shrill  notes  of  flageolets  and  stringed  instruments, 

*  This  account  of  a  minstrel,  in  Queen  Elizabeth's  time,  is 
taken,  with  some  trifling  alteration,  from  Lyttleton, 
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and  accompanied  by  a  chorns  of  voices,  coming 
from  youths  clad  in  green,  with  their  shining  ring- 
lets hanging  down  to  the  waist. 

Our  hero,  it  must  be  acknowledged,  felt  parti- 
cular pleasure  at  the  novelty  and  beauty  of  the 
scene  altogether,  and  was  sufficiently  acquainted 
with  the  English  language  to  understand  the 
words  of  the  music  that  now  vibrated  to  the  roof. 
The  first  song  that  met  his  ears,  though  bearing 
but  few  proportions  to  poetical  numbers,  attracted 
his  attention,  on  account  of  the  enthusiastic  man- 
ner in  which  it  was  sung;  it  was  as  follows  : — 

SONG. 

Come,  minstrels,  strike  !  strike ! 
To  the  song  of  delight, 

Nought's  more  glorious  I  ween, 
Save  Albion's  old  shores, 
Where  the  cannon  loud  roars, 

And  thunders  the  name  of  our  queen. 

CHOEUS. 

Huzza !  huzza ! 
Her  name  from  afar 
Shall  be  hallowed  in  peace, 
Triumphant  in  war. 
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Come,  strike,  strike  the  harp  ; 

Let  the  numbers  fly ; 
This  is  our  motto  (chiefs), 

Death  or  Victory. 
Invincible's  our  arm, 

"We  fear  no  foreign  band ; 
Ready  to  oppose  the  foe. 

Our  mighty  warriors  stand. 


Huzza !  huzza ! 
Their  names  from  afar 
Shall  be  honoured  in  peace. 
And  dreaded  in  war. 


As  Antonio  was  decidedly  the  most  beautiful 
man  in  the  room,  and  being  also  a  foreigner  of 
considerable  eclat,  he  received  that  polite  atten- 
tion fi'om  the  company  which  greatly  flattered  his 
feelings.  Ladies  as  well  as  gentlemen  crowded 
about  his  person,  both  to  have  a  near  view  of  his 
countenance,  and  to  scrutinize  his  di-ess,  which 
they  did  with  as  much  minuteness  as  he  had  done 
the  minstrels'  and  probably  theirs.  The  evening 
concluded  with  a  splendid  ball.  Antonio  declined 
dancing  for  several  reasons;  and  stem  decorum 
interfering  with  the  wishes  of  the  queen,  which 
would  have  led  her  to  fix  upon  him  as  a  partner, 
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she  also  contented  herself  with  simply  observing 
the  gaiety  of  the  assembly. 

The  next  morning  the  queen  delivered  the 
letter,  or  rather  packet,  intended  for  Philip,  into 
the  hands  of  our  hero,  at  the  same  time  making 
the  latter  a  present  of  a  sword,  with  the  handle 
superbly  ornamented  with  gems,  as  a  j^roof  of  her 
esteem.  Antonio,  highly  satisfied  with  the  queen's 
behaviour,  which  was  so  far  beyond  his  expecta- 
tions, embarked  with  his  companions  for  Spain; 
there  were  several  other  passengers  on  board 
besides  themselves,  but  none  engaged  his  parti- 
cular attention  save  an  elderly  gentleman  of  a 
most  melancholy  but  dignified  aspect;  his  age 
and  prepossessing  appearance,  together  with  the 
infmnities  under  which  he  seemed  to  labour,  in- 
duced our  hero  to  pay  him  several  marks  of 
respect,  which  gradually  promoted  the  ceremo- 
nies of  conversation,  and  during  these  periods  the 
former  often  mentioned  Spain  with  considerable 
agitation,  accompanied  by  remarks  somewhat 
extraordinary. 

The  gentleman  observing  our  hero's  surprise  on 
one  of  these  occasions,  said  to  him,  with  a  smile 
blended  with  a  look  of  apparent  anguish, — 

**  I  perceive,  sir,  your  astonishment  at  my 
emotions  and  discourse,  but  should  you  feel  a  de- 
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sire  to  be  made  acquainted  with  the  events  of  my 
life,  I  shall  not  hesitate  to  give  you  the  melancholy 
recital." 

Antonio  with  ingenuous  freedom  owned  that 
such  a  mark  of  his  confidence  would  give  him 
pleasure,  more  particularly  as  he  was  convinced 
from  his  manners,  and  the  words  he  had  spoken, 
that  he  was  a  Spaniard. 

"  You  are  perfectly  connect,"  returned  the 
stranger;  "  I  am  indeed  by  birth  a  Spaniard,  and 
wtiS  once  equally  distinguished  for  courage  and 
brilliancy  of  genius. 

"  My  father  was  a  Spanish  count  of  high  rank, 
and  on  the  accession  of  Charles  to  the  imperial 
crown,  he  espoused  a  lady  of  gi'cat  beauty  and 
fortune ;  by  her  he  had  two  sons  and  a  daughter, 
the  latter  died  in  childhood,  while  my  brother  and 
myself  increased  in  years  and  knowledge,  and  at 
a  proper  age  were  placed  under  the  care  of  a 
tutor  remarkable  both  for  his  learning  and  for  his 
attachment  to  the  papal  see. 

*^  The  count  was  a  man  of  equity,  and  exemplary 
in  all  matters  of  religion;  he  had  been  bred  to 
arms,  and  being  strongly  attached  to  the  House 
of  Austria,  he  frequently  attended  his  sovereign  on 
warlike  expeditions.  About  this  period  the  opi- 
nions of  Luther  began  to   circulate  widely,  and 
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Charles,  in  order  to  suppress  tlicm,  entered  into 
many  dangerous  measures ;  whether  it  was  this 
severity  that  first  disgusted  my  father  with  the 
Romish  religion,  or  whether  it  arose  from  an  in- 
ward conviction  that  the  Protestant  doctrine  was 
the  true  faith,  I  am  not  able  to  deteiToine  ;  certain 
it  is,  he  privately  embraced  tlie  new  tenets,  and 
even  hinted  to  my  mother  his  design  of  shortly 
removing  myself  and  my  brother  from  beneath  the 
instructions  of  our  preceptor.  She  was  herself  a 
rigid  Catholic,  and  was  at  no  loss  to  comprehend 
the  motives  which  led  my  father  to  intimate  such 
intentions;  she  therefore  became  gi-eatly  alaniied 
for  the  principles  of  her  sons,  and  was  secretly 
resolved,  if  it  were  possible,  to  counteract  the  per- 
nicious effects  of  such  a  proceeding. 

"  One  day,  my  father  being  absent,  she  sent  for 
her  children,  and  we  were  accordingly  ushered 
into  her  j^resence.  I  was  then  about  fourteen, 
my  brother  tliree  years  younger;  she  had  a  cru- 
cifix in  her  hand  which  she  held  up  to  our  view, 
asking  us  whether  we  understood  the  import- 
ance of  an  oath  breathed  upon  that  sacred  image. 
Our  answer  was  such  as  appeared  to  give  her 
great  satisfaction,  and  she  drew  from  us  a  solemn 
promise  ever  to  support,  maintain,  and  profess  the 
Catholic  faith  to  the  end  of  our  days,  and  to  exer- 
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else  its  duties  uninfluenced  by  any  circumstance 
foreign  to  its  ancient  privileges ;  all  this  we  will- 
ingly repeated,  and  concluded  by  pressing  our 
lips  fervently  upon  the  crucifix  as  a  proof  of  our 
sincerity.  She  then  dismissed  us,  with  many  ex- 
pressions of  tenderness,  mixed  with  admonitions 
concerning  our  future  conduct. 

"  In  the  meantime,  the  count's  apostasy  be- 
came more  apparent  every  day ;  he  supplied  the 
Protestants  with  large  sums,  and,  by  publicly  con- 
demning the  edicts  issued  against  them,  at  length 
drew  upon  himself  the  resentment  of  Charles, 
who,  fearing  the  consequence  of  such  an  example 
among  his  Spanish  subjects,  put  him  into  tempo- 
rary confinement.  The  count,  exasperated  at  the 
proceeding,  and  being  naturally  impatient  of  re- 
straint, by  the  violence  of  his  passion  broke  a 
blood-vessel,  and  almost  immediately  expired. 
This  was  a  death-blow  to  my  mother,  who,  in 
spite  of  the  faults  of  her  husband,  loved  him  to 
distraction;  from  this  fatal  moment,  her  health 
declined,  and  after  exhorting  us  to  cherish  the 
doctrines  she  had  strenuously  inculcated,  she 
breathed  her  last  in  my  arms. 

"  The  tragical  end  of  my  father,  and  the  almost 
sudden  death  of  my  mother,  excited  the  emperor's 
compassion,  and  by  his  commands  we  were  in- 
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troduced  to  liis  presence,  and  were  received  with 
unaffected  kindness,  and  with  assurances  of  pro- 
tection and  higli  promotion,  shoukl  we  choose  the 
profession  of  arms.  This  offer  myself  and  bro- 
ther readily  embraced,  and  as  early  as  possible 
quitted  our  hereditary  domains  to  seek  honour 
and  renown  beneath  the  imperial  flag. 

"  The  first  enterprise,  however,  in  which  we 
embarked,  tliough  promoted  with  vigour,  and  con- 
ducted with  wisdom,  from  unforeseen  causes 
proved  unfortunate.  In  the  year  1539,  Charles, 
who  on  foiTuer  occasions  had  been  successful 
against  the  Turks,  was  detennined,  at  the  intrea- 
ties  of  his  subjects,  who  still  continued  to  suffer 
from  the  depredations  of  the  infidels,  both  by  sea 
and  land,  to  undertake  another  expedition  against 
a  race  that  scattered  ruin  and  dismay  wherever 
they  came.  Accordingly,  he  collected  a  force  of 
twenty-three  thousand  soldiers,  drawn  from  the 
resources  of  the  Italian  and  Spanish  dominions, 
and  strengthened  by  some  thousand  of  the  nobi- 
lity, who,  inspired  both  by  the  desire  of  conquest 
and  revenge,  volunteered  their  services  on  this 
important  occasion.  As  a  prelude  to  our  misfor- 
tunes, our  voyage  was  long  and  extremely  perilous ; 
but  so  sanguine  was  the  emperor,  and  so  inflamed 
with  the  desire  of  glorj-  were  the  troops  that  he 
G  2 
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commaiuled,  that  nothing  served  to  damp  their 
hopes  or  lessen  their  confidence. 

"  At  length  we  landed  on  the  coast  of  x^fi'ica, 
and  began  our  march  towards  Algiers,  which  was 
at  this  time  governed  by  Hassen,  son  of  the  re- 
nowned Barbarossa,  and  pitched  our  camp  within 
sight  of  the  city ;  but  scarcely  had  we  done  so,  ere 
the  clouds,  which  had  been  long  gathering  in  the 
sky,  burst  with  tremendous  fury  upon  our  heads, 
followed  by  thunder  and  lightning,  and  the  most 
frightful  hurricanes,  whilst  the  darkness  of  the 
night  uniting  with  the  horrors  of  the  tempest, 
struck  the  boldest  and  most  courageous  of  our 
troops  with  terror  and  consternation;  so  rapid 
and  violent  was  the  rain  that  in  a  few  hours 
every  spring  was  converted  into  a  torrent,  and 
the  hard  ground  into  a  swamp,  so  that  we  could 
neither  advance  nor  retreat  without  danger  of 
sticking  fast  in  the  mud. 

"  At  the  return  of  day,  Hassen  and  his  followers, 
accustomed  to  the  soil,  rushed  upon  our  ranks, 
but  though  at  first  they  did  considerable  execu- 
tion among  our  people,  we  succeeded  in  forcing 
them  back  to  the  shelter  of  their  own  forts ;  but 
to  add  to  the  distress  we  already  suffered,  the  men 
who  had  been  left  with  our  ships  were  unable  to 
weather  the  storm — they  were  dashed  against  the 
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rocks  with  a  fury  that  no  human  efforts  could  with- 
stand ;  the  principal  of  our  stores,  and  numbers 
of  our  best  ships,  with  some  thousands  of  the  un- 
happy crews,  were  during  the  night  buried  in  the 
deep — the  remnant,  with  their  commanders,  were 
driven  to  a  cape  above  two  days  march  from  our 
present  situation,  which  tliey  contrived  to  inform 
us  of,  and  where  they  awaited  oiu*  coming;  but, 
alas!  our  disconsolate  soldiers  were  faint  for  the 
want  of  food,  and  fatigued  with  care  and  toil ; 
they  however  moved  forward  with  all  the  speed 
their  exhausted  state  would  allow ;  and  the  em- 
peror with  unexampled  fortitude  waved  all  per- 
sonal inconvenience,  and  by  his  humanity  and 
virtues  soothed  the  sick  and  woimded,  cheered 
the  desponding,  and  threw  a  bright  aspect  even 
round  the  meagre  form  of  famine.  His  patience 
under  these  dreadful  calamities  was  equal  to  his 
other  great  qualities,  and  though  he  was  exposed 
to  the  same  hardships  and  privations  as  the 
meanest  soldier  in  his  army,  yet  he  neither  lost 
his  temper  nor  his  presence  of  mind  during  the 
whole  time,  but  with  unsubdued  spirit  and  dexte- 
rity moved  from  rank  to  rank,  and  at  the  hazard 
of  his  life  remained  in  the  rear,  in  order  to  keep 
off  the  wandering  Arabs,  who  seemed  inclined  to 
interrupt  our  progress. 
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"  After  escaping  a  thousand  other  dangers  that 
menaced  us  during  our  march,  we  arrived  at  the 
cape  where  the  fleet  had  anchored,  but  in  a  most 
woful  condition,  numbers  having  perished  by  the 
way  in  spite  of  the  \'igilance  and  unremitting 
attentions  of  the  emperor.  My  brother's  consti- 
tution, never  very  robust,  yielded  to  these  fatal 
disasters,  and  before  we  reached  the  coast  of 
Spain  he  had  breathed  his  last ;  thus  was  I  de- 
prived of  a  brother  and  the  glory  I  had  antici- 
pated in  the  same  moment.  After  this,  I  attended 
Charles  in  several  enterprises  much  more  fortu- 
nate than  the  one  I  have  related,  and  punctually 
did  he  fulfil  his  agreement  with  me ;  for  he  pro- 
moted me  in  a  way  that  insured  my  perfect  admi- 
ration and  gratitude.  In  the  course  of  a  few  years, 
I  fell  in  love  with  a  young  Castilian  lady  of  high 
rank;  it  so  happened,  however,  that  a  young 
gentleman,  the  son  of  a  grandee,  had  already 
offered  to  espouse  her,  and  had  been  rejected; 
the  knowledge  of  this  did  not  intimidate  me  from 
soliciting  her  hand,  and  endeavouring  to  win  her 
affections;  and  though  I  was  less  handsome,  and 
much  older  than  my  rival,  I  succeeded  in  carrying 
off  the  prize. 

*'  My  wife  brought  me  no  children,  but  no  mis- 
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fortune  of  a  serious  nature  interrupted  our  hap- 
piness till  after  Philip  ascended  the  throne.  As 
this  prince  was  ever  extremely  superstitious  in 
matters  of  religion,  rigid  in  his  principles,  and 
easily  provoked  to  anger,  it  did  not  require  a  very 
subtle  genius  to  rouse  his  enmity ;  but,  unconscious 
that  I  possessed  a  dangerous  foe  in  the  person  of 
my  former  rival,  whose  rank  and  situation  gave 
him  constant  access  to  the  presence  of  his  new 
sovereign,  I  continued  to  enjoy  the  privileges 
granted  to  me  by  the  munificence  of  the  lato 
emperor,  when  I  was  suddenly  roused  from  my 
fancied  security,  and,  \Nithout  knowing  either  my 
crime  or  my  accusers,  was  arrested  and  thrown 
into  the  dungeons  of  the  inquisition. 

"After  a  close  confinement  of  nearly  two  months, 
I  was  summoned  before  the  tribunal  of  this  court, 
and  there  charged  with  heresy.  Filled  with 
astonishment  at  this  extraordinary  accusation,  I 
firmly  protested  my  innocence,  and  declared  my 
attachment  to  the  Romish  church ;  but  they  in- 
teiTupted  me,  by  inquiring  if  my  father  had  not 
embraced  the  Protestant  faith  ;  as  this  was  a  fact 
I  could  not  deny,  I  candidly  answered  in  the 
affirmative,  but  at  the  same  time  assured  them 
that  I  had  been  brought  up  in  the  catholic  re- 
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ligioii,  to  which  I  should  ever  adhere,  and  that  I 
had  never  violated,  in  the  smallest  degree,  either 
its  principles  or  its  privileges. 

"  No  answer  was  returned  to  these  words,  save 
a  smile  of  contempt,  and  a  command  to  confess  my 
guilt ;  and  by  so  doing,  they  added,  I  shoiUd  be 
entitled  to  the  lenity  of  the  court :  but  I  still  con- 
tinued to  deny  the  charges  exhibited  against  me, 
and  awaited  my  doom  w'ith  an  unaltered  coun- 
tenance. I  was,  however,  shortly  returned  to  my 
celJ,  and  after  another  month  had  elapsed,  was 
brought  forth  for  a  second  examination,  was  con- 
victed, and  condemned  to  be  broken  upon  the 
wheel.  My  distracted  wife,  on  hearing  the  issue 
of  these  proceedings,  flew  to  her  relations,  who 
w^ere  high  in  powder,  to  beg  their  interference,  in 
trying  to  save  the  life  of  her  husband.  This  they 
promised  to  do,  and  accordingly  ventured  to  solicit 
an  audience  of  the  king,  who  coldly  informed 
them  that  it  was  not  his  prerogative  to  alter  the 
verdict  of  the  inquisitorial  court,  but  that  he 
would  extend  his  clemency  so  far  as  to  attempt 
something  in  my  favour.  My  sentence  was  after- 
wards mitigated  to  pcrjietual  banishment  from  my 
native  country,  and  that  if  ever  I  again  set  foot  in 
any  part  of  his  majesty's  dominions,  the  sentence 
should  be  executed  upon  me  in  all  its  rigour. 
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My  vrife  was  allowed  a  last  interview  with  me  ere 
I  departed ;  her  haggard  looks  and  wild  gestures 
struck  me  with  horrid  apprehensions  for  her 
reason.  By  soothing  arguments,  however,  and 
tender  caresses,  I  attempted  to  soften  the  pangs 
of  separation ;  but  with  agonizing  shrieks  she 
clung  to  my  bosom,  and  fastened  her  radiant  eyes 
on  my  distorted  features.  Alas  !  the  horror  and 
confusion  of  that  moment  will  never  be  effaced 
from  my  memory.  My  angel  was  torn  from  me  in 
strong  convulsions,  and  with  speechless  agony  I 
saw  the  door  close  that  for  ever  shut  me  from  her 
sight 

"  In  the  middle  of  the  night  I  was  put  on  board 
a  vessel  bound  for  P^ngland,  the  place  I  had 
chosen  for  my  exile,  the  choice  of  the  country  to 
reside  in  having  been  allowed  me,  through  the 
continued  intercessions  of  my  friends. 

"  With  a  melancholy  heart  and  disordered 
mind  I  watched  the  receding  shores  of  Spain, 
which  I  could  discern  from  the  deck  by  the 
splendour  of  the  moon's  rays,  in  union  with  the 
pensive  glories  spread  along  the  arch  of  heaven. 
*  Receive  the  last  fond  look  of  thy  banished  son, 
oh,  my  beloved  country  !'  I  exclaimed,  in  agony ; 
'  and  ye,  dear  and  respected  friends,  farewell  for 
ever.'  Alas!  'tis  impossible  for  me  to  describe 
G  3 
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the  bitterness  of  my  sorrow,  or  the  struggles  of 
my  soul  at  this  awful  period.  But  though  smart- 
ing with  a  sense  of  injury  too  great  to  admit  of 
palliation,  yet  my  heart  venerated  the  hand  that 
had  laid  all  my  honours  in  the  dust ;  in  short,  I 
still  loved  the  monarch  to  whom,  and  to  whose 
house  I  had  ever  been  most  loyally  attached. 

"  After  a  stormy  voyage,  I  was  landed  off  the 
coast  of  Dovor.  I  had  some  knowledge  of  the 
English  and  their  customs ;  and  probably,  had  I 
voluntarily  connected  myself  with  them,  I  might 
have  enjoyed  their  conversation  and  amusements ; 
as  the  case  stood,  as  soon  as  I  reached  the  shore, 
I  gazed  round  me  with  an  air  of  disgust ;  the 
noisy  wit  of  some,  the  inquisitive  looks  of  others, 
and  the  affected  singularities  of  all,  gave  me  very 
unfavourable  ideas  of  English  manners.  How- 
ever, at  present  my  observations  were  but  few ;  a 
foreigner  and  an  exile,  without  connexions  and 
without  friends,  1  Avas  in  no  proper  frame  of  mind 
to  take  either  a  just  or  a  critical  survey  of  their 
peculiar  traits.  Had  I  been  allowed  to  reside  in 
any  part  of  Spain  after  my  disgrace,  solitude,  or 
even  imprisonment,  would  have  been  more  pleas- 
ing than  wandeiing  an  exiled  Avietch  in  a  strange 
land ;  and  Elizabeth  having  ascended  the  throne, 
and  declared  in  favour  of  the   Protestants,  the 


THE    OATH   OF   ALLEGIANCE.  131 

different  towns  through  which  I  passed  presented 
scenes  of  disorder,  arising  from  the  excitements 
of  the  disputants  in  religion ;  but  to  do  the  queen 
justice,  her  kindness  and  protection  were  ex- 
tended to  all  her  subjects  without  exception,  and 
though  a  Catholic  and  a  foreigner,  I  was  allowed 
to  move  from  place  to  place  without  molestation 
or  injury ;  I  therefore  had  ample  leism-e  to  study 
the  character  of  those  with  whom  I  was  fated  to 
live,  and  in  my  intercourse  with  them  during 
some  years,  I  discovered  them  to  be  sincere, 
charitable,  humane,  and  extremely  conscientious; 
but  as  a  contrast  to  these  prevailing  vu'tues,  they 
are  tinctm-ed  with  a  sort  of  hereditary  failing 
which  greatly  contributes  to  depress  modest  merit 
— merit  that  shrinks  abashed  from  the  scrutiny  of 
the  vulgar,  and  secludes  itself,  as  it  were,  within 
the  precincts  of  its  own  greatness — I  mean  the 
extraordinary  preference  given  to  riches,  to  the 
great  prejudice  of  many  gifted  and  exemplary 
persons  to  whom  fortune  has  been  less  favour- 
able. In  Spain,  it  is  sufficient  for  a  man  to  be 
brave,  learned,  and  honourable;  under  the  aus- 
pices of  these  united  qualities,  he  moves  an  equal 
among  his  superiors.  China  has  an  equal  claim 
to  admiration  in  this  respect ;  genius  is  there 
drawn  from  obscurity  to  share  the  honours  of  the 
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great,  virtue  is  exalted,  and  learning  reverenced. 
Could  the  English  be  brought  to  imitate  such 
praiseworthy  examples,  and  allow  the  balance  to 
preponderate  in  favour  of  equity  and  truth,  they 
would  certainly  be  the  most  celebrated  people  in 
the  world.  But  I  will  not  exhaust  your  patience 
by  remarks  that  have  little  connexion  with  my 
story,  nor  introduce  incidents  that  are  not  w^orth 
the  recital ;  suffice  it  to  say,  I  received  no  inter- 
ruption to  my  melancholy  way  of  life  till  about 
three  months  ago,  when,  in  passing  through  one 
of  thd  principal  streets  of  London,  I  accidentally 
encountered  one  of  my  earliest  friends.  Never 
surely  was  joy  equal  to  mine ;  but  I  was  so  altered, 
that  he  gazed  upon  me  for  some  moments  ere  he 
recollected  my  countenance.  At  length  he  caught 
my  hand  with  a  look  of  transport. 

"^Mighty  Providence!'  he  exclaimed,  *  do  I 
really  behold  the  exiled  Count  Valencia  ?' 

"  '  You  indeed  behold  that  unhappy  man,'  I 
returned. 

"  '  Say  not  unhappy,  my  dear  count,'  he  replied, 
'  since  your  innocence  has  been  fully  proved, 
and  by  Philip's  order  proclaimed  throughout 
Spain;  a  packet,  explaining  the  particulars  of 
this  extraordinary  change  in  your  fortunes,  is  now 
lying  for  you  at  the  AVar-office.' 
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"  These  words  electrified  me :  I  ^yas  mad,  de- 
lirious ;  habtily  presenting  my  address  to  mv 
friend,  without  saying  another  word,  I  ran,  or 
rather  flew  along  the  streets,  and  rushing  into  the 
office,  gave  my  name  and  demanded  the  parcel. 
This  being  immediately  complied  with,  I  took  it 
to  my  lodgings,  and  with  convulsive  agitation 
broke  the  seals  and  inspected  its  contents. 
Gracious  God  !  none  but  those  in  the  precise 
situation  as  myself  can  forai  an  accurate  idea  of 
my  feelings  at  this  momentous  period.  The 
letters  and  documents  gave  me  ample  informa- 
tion concerning  the  secret  enemy  who  had,  from 
motives  of  revenge,  been  the  cause  of  my  dis- 
grace and  exile.  The  young  lover,  whose  suit 
had  been  rejected  by  my  wife  prior  to  her  ac- 
quaintance with  me,  retired  from  her  presence 
more  wounded  in  liis  pride  than  in  his  affections; 
but  his  mortification  and  rage  sui^Dassed  all  de- 
sciiption,  when  informed  that  the  hand  which  he 
had  vainly  solicited  had  been  yielded  to  one 
whose  pretensions  he  considered  were  of  far  less 
importance  than  his  own ;  and  fiom  this  moment 
he  became  my  implacable  foe.  But  the  ascen- 
dancy I  had  gained  over  the  emperor  prevented 
his  forming  any  immediate  design  for  my  destruc- 
tion, and  not  till  some  considerable  time  after 
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Philip  ascended   the  throne  did  he   succeed  in 
rousing  the  jealousy  of  my  sovereign  as  regarding 
my  religious  tenets.      Unhappily,  my  deceased 
father's  apostasy  gave  him  a  plausible  pretext  to 
accuse  me  of  inclining  to  the  same  doctrines,  and 
I  was  at  length  dragged  to  the  Inquisition  on  a 
charge  of  heresy.     My  escape  from  death  was 
little  short  of  a  miracle ;  but  alas !  the  sentence 
of  this  tribunal  had  a  fatal  effect  upon  my  wife  : 
she  lost  her  senses,  and  recovered  them  only  to 
expire.     The  author  of  these  calamities  exulted 
in  the  ruin  he  had  made,  but  the  vigilance  of  a 
just  God  had  marked  him  out  for  vengeance.     A 
few  months  ago  he  was  attacked  with  a  disease 
that  rendered  him  a  most  loathsome  object;  the 
severity  of  his  sufferings  brought  him  to  repen- 
tance ;  he  confessed  his  guilt,  and  with  his  own 
hand   signed   a   paper    addressed   to    his   king, 
wherein  he  fully  vindicated  my  innocence,  and 
explained  each  particular  circumstance  connected 
with  his  base  proceedings.    The  monarch,  equally 
enraged  at  the  confession  and  his  own  credulity, 
would  have  arrested  the  criminal  in  his  bed,  but 
Death,  tenacious  of  his  prey,  had  already  decided 
his  fate.     His  majesty,  therefore,  prepared  to  do 
justice   to   my    character,   by  exposing   the  vile 
artifices  of  my  enemy,  and  then,  with  that  per- 
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severance  peculiar  to  him,  directed  the  measures 
whereby  I  am  finally  recalled  to  my  native  shores. 
At  one  moment,  a  tumultuous  joy  diffuses  itself 
through  my  frame,  at  the  idea  of  being  restored 
to  that  country  that  I  so  ardently  love  and  vene- 
rate; the  next,  a  bitter  grief  struggles  at  my 
heart,  my  eyes  could  overflow  with  tears,  for  she 
whom  my  soul  adored  Avill  not  be  there  to  bid 
me  welcome ;  the  remembrance  of  how  and 
for  whom  she  died  clouds  the  pro2)itious  day 
of  my  returning  prosperity,  and  my  feeble  con- 
stitution, worn  out  with  undeserved  suffering, 
faints  beneath  the  pressure  of  these  opposite 
passions." 

"  Smarting  as  you  have  been  for  years  with  the 
wounds  inflicted  by  the  hand  of  persecution," 
said  Antonio,  as  the  exile  finished  his  naiTative, 
"  I  no  longer  wonder  at  the  violence  of  your  emo- 
tions, or  at  the  deep  sorrow  so  strikingly  impressed 
upon  your  countenance ;  but  the  illustrious  Philip, 
ever  ready  to  redress  the  wrongs  of  his  people, 
has  endeavoured  to  repair  his  error  in  a  way  that 
gives  his  subjects  a  glorious  example  of  his  jus- 
tice and  generosity.  He  is  no  doubt  fully  aware 
that  you  have  now  a  superior  claim  to  his  regard, 
and  if  I  mistake  not,  he  will  not  be  wanting  in 
that  kind  of  civility  which  is  the  best  calculated 
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to  soothe  a  wounded  spirit,  and  throw  the  veil  of 
oblivion  over  your  dark  injuries." 

The  stranger  acquiesced  in  these  remarks,  and 
during  the  rest  of  the  voyage  attached  himself 
solely  to  our  hero. 
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CHAPTER  VI. 


Having  landed  at  Bilboa,  those  ^Yho  weie  going 
to  Madrid  procured  horses  to  convey  them  thither, 
and  the  party  had  proceeded  about  eighty  miles 
when  they  beheld  a  gentleman  seated  at  the  foot 
of  a  hill ;  his  steed  was  grazing  by  his  side,  and 
in  his  hand  was  an  open  letter,  which  he  seemed 
to  peruse  with  great  attention ;  the  sound  of  the 
horses'  hoofs  caused  him  to  turn  his  head  towards 
Antonio,  who  immediately  recognised  Don  Cer- 
vantes, and  addressed  him. 

"  You  may  guess  my  surprise,  and  the  extra- 
ordinary pleasure  I  feel,"  returned  the  latter,  start- 
ing upon  his  feet,  "  in  thus  meeting  one  whom  I 
have  lamented  as  dead,  for  it  is  generally  under- 
stood that  the  forces  sent  to   Ireland,  under  the 
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command  of  Don  Josepho,  were  most  of  them 
slain  in  battle,  and  that  those  who  survived  were 
put  to  the  sword  by  the  English  general." 

Antonio,  in  a  few  words,  explained  the  affair. 

"  Your  adventures,  Don  Antonio,"  replied  Cer- 
vantes, "  are  of  a  very  serious  cast.  I  cordially 
congratulate  you  on  your  escape  from  such  for- 
midable evils ;  in  regard  to  my  own,  at  this  pre- 
sent time,  they  are  more  calculated  to  excite  a 
smile  than  draw  forth  the  sigh  of  commiseration. 
I  air»,  however,  returning  to  Madrid,  and  if  you 
have  no  objection,  I  will  accompany  you  to  that 
city,  and  explain  the  meaning  of  my  words  as  we 
proceed." 

Antonio  assented  to  this  proposal  with  plea- 
sure, and  accordingly  Cervantes  mounted  his  steed 
and  rode  by  the  side  of  our  hero,  leaving  the  rest 
of  the  i)arty  a  little  in  the  rear.  "  I  shall  not 
hesitate,"  began  Cervantes,  "  to  inform  you  that  I 
have  unwittingly  plunged  myself  into  so  strange 
a  dilemma,  that,  upon  my  honour,  I  scarcely  know 
whether  to  laugh  or  cry.  I  think  it  was  about  two 
years  before  the  battle  of  Lepanto  that  I  was  in- 
troduced, by  an  officer  of  some  distinction,  to  a 
family  residing  at  Valladolid  ;  I  there  met  with  a 
young  lady,  the  daughter  of  a  French  nobleman, 
to  whom  I  became  attached.    I  pursued  the  afiair 
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with  some  ardoiu',  and  succeeded  in  communi- 
cating the  force  of  my  passion  to  the  lovely  object 
of  my  wishes.  She  at  first  repulsed  my  advances, 
but  at  length  my  emotions  melted  her  into  pity 
and  she  permitted  my  addresses.  The  secret  of 
our  love  was  discovered,  and  my  alliance  not 
being  deemed  equal  to  her  rank,  she  was  sent  to 
a  convent,  and  I  was  left  to  brood  over  my  own 
blighted  hopes.  For  some  time  I  made  every 
attempt  to  discover  the  place  of  her  retreat,  but 
all  in  vain ;  and  my  lameness  following  this  event, 
I  submitted  with  resignation  to  my  rigorous  des- 
tiny. A  few  weeks  ago,  I  was  infonned  by  a 
gentleman  that  she  had  yielded  to  the  wishes  of 
her  relations,  and  taken  the  veil ;  he  likewise  men- 
tioned the  name  of  her  convent,  not  as  a  secret, 
but  merely  as  a  common-place  observation,  not 
knowing  that  I  was  the  person  for  whose  sake  she 
had  been  so  unkindly  ti-eated.  My  inward  feel- 
ings at  this  moment  convinced  me  that  my  love 
for  my  charming  mistress  was  not  yet  extin- 
guished, and  my  resentment  against  those  who 
had  separated  us  rose  in  proportion.  I  deter- 
mined to  use  every  artifice  to  obtain  an  interview 
and  take  a  last  look,  and  a  last  farewell ;  I  there- 
fore disguised  my  person,  and  presenting  myself 
at  the  gate  of  the  monastery,  inquired  for  Sister 
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Blanch,  pretending,  at  the  same  thne,  that  I  was 
a  relation  come  upon  most  important  business. 
After  waiting  a  considerable  time,  T  w^as  informed 
that  no  male  visitors  were  allowed  to  enter  the 
convent,  but  that  I  might  converse  with  Sister 
Blanch  through  the  grate.  With  this  indulgence, 
I  was  obliged  to  be  content.  I  had  previously 
prepared  a  letter,  w'hich,  on  her  appearing,  I  gave 
into  her  hands.  She  was  closely  veiled,  but  the 
music  of  her  voice  was  sufficient  to  satisfy  my 
heart  that  the  one  I  beheld  Avas  my  lost  charmer  ; 
the  words  she  uttered  were  very  few^,  and  those 
delivered  in  a  low  tone.  I  was  obliged  to  be 
equally  reserved,  for  I  observed  the  portress 
watching  us.  However,  in  spite  of  my  disguise, 
she  recollected  me,  and  the  instant  she  made  this 
discovery,  she  ^precipitately  withdrew.  As  this 
was  no  more  than  I  had  expected,  I  had  taken 
the  i^recaution  to  mention  in  my  letter  the  bitter- 
ness of  my  disaj^pointment,  the  anguish  of  my 
mind,  and  many  other  things  connected  with  our 
attachment,  and  conjured  her  to  write  me  an 
answer,  and  favour  me  with  her  sentiments  upon 
the  subject  that  gave  me  so  much  disquietude ; 
and  here  I  named  the  day  when  I  w^ould  again 
present  myself  at  the  grate  of  her  convent. 

"  Agreeably  to  this  design,  I  made  my  appeal'- 
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ance  there  at  the  tune  I  had  appointed,  although 
I  scarcely  dared  to  hope  that  T  should  be  indulged 
with  a  second  interview.  In  this  idea,  however,  I 
was  happily  mistaken;  the  dear  creature  again 
came  to  me,  and,  slipping  a  letter  into  ray  hand, 
disappeared  without  speaking.  But,  oh!  judge 
of  my  raptures,  when  I  inform  you,  that  in  her 
epistle  she  denied  having  taken  the  vows,  and 
added,  that  if  I  was  still  sincere  in  my  profes- 
sions of  attachment,  I  would  endeavour  to  assist 
her  to  escape  from  a  confinement  she  detested. 
*  The  east  part  of  the  wall,'  she  continued, '  that 
surrounds  the  convent,  is  much  decayed,  and  a 
very  little  exertion  will  remove  some  of  the  stone 
work,  and  if  you  can  procure  a  ladder  of  ropes, 
by  to-morrow  evening  I  will  be  beneath  the  wall 
precisely  when  the  clock  strikes  twelve. 

"  With  some  difficulty  I  obtained  the  things  I 
wanted  for  the  enterprise,  and  likewise  a  long 
cloak  to  throw  over  the  person  of  my  angel,  that 
her  dress  might  not  beti-ay  us.  At  half-an-hour 
after  eleven  I  sallied  forth,  and  stationed  a  car- 
riage and  four  swift  horses  in  an  obscure  lane  at 
a  short  distance  from  the  monastery.  The  night 
was  dark,  no  star  sparkled  in  the  firmament,  but 
the  wind  was  up,  and  by  its  loud  clamours  seemed 
to  reproach  my  daring. 
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"  On  my  arrival  at  the  spot,  I  mounted  an 
eminence,  and  took  a  survey  of  the  place;  the 
wall  was  high,  and  evidently  ancient ;  large  gaps 
were  observable  at  different  parts,  and  many  of 
the  bricks  had  fallen  from  their  places,  I  took 
advantage  of  this  circumstance,  and  with  the  as- 
sistance of  my  servant,  and  a  thick  iron  prong,  I 
enlarged  the  places  considerably.  By  this  means 
I  lessened  the  danger  of  ascent,  and  reached  the 
top  much  sooner  than  I  had  expected.  I  now 
heard  a  rustling  among  the  shrubs  that  appeared 
like  the  motion  of  a  human  form.  I  was  not  de- 
ceived, it  was  Blanch.  I  threw  down  the  ladder 
of  ropes,  and  had  presently  the  happiness  to  grasp 
her  trembling  hand.  With  my  help  she  descended 
on  the  other  side,  and  reached  the  ground  in 
safetv.  You  may  conjecture  I  was  not  long  in 
following  her,  but  a  mutual  fear  sealed  our  lips, 
and  we  continued  to  remain  silent.  My  intention 
was  to  fly  with  her  to  France,  and  there  get  the 
indissoluble  knot  tied.  I  therefore  did  not  wait 
to  indulge  my  raptures,  but  placing  her  in  the 
carriage,  we  drove  off  with  incredible  speed.  It 
was  still  dark  when  we  halted  at  a  small  village  to 
change  horses,  and,  to  quicken  the  movements  of 
the  postillion,  I  assisted  (with  my  right  hand)  in 
settling  the  harness,  when  I  again  re-entered  the 
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carriage,  and  we  proceeded  the  same  way  as 
before.  I  had  refrained  fr'om  addressing  my  com- 
panion, lest  I  should  prematurely  alarm  her  deli- 
cacy, and  as  she  still  preserved  a  profound  silence, 
I  at  present  sought  not  to  interrupt  it. 

"  In  this  manner  we  continued  to  travel  till 
daylight  began  to  break  through  the  clouds,  and 
gave  me  a  partial  view  of  the  interior  part  of  the 
carriage.  Never  was  consternation  and  amazement 
surely  equal  to  mine ;  the  lovely  Blanch  no  longer 
occupied  a  seat  in  the  vehicle;  in  fact,  I  was  per- 
fectly alone. 

"  How  to  account  for  this  strange  adventure  I 
knew  not,  as  there  was  no  possibility  of  her  falling- 
out,  everything  being  quite  secure.  Bewildered 
and  alarmed,  I  called  to  the  postillion  to  stop  ;  but 
the  fellow  supposing,  probably,  that  I  called  to 
him  merely  with  a  view  to  hasten  him  on,  as  I  had 
done  several  times  before,  increased  the  speed  of 
his  horses,  and  dashed  along  with  so  much  velo- 
city, that  I  expected  nothing  less  than  the  utter 
demolition  of  the  carnage.  As  I  threw  a  despair- 
ing glance  on  the  seat  near  me,  I  espied  a  letter ; 
it  was  sealed,  and  directed  to  myself.  I  perused 
it  with  great  surprise,  for  I  now  found  that  the 
amiable  Blanch  had  made  use  of  an  innocent  stra- 
tagem to  secure  the  escape  of  a  young  lady  who 
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had  been  forced  into  the  convent,  not  by  her 
family,  but  by  some  unknown  foe,  and  that  she 
herself  had  really  taken  the  veil,  and  never  meant 
to  endanger  her  soul's  eternal  welfare  by  breaking 
those  vows  w^hicli  she  had  made  at  the  altar  of  her 
God.  I  now  remarked  the  difference  of  the  hand- 
writing; the  foi*mer  letter  was  written  by  the  young 
lady  in  question,  the  present  one  by  Blanch. 

"  Here  ended  all  my  hopes  of  connubial  hap- 
piness, but  why  the  unknown  left  me  in  so  secret 
a  manner  I  cannot  conjecture ;  for  had  she  ex- 
plained her  situation  to  me,  I  should  have  felt 
no  reluctance  in  conveying  her  to  any  part  of 
Spain  she  chose  to  name.  Yet,  though  exti'emely 
chagrined  and  disappointed,  I  feel  happy  in 
having  been  so  fortunate  as  to  render  a  service  to 
an  injured  female ;  but  I  tremble,  as  T  reflect  upon 
the  subject,  for  the  consequence  of  her  rashness  in 
flying  from  my  protection  and  exposing  herself 
to  unknown  dangers.  After  settling  the  exj^enses 
of  my  travelling  equipage,  I  hastened  to  return  to 
Madrid  on  horseback,  and  was  resting  the  animal 
and  indulging  myself  with  another  perusal  of  the 
letter  I  received  from  Blanch,  when  you  rode  up 
and  gave  a  pleasing  interruption  to  my  studies. 
But,  I  should  add,  that  I  first  crossed  a  consi- 
derable tract  of  country  in  the  hope  of  meeting 
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with  the  fair  fugitive.  I  was  averse  to  making 
inquiries,  lest  it  should  lead  to  unpleasant  discove- 
ries; however,  1  might  have  spared  myself  the 
trouble,  for  I  could  have  known  her  only  by  the 
cloak  she  had  on,  and  it  is  not  likely  she  retained 
that,  which  was  too  remarkable  not  to  have  been 
recognised  by  me  should  chance  have  thro^vn  her 
in  my  way." 

This  recital  gi'eatly  amused  Antonio,  but  Don 
Cervantes,  thougli  he  attempted  to  laugh  off  his 
own  disappointment,  felt  that  internal  cliagrin 
which  all  his  efforts  could  not  conquer,  and  as 
soon  as  he  reached  Madrid,  he  took  leave  of  our 
hero,  and  hastened  to  his  own  home  to  brood  over 
his  private  sorrows. 

In  the  meantime,  Antonio,  separated  from  the 
rest  of  his  companions,  with  eager  impatience 
made  towards  the  abode  of  Don  Lewis.  The 
meeting  between  that  nobleman  and  our  hero 
was  affecting  in  the  extreme,  as  the  latter  had  been 
moiu'ned  as  dead;  but  fortunately  the  agonized 
feelings  of  Don  Lewis  had  hitherto  prevented  him 
from  informing  the  Duke  of  Aranda  of  the  accounts 
that  had  through  various  channels  reached  the 
comt  of  Spain. 

After  their  first  emotions  were  a  little  abated, 
Don  Lewis  exclaimed,  "  Your  looks  are  eloquent, 

VOL.  II.  H 
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my  dear  Antonio.  I  read  the  anxiety  of  your 
mind,  and  understand  the  question  that  trembles 
on  your  lips;  but  I  have  joyful  news  to  impart; 
your  beloved  sister  is  restored  to  the  protection 
of  Father  Austin." 

"  Blessed  Redeemer,  accept  my  thanks,"  inter- 
rupted Antonio,  crossing  himself  vnth.  pious  fer- 
vour; "but  explain  to  me,  I  beseech  you,  every 
particular  connected  with  this  delightful  occur- 
rence." 

"  I  am  unable  to  gratify  you  in  that  respect," 
replied  Don  Lewis.  "  I  had  a  letter  from  the 
good  Father  yesterday,  which  contained  the 
happy  certainty  of  Lucilla's  arrival;  but  the  re- 
cital of  her  adventures  is  deferred  till  we  meet, 
which  period  I  hope  is  not  far  distant,  as  I  long  to 
embrace  the  dear  girl,  and  learn  something  of  the 
author  of  her  disasters." 

Don  Lewis  now  hastily  withdrew,  and  left  our 
hero  to  the  indulgence  of  his  own  delightful  sen- 
sations, and  after  the  absence  of  nearly  half-an- 
hour  he  returned,  leading  by  the  hand  the  beau- 
tiftil  Leonora. 

"  I  have  absented  myself  with  the  intention  of 
preparing  my  Leonora  for  this  unexpected  and 
agreeable  interview,"  said  Don  Lewis.  "  This,  my 
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dear  Antonio,  must  be  my  apology  for  so  abruptly 
leaving  you  alone." 

Our  hero  would  not  suffer  Don  Lewis  to  pro- 
ceed, but  impatiently  clasping  the  fair  maid  to  his 
breast,  poured  out  his  transports  with  all  the 
warmth  of  unchanged  affection;  his  caresses  were 
received  with  that  modest  reserve  but  boundless 
pleasure  which  virtuous  love  and  unexpected  gra 
tification  inspire.  At  length  they  separated,  and 
Leonora,  with  moistened  cheek  and  ecstatic  ideas, 
retired  from  the  apartment,  when  Don  Lewis, 
after  a  pause,  reverted  to  the  subject  of  his  capti- 
vity in  England.  Our  hero  satisfied  his  curiosity, 
and  also  mentioned  the  design  upon  his  life,  which 
had  been  frustrated  by  the  timely  interference  of 
the  unfortunate  Franco.  Don  Lewis  was  amazed 
and  confounded,  but  imputed  the  attack  to  some 
Irish  assassin  attached  to  the  cause  of  Elizabeth 
rather  than  to  ])rivate  hatred.  Though  there  was 
reason  in  this  conclusion,  it  did  not  tend  to  re- 
move Antonio's  doubts;  for  his  susj^ieions  strongly 
pointed  towards  the  soldier,  whose  conduct  on 
board  his  ship  was  too  remarkable,  he  thought,  to 
be  the  effect  of  habit. 

The  impnsonment  of  Don  Gracia  was  the  next 
object  that  engaged  Antonio's  attention,  and  he 
H  2 
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inquired  of  Don   Lewis  concerning   his   misfor- 
tunes. 

"  Alas !"  replied  Don  Lewis,  '*  1  can  give  you 
no  flattering  account  of  the  affairs  of  the  Alva 
family.  Shortly  after  your  departure,  two  of  the 
guards  of  Don  Gracia  died  of  a  pestilential  dis- 
ease. Those  who  succeeded  were  not  proof 
against  a  bribe;  the  Duchess  of  Alva  privately 
presented  them  with  a  large  sum  of  money, 
and  the  escape  of  their  captive  was  the  conse- 
quence of  her  liberality.  The  king,  enraged 
at  having  his  authority  thus  publicly  contemned, 
summoned  the  duke  to  his  presence,  and  after  re- 
proaching him  for  the  intrigues  of  his  son,  and 
lastly,  for  the  affi'ont  put  upon  his  justice,  arrested 
the  unhappy  father,  and  consigned  him  to  the 
same  prison  which  had  been  the  abode  of  his 
child.*  Don  Gracia,  it  is  believed,  has  fled  to 
France,  there  to  wait  till  the  storm  is  blown  over ; 
but  he  has  contrived  to  secure  the  affections  of 
his  lovely  cousin,  the  sister  of  Don  Yico,  and  that 
young  lady  secretly  left  her  home  to  accompany 
her  lover.  The  duchess,  struck  to  the  heart  by 
these  accumidated  soitows,  fell  dangerously  ill, 

*  This  also  is  an  historical  fact.  The  Duke  of  Alva  was  con- 
signed to  the  same  prison  from  whence  his  son  had  found 
means  to  escape. 
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and  still  lies  in  a  very  precarious  stale.  The 
guards  escaped  the  vengeance  of  Philip  by  a 
timely  flight.  Don  Frederic  de  Toledo  is  now  the 
companion  of  his  mother's  solitary  hours,  and  has 
endeavoured  to  relieve  her  distress  by  frequently 
appealing  to  the  royal  clemency  in  behalf  of  his 
family;  but  the  long  services  and  loyalty  of  the 
father  are  not  admitted  as  an  equivalent  for  the 
disobedience  of  the  son,  and  the  afflicted  duke 
still  remains  a  captive  in  the  castle  of  Uzeda." 

It  is  impossible  to  conceive  an  idea  of  Antonio's 
concern  as  he  received  this  information :  but 
nothing  surprised  him  more  than  Philip's  treat- 
ment of  the  Duke  of  Alva,  whose  exertions  and 
zeal  for  his  interest  had  ever  been  indisputably 
superior  to  all  personal  considerations ;  his  talents 
and  his  services  for  a  long  series  of  years  had 
been  displayed  for  the  benefit  of  the  crown,  and 
his  promptitude  and  sagacity  in  times  of  danger 
had  served  to  render  him  one  of  the  ablest  generals 
in  the  list  of  warriors.  But  though  our  hero  thus 
weighed  the  virtues  of  the  duke  as  touching  his 
faithfidness  to  Philip,  yet  he  shrunk  from  the  idea 
of  sitting  in  judgment  on  the  actions  of  his  sove- 
reign, whom  he  still  believed  to  be  truly  wise,  and 
worthy  of  his  illustrious  throne. 

Our  hero  having  changed  his  dress,  without  fui*- 
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ther  delay  bent  his  steps  towards  the  palace  of 
Philip,  and  solicited  an  audience.  Tliis  request 
being  granted,  he  Avas  ushered  into  the  royal  pre- 
sence, and  after  some  preliminary  discourse  rela- 
tive to  the  expedition  into  Ireland,  gracefully  pre- 
sented the  packet  entrusted  to  his  care  by  the 
Queen  of  England.  The  king,  as  he  listened  to 
the  observations  of  Antonio,  vainly  attempted  to 
conceal  his  embarrassment  beneath  a  haughty 
smile  and  a  frowning  brow ;  one  moment,  he  fixed 
a  penetrating  glance  upon  our  hero — the  next,  as 
though  overwhelmed  with  the  force  of  some  in- 
ternal feeling,  he  averted  his  head,  and  appeared 
to  lose  his  firmness. 

"  I  do  not  understand  the  mysterious  behaviour 
of  this  intriguing  woman,"  exclaimed  Philip,  as 
he  resentfully  broke  the  seal  of  Elizabeth's  letter, 
"  but  she  and  her  crafty  ministers  are  mistaken  if 
they  suppose  that  my  subjects  are  to  be  murdered 
with  impunity." 

He  now  ran  his  eyes  in  silence  over  the  con- 
tents; a  look  of  distrust,  mixed  with  a  smile  of 
contempt,  confessed  his  enmity  and  disdain;  but 
we  here,  without  reserve,  lay  this  important  epistle 
before  our  readers. 
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ELIZABETH,  QUENE  OF  ENGLAND,  TO  PHILIP, 
KYNG  OF  SPAIN. 

"  Did  we  not  entertaine  the  higheste  esteeme  for 
your  majestie,  we  shoulde  not  in  these  dangerouse 
tymes  strengthene  your  majestie's  arraes  by  re- 
storinge  to  their  countrye,  and  fryndes  those  brave 
men  whome  the  chaunces  of  warfare  have  made 
our  captives. 

"  At  the  same  tyme  we  maye  justlye  complaine 
of  that  insydious  policye  wiche  hathe  lede  your 
majestie  to  invade  our  dominions  at  the  ver^'^  mo- 
mente  we  were  perfoiToinge  the  parte  of  a  goode 
frynde  and  faythfule  allye,  by  rejectinge  the 
sovereigntye  of  Holland,  and  Zealand,  and  by 
commanding  your  majestie's  undutyfule  subjects 
to  retume  to  their  allegyance.  However,  as  a 
profe  of  our  forgivenesse,  and  because  bothe  oiu* 
wordes  and  dides  shal  be  woithy  of  the  illus- 
tryouse  recordes  of  these  realmes,we  have  enclosede 
for  your  majestie's  acceptance  our  j^ictui-,  wiche 
thoughe  its  outwarde  beautye  maye  claime  pre- 
eminence, yet,  with  God's  grace,  it  bearithe  noe 
proportione  to  the  graut  mynde  of 

"  Elizabeth." 
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Philip  folded  up  the  letter  with  a  thoughtiul  air, 
and  then  taking  the  picture,  eyed  it  gravely  for 
some  moments. 

"  This  likeness,  some  years  ago,  -would  have 
been  deemed  a  valuable  gift,"  said  the  monarch, 
in  rather  an  inaudible  voice,  "  but  the  system  of 
things  is  changed.  We  are  now  not  ignorant  that 
dissimulation  and  perfidiousness  are  the  character- 
istics of  Elizabeth." 

Then  turning  towards  Antonio,  but  still  keeping 
his  eye  fixed  upon  the  portrait,  he  put  to  him 
several  questions  concerning  her  conversation  and 
apology. 

Our  hero  answered  candidly.  Philip  smiled 
contemptuously. 

"  I  can  but  admire  her  majesty's  professions  of 
friendship,"  he  returned,  "  w^hen  it  is  well  known 
she  has  notoriously  violated  her  w^ord;  and  by 
supplying  our  disaffected  and  heretical  people 
with  troops  and  money,  has  considerably  in- 
creased the  anarchy  and  confusion  that  unhap- 
pily prevail  in  the  Low  Countries.  However,  let 
her  majesty  forbear  to  make  encroachments  on 
our  2:)rerogative ,  and  cease  to  intermeddle  with 
the  council  of  the  States  of  Madrid,  and  her  feeble 
apology  shall  be  accepted,  and  her  kingdoms  and 
herself  rest  in  security;  but  should  she  again  pre- 
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sume,  on  plausible  pretexts,  to  intrude  her  autho- 
rity where  ours  alone  shoukl  be  distinguished,  the 
dissolution  of  the  treaty  shall  follow  immediately, 
and  the  flames  of  war  be  carried  into  the  very 
heart  of  her  dominions." 

The  dispassionate  manner  in  which  these  words 
were  spoken,  and  the  dignity  with  which  Philip 
received  the  justification  of  Elizabeth,  excited  the 
admiration  of  our  hero,  and  with  unmixed  plea- 
sure he  passed  an  inward  encomium  on  the  mag- 
nanimity of  his  sovereign. 

The  king  now  waved  his  hand  as  a  signal  for 
Antonio  to  withdraw,  which  he  accordingly  did, 
and  crossing  the  ante-chamber,  made  his  way  into 
the  gallery.  At  this  instant,  he  met  a  nobleman  of 
the  court,  of  whose  name  he  was  a  stranger,  who 
saluted  him  with  an  air  of  courtesy,  but  suddenly 
stopjjed  short,  and  threw  a  sort  of  feaifid  glance 
on  the  person  of  our  hero  ;  it  was  a  glance  that 
created  surprise  in  the  breast  of  him  to  whom  it 
was  directed,  and  he  involuntarily  shrunk  from  the 
broad  stare  and  subtle  features  of  the  unknown. 
This  circumstance  so  absorbed  his  attention, 
that  he  took  a  wrong  turning,  and  being  un- 
acquainted with  the  intricacies  of  the  palace,  he 
wandered  to  a  small  gallery  connected  with  the 
king's  private  apartments.  Completely  bewildered, 
h3 
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he  paused  to  consider,  and  beheld  on  the  opposite 
side  the  door  of  a  room  partly  open. 

"  You  have  deceived  me  more  than  once,  mar- 
quis," said  a  voice,  which  Antonio  knew  to  be  the 
king's,  "  and  all  your  boasted  zeal  and  services 
are  come  to  nought;  his  re-appearance,  however, 
is  an  augury  of  his  fate,  although  it  is  a  riddle  we 
cannot  expound." 

Some  answer  was  returned  to  this;  but  in  so 
low  a  tone  that  it  could  not  be  understood  by  our 
hero. 

"  Be  cautious  in  your  proceeding  ;  his  intrepid 
spiiit  is  not  easily  dismayed,"  replied  Philip.  "  Be- 
sides, if  you  are  too  confident,  this  well-conceited 
scheme,  as  you  term  it,  may  chance  to  fail,  like  all 
the  rest." 

"  If  it  does,  I'll  be  disgraced  for  ever,  and  style 
myself  a  traitor  to  your  majesty,"  was  the  answer ; 
but  by  whom  delivered  our  hero  could  not  guess, 
as  the  accents  were  unknown ;  and  being  now  too 
much  alarmed,  lest  he  should  be  discovered,  he 
hastily  passed  on,  and  with  much  difficulty  found 
his  way  into  the  court  of  the  palace,  and  thence 
into  the  street. 

As  he  approached  the  residence  of  Don  Lewis, 
he  observed  several  persons  standing  round  the 
door.    Surprised  at  such  an  unusual  circumstance, 
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he  made  inquiries  as  to  the  business,  and  Mas 
informed  that  Don  Lewis  had  had  a  fall  from  his 
horse,  and  was  just  conveyed  home. 

This  intelligence  gave  him  a  severe  pang.  He 
hurried  into  the  house,  and  foimd  the  account  but 
too  true  ;  Don  Lewis  was  lying  on  a  couch,  sense- 
less, and  Donna  Leonora,  with  looks  of  grief  and 
afiright,  was  stipporting  his  head,  while  a  surgeon 
stood  by,  ready  to  perform  the  operation  of 
bleeding. 

The  alarmed  Antonio  flew  to  render  assistance, 
and  a  vein  being  opened,  Don  Lewis  qiuckly  reco- 
vered his  recollection ;  but  though  no  symptoms 
of  danger  followed  the  accident,  yet  he  remained 
seriously  indisposed  for  several  days.  During  this 
period,  many  noblemen  either  \'isited  the  invalid 
or  made  inquiries  concerning  his  health;  among 
the  latter  was  the  Mai-quis  of  Siguenza,  and  in 
the  person  of  this  nobleman  Antonio  recognised 
the  stranger  whose  extraorcUnaiy  looks  in  the  gal- 
lery of  the  palace  had  excited  in  his  breast  no 
very  agreeable  sensations. 

The  marquis,  on  being  first  introduced  to  our 
hero  in  the  house  of  Don  Lewis,  betrayed  much 
confusion;  every  limb  appeared  to  shake ;  and  when 
he  spoke,  a  ghastly  expression  crossed  his  featmes ; 
the  tones  of  his  voice,  too,  were  somewhat  familiar 
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to  our  hero;  he  believed  the  accents  to  be  the 
same  as  had  reached  his  ears  from  the  king's  pri- 
vate apartment.  Antonio  was  not  in  the  habit  of 
imbibing  ideas  prejudicial  to  any  human  being, 
but  the  a^^pearance  and  manners  of  the  marquis 
were  extremely  revolting  to  his  feelings.  His  tall, 
gaunt  figure,  without  symmetry  or  grace,  united 
to  a  physiognomy  strikingly  expressive  of  hypo- 
crisy, ambition,  and  cruelty,  were  not  calculated 
to  engage  the  affections  or  raise  conjectures  in  his 
favour;  nor  was  his  elocution  more  pleasing;  for 
though  at  times  courtly  and  agreeable,  it  was  gene- 
rally incoherent,  feeble,  and  insincere.  Equally 
destitute  of  equitable  principles,  and  ennobled  by 
neither  virtue  nor  talents,  the  Marquis  of  Siguenza 
owed  his  popularity  and  the  homage  that  was  paid 
him  merely  to  the  splendour  of  his  rank  and  the 
peculiar  favour  of  his  sovereign,  who  had,  for  a 
number  of  years,  distinguished  him  from  his  com- 
petitors, and  gave  him  access  to  his  presence  at 
all  hours  of  the  day,  and  upon  every  occasion. 

No  sooner  was  Antonio  relieved  from  the  com- 
pany of  the  marquis,  than  he  brought  to  his  mind 
the  words  which  had  fallen  from  the  lips  of  that 
nobleman  and  the  king.  On  his  leaving  the  palace, 
he  was  too  much  confused  at  the  unaccountable 
mistake  he  had  made,  to  give  the  subject  a  thought; 
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but  the  visit  of  the  marquis,  and  the  impressions 
which  his  first  appearance  had  left  upon  his  mind, 
concurred  to  bring  it  afresh  to  his  recollection. 

"  His  re-appearance  is  an  augury  of  his  fate, 
although  it  is  a  riddle  I  cannot  expound,"  were  the 
words  of  Philip ;  and  our  hero,  as  he  mused  upon 
their  import,  was  struck  at  their  singularity,  and 
mysterious  allusions  to  some  unhappy  indi- 
vidual, who,  it  was  evident,  had  incurred  the  anger 
of  his  sovereign ;  but  why  the  affair  required  cau- 
tion and  secresy,  and  why  conducted  with  so  much 
privacy,  were  matters  too  obscure  to  be  comj^re- 
hended  by  one  who  was  himself  a  stranger  to  the 
influence  of  vice  and  private  hatred. 

As  soon  as  Don  Lewis  recovered  in  some  mea- 
sure from  the  effects  of  his  accident,  and  was  able 
to  bear  the  fatigue  of  conversation,  our  hero  re- 
lated to  him  the  words  he  had  heard  the  king  and 
the  marquis  utter.  Don  Lewis  started  and  turned 
pale,  but  he  checked  his  emotion,  and  merely 
faltered  out  some  remark  relative  to  their  ambi- 
guous tendency,  and  then  introduced  the  name  of 
Lucilla  and  her  generous  protector. 

"  It  was  my  intention,"  he  remarked,  "  to  have 
set  out  for  their  abode  immediately  after  you  had 
discharged  your  trust  to  your  sovereign  and  had 
received  your  dismission ;  but  as  my  health  is  at 
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present  but  indifferent,  I  am  under  the  necessity  of 
deferring  so  agreeable  a  visit  till  a  future  time  ; 
but  you,  my  dear  Antonio,  are  under  no  such  re- 
straints, and  you  have  now  a  good  opportunity  to 
proceed  thither  without  danger  of  discovery ;  no 
military  duties  engage  your  attention  at  this  mo- 
ment; the  Duke  of  Alva  is  a  captive,  and  Don 
Vico  is  absent  fi'om  home ;  there  is,  therefore,  no- 
thing to  oppose  your  departure.  I  know  you  are 
very  anxious  to  embrace  these  objects  of  your 
affection,  and  I  myself  shall  feel  no  inferior  plea- 
sure in  once  more  beholding  my  dearest  friend, 
and  congratulating  the  beautiful  Lucilla  on  her 
escape  from  the  vile  authors  of  her  late  misfortunes. 
I  regret  the  circumstance  of  your  having  to  travel 
so  far  alone,  but  it  is  better  to  put  up  with  a  tem- 
porary inconvenience  than  to  be  exposed  to  the 
idle  curiosity  and  surmises  of  a  domestic." 

Antonio  was  pleased  that  his  own  wishes  had 
been  anticipated  by  Don  Lewis,  but  expressed 
regret  for  the  loss  of  his  society,  and,  in  fact,  his 
words  coincided  with  his  internal  sentiments,  for 
independent  of  his  attachment  to  Leonora,  the 
virtues  of  Don  Lewis  commanded  his  utmost 
esteem  and  veneration.  It  must  be  acknowledged, 
however,  that  his  feelings  were  more  sensibly 
affected  at  the  idea  of  leaving  the  former  behind. 
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who,  he  expected,  would,  in  company  with  her 
father,  have  been  the  lovely  companion  of  his 
journey.  The  disappointment  he  felt  was  conspi- 
cuous in  his  looks,  and  in  the  half-uttered  sen- 
tences that  at  intervals  unconsciously  rose  to  his 
lips.  Don  Lewis  remarked  the  struggling  thoughts 
of  his  favourite,  and  beheld  with  admiration  the 
delicacy  of  that  passion  which  led  him  to  restrain 
the  ardour  of  his  feelings  under  such  circumstances ; 
he  therefore,  without  further  hesitation,  informed 
oiu"  hero  of  the  design  which  he  had  in  contem- 
plation for  his  future  happiness,  and  which  he 
should  lay,  he  said,  before  his  fi*iend  as  soon  as 
his  health  would  allow  of  his  travelling  to  that 
distant  part  of  Spain.  Our  hero  could  not  conceal 
his  raptures  and  his  gratitude ;  he  seized  the  hand 
of  Don  Lewis,  and  in  glowing  language  acknow- 
ledged the  transports  of  his  breast :  then  seeking 
Leonora,  he  explained  to  her  the  obligations  he 
was  under  to  her  father,  and  falling  at  her  feet, 
implored  her  to  sanction  the  promise  he  had 
made  him.  Leonora's  answer  was  a  rosy  blush, 
accompanied  by  a  look  of  undisguised  tenderness, 
which  at  once  removed  his  anxiety,  and  was  dearer 
to  his  heart  than  the  most  studied  eloquence. 

In  the  mutual  love  of  this  elegant  couple,  Don 
Lewis  saw  his  own  happiness  reflected;  and  as  he 
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contemplated  their  excessive  joy,  his  o\yn  feelings 
melted,  and  a  humid  drop  of  pleasure  bathed 
his  eve. 

The  moment  of  separation  came. 

"  Farewell,  my  Leonora,  my  adored,  destined 
bride,"  whispered  Antonio,  as  he  embraced  her 
fervently.    "  We  shall  soon  meet  again." 

As  the  words  fell  from  his  tongue,  a  new  and 
nameless  feeling  came  over  him — it  was  a  feeling 
that  chilled  his  blood,  that  caused  his  lips  to 
quiver,  and  his  cheeks  to  turn  j^ale ;  for  a  mo- 
ment it  unmanned  him;  it  seemed  like  a  visitation 
that  denounced  evil,  like  an  omen  of  future  woe  ; 
he  struggled  hard  to  shake  off  the  dismal  sensa- 
tion, when  it  suddenly  vanished  like  enchantment, 
and  his  heart  again  resumed  its  lightness,  and, 
after  another  farewell  and  tender  embrace,  he 
mounted  his  horse  and  pursued  his  journey. 
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CHAPTER  VII. 


Leaving  our  hero  to  his  own  reflections,  we  will 
now  return  to  that  period  when  Lucilla  was  forced 
from  the  carriage  of  Don  Lewis,  on  their  way  to 
Toledo.  Lucilla,  though  naturally  courageous 
and  high-spirited,  was  soon  exhausted  by  her 
vain  attempts  to  release  herself  from  the  iron 
grasp  of  him  who  held  her  person,  and  uttering 
a  deep  gi'oan,  her  speech  forsook  her,  and  she 
became  insensible.  The  men  made  no  remark, 
but  pressed  forward  without  relaxing  their  S2:)eed, 
till  they  came  to  the  extremity  of  the  wood  into 
which  they  had  plunged.  Here  a  carriage  was  in 
waiting,  into  which  Lucilla  was  placed  ;  two  armed 
men  followed,  and  took  a  seat  on  each  side  of 


162  THE    OATH   OF   ALLEGIANCE. 

their  fair  prisoner,  whilst  the  other  four,  together 
Avith  those  who  had  charge  of  the  carriage,  hastily 
threw  off  their  outward  garments,  and  arrayed 
themselves  in  others ;  each  man  then  mounted  a 
horse  which  stood  near,  ready  saddled,  and,  grasp- 
ing their  weapons,  a  signal  was  given,  and  the 
whole  set  off  at  a  rapid  pace.  Though  the  blinds 
of  the  vehicle  were  closed,  no  sort  of  caution 
seemed  to  be  observed,  for  after  half-an-hour's 
ride,  the  carriage  and  horsemen  struck  into  the 
main  road,  and  proceeded  without  interruption, 
those  on  horseback  sometimes  laughing  and  some- 
times talking  very  loudly. 

In  the  meantime,  Lucilla  recovered  from  her 
fainting;  but  terrified  at  her  situation,  she  gave  a 
violent  scream;  ther  two  men  who  guarded  her 
person  instantly  presented  their  daggers  to  her 
view,  and  by  their  gestures  menaced  her  de- 
struction. This  sight,  so  dreadfid  to  her  feelings, 
shook  her  frame  with  horror,  and  she  again  lost 
her  senses ;  one  of  the  men  present,  as  he  gazed 
upon  her  death-like  countenance,  seemed  to  be 
rather  agitated ;  but  whatever  might  be  his 
thoughts  or  sensations,  he  made  no  attempt  either 
to  recover  her  or  break  silence. 

A  pitchy  darkness  veiled  the  face  of  nature ; 
neither  moon  nor  star  could  be  seen,  when  the 
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carriage  and  its  attendants  dashed  up  a  steep  hill 
and  halted  before  the  flinty  walls  of  a  convent. 
One  of  the  party  dismounted  and  rung  a  bell, 
and  during  the  interval  that  followed  its  being 
answered,  one  of  those  inside  the  carriage  hastily 
descended,  and  addressed  himself  in  a  low  voice 
to  the  horsemen,  who,  quickly  clapping  spurs  to 
their  beasts,  galloped  off,  and  the  noise  of  their 
departure  was  soon  lost  in  the  distance.  Scarcely 
were  they  gone  ere  the  porter  of  the  convent 
appeared  at  the  gate,  and  demanded  their  busi- 
ness ;  the  stranger  made  no  reply,  but  gave  three 
distinct  knocks ;  the  gate  was  immediately  tlu'own 
open,  and  he  passed  through  the  entrance. 

Lucilla  had  a  second  time  recovered  from  her 
insensibility;  fright,  however,  and  surprise  now 
kept  her  silent,  and  had  it  not  been  so,  she  was 
by  this  time  too  well  aware  that  to  remonstrate 
was  fruitless,  and  to  attempt  resistance  dangerous. 
The  one  left  to  guard  her  person  was  as  mute  as 
herself,  and  gave  no  symptoms  that  he  was  a 
living  being,  except  by  his  low  breathings.  After 
a  full  hour's  absence,  the  stranger  retiu'ned,  and 
belie^ing  from  his  lengthened  stay  that  here  was 
the  end  of  their  journey,  she  sighed  deeply  and 
resigned  herself  to  her  fate ;  but  in  this  idea  she 
was  mistaken;   he  again  seated  himself  in  the 
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carriage,  and  they  continued  their  progress  with 
the  same  speed  as  before.  What  can  this  mean  ? 
thought  she :  the  question,  though  put  to  herself, 
added  to  her  surprise  and  horror,  as  it  gave  rise 
to  a  thousand  more  equally  difficult  to  be  solved. 

At  length  the  yehicle  drove  into  a  court-yard, 
and  stopped  at  the  door  of  an  ancient  edifice ;  an 
aged  attendant  with  a  flambeau  in  his  hand  stood 
on  the  steps,  as  though  he  had  been  apprised  of 
their  approach;  he  advanced  with  an  air  of  re- 
spect, and  opened  the  carriage  door ;  the  stranger, 
who  appeared  to  be  the  principal,  alighted  first, 
and  presented  his  hand  to  Lucilla ;  she  haughtily 
rejected  his  aid,  and  reaching  the  gi'ound  without 
assistance,  she  silently  followed  her  conductor ; 
they  entered  a  spacious  saloon,  splendidly  fur- 
nished; a  single  taper  was  burning  on  a  side- 
board; this  the  stranger  seized,  and  made  to- 
wards a  costly  marble  staircase.  Lucilla  hesitated  ; 
he  turned  about  with  a  menacing  air. 

"  I  am  no  longer  to  be  intimidated  by  threaten- 
ing gestures,"  she  exclaimed,  sternly.  "  If  I  follow 
you,  it  will  not  be  from  an  impulse  of  fear,  but 
simply  fi'om  the  conviction  that  it  will  be  folly  in 
this  instance  to  refuse  compliance." 

No  reply  was  made  to  these  words,  and  tliey 
ascended  the  stairs  together.    A  long  gallery  pre- 
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sented  itself,  and  at  tlie  upper  end  of  this  was  a 
handsome  apartment,  into  which  Lucilhx  was 
shown.  The  stranger  placed  the  light  upon  a 
table,  and  pointing  to  a  door  in  the  same  room, 
withdrew,  locking  and  bolting  her  in. 

Her  fortitude  now  forsook  her ;  she  sunk  upon 
a  seat,  and  a  timely  flood  of  tears  relieved  her 
oppressed  feelings ;  in  a  few  minutes  she  re- 
covered so  far  as  to  be  able  to  take  a  survey  of 
her  room  ;  its  surprising  elegance  struck  her  with 
dismay;  for  the  first  time  a  horrid  suspicion 
crossed  her  mind;  she  stood  speechless,  and 
stared  wildly  round  her.  Checking  her  emotions, 
she  opened  the  door  towards  which  the  stranger 
liad  pointed;  it  proved  to  be  a  bed-chamber,  as 
two  couches,  partly  concealed  beneath  rich  cano- 
pies, met  her  view.  ^Nlore  and  more  surj^rised, 
she  again  seated  herself,  and  meditated  in  mute 
agony  on  this  strange  affair.  In  about  half-an- 
hour,  she  heard  footsteps ;  a  key  slowly  turned  in 
the  lock  of  her  door,  the  bolts  were  removed,  and 
a  female,  apparently  far  beyond  the  middle  age, 
entered,  bearing  in  her  hands  a  salver  covered 
with  refi'eshments.  After  spreading  them  upon  a 
table,  she  took  a  seat  by  the  side  of  Lucilla,  and 
taking  her  hand  with  a  respectful  air,  thus  ad- 
dressed her: — 
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"  My  dear  young  lady,  I  am  desired  to  say  that 
you  may  now  dismiss  all  apprehensions  of  harsh 
treatment,  and  that  you  are  not  brought  hither 
for  any  bad  purpose,  but  for  one  that  will  ulti- 
mately be  a  source  of  happiness  to  yourself  and 
friends.  I  am  not  at  liberty  to  enter  upon  an 
explanation  of  my  words  ;  I  can  only  say  you  will 
shortly  be  put  in  possession  of  the  secret ;  in  the 
meantime,  I  will  do  my  best  to  promote  your 
comfort,  and  grant  everything  to  yoiu*  wishes  save 
liberty ;  of  this  you  must  be  deprived  for  the  pre- 
sent, and  be  content  with  taking,  at  proper  inter- 
vals, a  little  exercise  in  the  adjoining  galleries. 
I  am,  as  one  may  say,  but  a  housekeeper  here ; 
but  I  have  known  better  days,  and  was  once  ac- 
customed to  the  best  society,  but  misfortunes  pur- 
sued me,  (here  she  sighed  deeply,)  and  I  was 
glad  to  accept  of  a  situation  that  promised  me,  at 
all  events,  a  peaceful  asylum.  No  one  will  in- 
trude into  your  apartments  except  myself,  and  I 
am  under  the  necessit}'  of  being  your  constant 
companion  till  this  affair  is  settled.  However,  I 
am  naturally  of  a  lively  temper,  and  have  been 
well  educated;  I  therefore  shall  not  disgust  your 
delicacy  by  iiide  or  indecorous  remarks.  I  am 
waxing  old,  certainly,  and  have  lost  the  peifec- 
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tions  of  youth;  but  yoiu'  sweetness  will  excuse 
defects,  the  natural  consequence  of  advancing 
life.  Suffer  me  now  to  remove  your  veil,  that  you 
may  take  refreshment;  for  if  I  judge  rightly, 
your  fi-ame  is  exhausted,  and  you  are  faint,  for 
the  want  of  nourishment." 

Lucilla  was  astonished  at  this  harangue,  and 
expressed  her  indignation  at  the  unwan-antable 
means  which  had  been  used  to  deprive  her  of  her 
liberty  and  her  friends.  Her  companion  started 
as  she  spoke,  and  she  appeared  for  some  minutes 
imable  to  reply.  Her  obvious  disorder  did  not 
pass  unnoticed  by  Lucilla,  and  she  blamed  her- 
self for  answering  with  so  much  severity,  par- 
ticidarly  as  she  could  not  but  feel  gi-atefid  fur 
her  proffered  kindness ;  as  she  was  gi-owing  ex- 
ceedingly faint,  she  moderated  her  grief,  and 
taking  off  her  veil,  which  had  hitherto  concealed 
her  face,  she  advanced  towards  the  table  to  par- 
take of  the  repast  which  had  been  set  before  her. 
A  loud  shriek  from  her  attendant  alarmed  her 
sensibility. 

"  Heavens !"  she  exclaimed,  "  what  gives  rise 
to  your  extraordinarv'  emotion  ?" 

"  Oh,  God !  oh,  God !"  screamed  the  woman, 
with  a  distracted  air,  and  recoiling,  "  do  I  behold 
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an  apparition  ? — what  dreadful  vision  is  it  that 
crosses  my  view  ?  Oh,  Lord !  I  shall  expire  Tvith 
affright." 

Here  she  sank  into  a  chair,  and  fixed  a  ghastly 
look  on  the  countenance  of  Lucilla,  whose  tender 
heart  was  touched,  as  she  witnessed  the  agony 
that  writhed  her  form,  and  in  a  soothing  tone  she 
begged  her  to  calm  her  agitation.  The  woman 
made  no  reply,  but  continued  to  shake  with  a 
violence  that  seemed  to  threaten  the  total  ex- 
tinction of  life.  At  length  she  burst  into  a  flood  of 
tears,  and  clasping  her  hands,  she  exclaimed,  con- 
vulsively— 

"  For  the  love  of  Mary,  Donna,  tell  me  your 
name,  and  excuse  the  wildness  of  my  sorrow,  for 
surely  never  was  there  such  a  likeness.  Alas! 
alas  !  I  cannot  look  upon  your  features  without 
terror." 

"  I  am  an  orphan,  and  am  called  Donna  Lu- 
cilla," said  our  heroine,  in  answer  to  her  ques- 
tion. 

''  Allow  me  to  ask  one  question  more,"  said  the 
woman.  ^'  Tell  me,  I  beseech  you,  the  name  of 
your  mother.  Believe  me.  Donna,  it  is  no  idle 
curiosity  that  prompts  the  inquiry,  but  an  anxious 
desire  to  elucidate  the  mystery  of  that  resem- 
blance which  you  so  strikingly  bear  to  a  beautiful 
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deceased  lady,  -whom  severe  misfortunes  precipi- 
tated to  the  gi-ave." 

Lucilla  hesitated.  She  had  never  heard  her 
mother's  name,  and  not  wishing  to  acknowledge 
this,  to  evade  an  answer,  she  drew  forth  the  pic- 
ture given  to  her  by  the  duke,  and  which  she  had, 
up  to  the  present  moment,  worn  round  her  neck. 

"  This,"  she  exclaimed,  pointing  to  the  por- 
trait, "  is  the  likeness  of  my  mother." 

Her  companion  fastened  her  eyes  upon  it,  and 
instantly  sunk  fainting  to  the  floor.  Lucilla  was 
equally  interested  and  distressed.  She  took  some 
water  that  stood  in  a  jug  on  the  sideboard,  and 
sprinkling  some  on  her  face,  spoke  to  her  in 
cheering  accents ;  this  had  the  desired  effect ;  she 
recovered,  and,  with  the  assistance  of  our  heroine, 
rose,  and  re-seated  herself  in  her  chair. 

Lucilla,  whose  curiosity  was  sti'ongly  excited, 
seeing  the  woman  was  become  more  calm,  begged 
her  to  explain  the  reasons  of  her  wild  agitation. 
The  woman,  laying  her  cold  and  trembling  hand 
upon  Lucilla's  arm,  exclaimed — 

"  Alas  !  I  am  grieved,  my  dear  young  lady,  to 
say  that  I  dare  not  let  the  dreadful  secret  j^ass  my 
lips.  I  feel  for  yoiu*  disappointment,  but  I  know 
you  will  excuse  it,  when  I  tell  you  that  my  life  is 
safe  no  longer  than  I  keep  it  buried  in  my  own 

VOL.  II.  I 
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breast.  One  assurance,  however,  I  will  give  you — 
namely,  that  during  your  stay  here,  I  will  watch 
over  your  safety  with  a  mother's  care ;  and  though 
I  cannot  at  present  aid  your  escape  from  this 
place,  yet  I  will,  at  the  hazard  of  all  I  enjoy, 
protect  you  from  outrage,  if  any  be  intended 
towards  you." 

Lucilla,  though  sensibly  disappointed  in  her 
expectations,  was  too  feeling  and  generous  to 
press  her  wishes  further;  and  the  idea  that  she 
had  gained  a  fiiend  where  she  expected  a  foe, 
was  a  circumstance  too  soothing  to  her  mind  not 
to  reconcile  her  in  part  to  the  failure  of  her 
hopes. 

After  a  few  hours,  the  woman  appeared  to  re- 
cover her  wonted  composure,  but  she  often  sighed 
deeply,  and  evidently  struggled  against  some 
bitter  recollections ;  yet  these  inward  regrets  did 
not  prevent  her  from  paying  every  attention  to 
the  comfort  of  her  fair  prisoner ;  she  brought  her 
books,  implements  for  drawing,  music,  and  every- 
thing that  was  likely  to  amuse  and  divert  her 
mind.  Her  walks,  however,  were  extremely  limited; 
her  attendant  not  daring,  in  this  respect,  to  in- 
fiinge  the  commands  she  had  received.  She  slept 
in  the  same  room  with  Lucilla,  and  seldom  left 
her  society,  only  at  such  periods  when  a  knock  at 
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the  door  summoned  her  to  attend  her  lord,  and 
then  she  was  necessitated  to  draw  the  boUs, 
although  she  did  this  part  of  her  duty  with  gi*eat 
reluctance. 

In  this  manner  four  days  passed  away,  when 
the  woman  put  into  her  hands  a  letter,  which  she 
said  her  lord  had  given  her,  with  a  command  to 
present  it  to  her  captive  for  perusal;  but  that, 
after  reading  it,  it  was  to  be  returned  to  him,  with 
her  answer  annexed.  Lucilla  hastily  examined  the 
contents,  which  were  in  the  following  language  : — 

"  DoxNA  Lucilla, — In  compliment  to  your  sex 
and  rank,  I  have  allowed  you  four  days  to  recover 
from  your  pei-plexity  and  terror ;  you  therefore 
must  now  decide  your  own  destiny,  whilst  I  lay 
before  you  the  alternative: — You  have  a  powerful 
and  implacable  foe,  who,  to  speak  candidly, 
seeks  your  destiiiction,  and  you  have  no  means  of 
avoiding  the  effects  of  his  secret  malevolence  but 
by  either  becoming  my  wife  or  taking  the  veil. 
I  am  a  nobleman  of  vast  possessions,  and  love 
your  beauty  and  virtues  to  excess  ;  but  you  must, 
for  cogent  reasons,  remain  in  ignorance  of  my  real 
name  till  you  appear  at  the  altar  as  my  bride. 
Time  presses,  and  your  immediate  answer  is  im- 
patiently waited  for — by  Alfonso." 
I  2 
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Lucilla,  as  wc  observed  before,  was  of  a  very 
haughty  disposition;  she  likewise  possessed  a 
firmness  of  mind  and  a  clearness  of  conception 
that  equally  directed  and  matured  her  judgment ; 
the  mj'sterious  and  arbitrary  words  of  him  who 
had  insolently  torn  her  from  the  protection  of  her 
friends,  she  was  in  no  humour  to  brook,  and  she 
wrote  at  the  bottom  of  his  own  billet  this  concise 
reply:— 

"The  heart  of  Donna  Lucilla  is  already  en- 
gaged, and  its  affections  bestowed  on  an  amiable 
being,  who  will  possess  them  to  the  end  of  her 
days.  This  acknowledgment  to  a  man  of  honour 
is  sufficient." 

Scarcely  had  this  answer  been  despatched  ere 
another  note  was  put  into  her  hands ;  it  was  to 
this  effect : — 

"  The  indulgence  of  three  days  is  allowed 
Donna  Lucilla,  that  she  may  calmly  consider  of 
the  proposals  offered  to  her  acceptance ;  at  the 
same  time,  the  writer  begs  her  to  weigh  the  con- 
sequence of  refusal,  and  to  remember  that  pro- 
traction only  increases  her  danger. 

"  Alfonso." 
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Lucilla  did  not  deem  it  necessary  to  reply  to 
this  billet,  and  it  was,  like  the  former,  returned  to 
the  writer,  whose  desire  in  this  respect  struck  her 
as  something  singular,  and  she  applied  to  her 
attendant  for  an  explanation.  The  woman  pro- 
fessed ignorance,  adding — 

"  My  lord  has  made  no  particular  confidante  of 
me  in  this  affair ;  he  merely  directed  me,  a  short 
time  ago,  to  j^repare  the  house  for  his  reception, 
and  for  that  of  a  young  lady  who  would  be  the 
companion  of  his  journey.  This  order  came  in  a 
note,  and  I  was  rather  surprised  that  no  particular 
mention  was  made  of  the  day  or  hour  when  I  might 
expect  his  arrival.  However,  I  performed  my  duty 
with  all  the  expedition  possible,  and  the  two  old 
servants  and  myself,  who  are  left  in  charge  of  the 
mansion,  kept  a  keen  look-out ;  and  as  he  often 
travels  in  the  night,  we  thought  probably  he  might 
reach  this  place  whilst  we  were  fast  asleep — for 
this  reason,  my  two  companions  took  it  by  turns 
to  sit  up  ;  this  accounts  for  his  ready  appearance 
at  the  time  you  anived.  I  heard  the  sound  of  the 
can-iage-wheels,  and  hastily  dressed  myself;  but  by 
the  time  I  had  gained  the  hall,  my  lord  had  shown 
you  to  an  apartment." 

"  Your  lord  !"  repeated  Lucilla.  "  Was  that 
masked  figure  your  lord  r" 
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"  Even  so,  my  dear  Donna,"  replied  her  com- 
panion, "  though  I  own  I  was  somewhat  amazed 
to  see  him  so  disguised,  and  still  more  so  at  ob- 
serving that  he  came  hither  with  only  one  attendant, 
for  we  expected  nothing  less  than  a  gay  retinue  of 
domestics,  concluding  you  to  be  my  lord's  bride. 
When  my  lord  told  me  that  you  were  to  remain  a 
prisoner  during  his  pleasure,  I  was  greatly  con- 
cerned.   He  saw  the  change  in  my  countenance, 
and  immediately  satisfied  me  that  no  injury  was 
intended,  but  far  otherwise,  for  that  the  steps  he 
had  taken  had  saved  you  from   present   danger 
and  likewise  from  future,  provided  you  agreed  to 
the  proposals  which  he  intended  to  make  you. 
He  then  enjoined  me  to  answ^er  none  of  your  in- 
terrogations,  and  to  keep  his  name  and  title  a 
profound  secret.     Though  my  lord  said  this  and 
much  more,  I  could  not  comprehend  his  views, 
nor  understand  the  cause  of  so  much  concealment. 
It  was  not,  however,  my  province  to  inquire  into 
his  motives  ;  and  I  promised  all  he  desired  me  to 
perform.     An  old  woman,  from  a  neighbouring- 
village,  cooks,  and  cleans  the  ai3artments  that  are 
now  occupied,  except  those  w'hich  are  styled  your 
own.     I  am  pleased  that  my  lord's  intentions  are 
honourable;  nevertheless,  I  would  not  advise  on  a 
question  that  your  own  inclinations  must  settle.  I 
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can  only  say  he  is  rich,  powerful,  and  handsome, 
though  not  so  young  a  man  as  one  of  your  age 
might  be  expected  to  prefer." 

This  latter  information  did  not  surprise  our 
heroine,  as  she  had  seen  enough  of  his  form  to 
convince  her  that  he  was  neither  sprightly,  gi'ace- 
ful,  nor  youthful ;  his  actions  and  his  words  were 
equally  dark  and  mysterious.  She  knew  that  her 
biiih  was  involved  in  obscurity,  and  that  Father 
Austin  pursued  a  mode  of  conduct  towards  herself 
and  Antonio  that  seemed  to  intimate  some  con- 
cealed danger ;  but  supposing  such  to  be  the 
case,  and  that  these  things  had  come  to  the  know- 
ledge of  this  stranger,  in  what  way  could  he  be 
interested  or  concerned  in  the  affair  ?  and  how 
could  her  mamage  with  him  secure  her  safety  r  or, 
in  case  of  refusal,  what  right  had  he  to  force  her 
to  take  the  veil?  These,  and  such  like  thoughts, 
crossed  the  mind  of  Lucilla ;  her  anxiety  and  me- 
lancholy emotions  brought  on  a  slow  fever,  and 
the  next  morning  she  was  unable  to  leave  her 
couch.  Her  illness  continued  for  several  days,  and 
during  this  period,  at  the  entreaties  of  her  atten- 
dant, the  stranger  forbore  to  press  his  suit.  As 
soon  as  she  recovered,  another  billet  was  presented 
for  her  perusal;  while  she  was  yet  reading,  her 
countenance  exhibiting  marks  of  the  wildest  dis- 
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tress,  a  sudden  uproar  was  indistinctly  heard; 
voices  and  liasty  footsteps  sounded  through  the 
spacious  apartments,  and  the  next  minute  a  loud 
knock  called  her  companion  a^vay. 

Lucilla  had  plenty  of  time  to  reflect  upon  this 
circumstance,  as  more  than  three  hours  elapsed 
ere  the  woman  returned. 

"  I  am  the  messenger  of  suqDiising  news,"  she 
exclaimed,  entering  the  apartment.  "  King  Philip 
is  come  to  pay  my  lord  a  visit ;  and  on  my  going 
down,  I  was  ordered  to  prepare  refreshments  for 
his  majesty  without  delay.  My  lord  looked  so 
frightened  and  amazed  that  he  could  scarcely 
falter  out  his  commands;  but  I  must  once  more 
be  gone,  my  dear  young  lady,  for  I  have  not  a 
single  moment  to  lose." 

Lucilla,  as  her  attendant  was  speaking,  cast  a 
wistful  glance  towards  the  door  of  her  room,  which 
now  stood  open,  and  instigated  by  a  sudden  im- 
pulse, darted  into  the  gallery,  and  presently  over- 
took the  king,  who  was  walking  with  a  single 
courtier,  with  whom  he  was  engaged  in  close  con- 
versation. Joy,  and  a  thousand  other  emotions 
overpowered  her,  and  she  fainted  at  Philip's  feet. 
Her  attendant,  almost  bereft  of  reason  at  the 
flight  of  her  prisoner,  knowing  the  consequence  to 
herself,  followed  as  fast  as  her  trembling  limbs 
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Avould  allow,  and  came  in  sight  of  the  king  just  as 
her  lord  was  raising  the  senseless  foiTQ  of  Lucilla. 
The  instant  her  eyes  fell  upon  Philip,  she  shrieked 
out — 

"Oh,  God!  Don  Pedro  Montilla  !  Don  Pedro 
Montilla  !"  and  with  a  terrified  and  hon'or-struck 
air,  she  attempted  to  fly,  but  sunk  to  the  earth, 
unable  to  bear  her  own  weight.  The  king,  at  the 
name  of  Don  Pecbo  Montilla,  which  distinctly 
stnick  his  ear,  uttered  a  hasty  and  inarticulate 
exclamation,  and  bending  his  fierce  glances  on  the 
old  woman,  stood  for  a  moment  wrapped  in  breath- 
less amazement.  At  length,  like  a  clap  of  thunder, 
his  voice  echoed  along  the  galleries — "  Ho,  there  I 
take  this  wretch,  this  old  bedlamite,  to  the  Inqui- 
sition," he  exclaimed ;  "  throw  her  into  one  of  its 
deepest  dungeons,  and  the  rack  shall  expiate  her 
crimes,  and  satiate  my  vengeance." 

A  crowd  of  coiutiers  rushed  to  the  spot ;  the 
woman  was  immediately  seized ;  she  struggled, 
and  uttered  loud  cries. 

"Mercy  !  mercy  !  I  will  confess  I  I  will  confess ! 
Donna  Victoria — " 

"Hence  with  her  I"  shouted  the  king,  in  a  dread- 
ful voice;  and  the  shrieking  unfortunate  was  borne 
away  to  the  horrid  place  of  her  puni.^hment. 

In  the  meantime,  the  stranger  had  s^nftly  cou* 
I  3 
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veyed  our  heroine  back  to  her  own  apartments, 
and  laying  her  on  a  couch,  stood  till  he  saw  her 
give  some  signs  of  life,  and  then  abruptly  retired, 
locking  and  bolting  the  door  after  him.  He  re- 
turned to  the  king  with  an  embarrassed  air, 
and  ventured  to  express  his  surprise  at  the  sen- 
tence which  had  been  pronounced  against  his 
apparently  unoffending  female  domestic. 

"  Let  those  who  betray  their  sovereign  beware 
that  a  similar  fate  does  not  await  them,"  replied 
the  king,  sharply.  None  understood  the  meaning 
couched  beneath  these  words,  save  he  to  whom 
they  were  addressed. 

Most  of  the  noblemen  now  dispersed ;  but  all 
secretly  indulged  their  own  conjectures  concerning 
their  monarch's  conduct,  which  appeared  to  them 
most  severe,  extraordinary,  and  ambiguous.  How 
so  humble  an  individual  as  the  woman  whom  he 
had  arrested  could  have  excited  his  displeasure, 
and  roused  his  vengeance,  was  a  matter  that 
puzzled  their  conception.  But  Philjp  was  a  prince 
as  resolute  as  inexorable,  and  regarded  neither 
the  looks  nor  thoughts  of  those  around  him;  it  was 
sufficient  that  he  was  displeased,  and  he  did  not 
suppose  that  any  would  presume  to  censure  his 
proceedings,  however  doubtful  or  despotic.  Yet 
this  affair  shortened  his  visit  considerably,  and  he 
soon  gave  the  signal  for  departure. 
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Lucilla,  on  recoYering  from  her  swoon,  was 
astonished  and  confounded  at  perceiving  she  was 
still  a  prisoner,  and  she  had  little  doubt  but  her 
persecutor  had  taken  advantage  of  her  insensibility 
to  impose  some  artful  tale  on  the  ear  of  his  sove- 
reign, of  whose  impartial  justice  and  god-like  ex- 
cellence she  had  not  the  smallest  distrust.  Hour 
after  hour  rolled  away  in  wild  agitation  and  hope- 
less despondency;  her  late  disappomtment  served 
to  increase  her  misery,  and  she  continued  to 
lament  the  cause  which  had  so  unfortunately  de- 
prived her  of  the  opportiuiity  of  regaining  her 
liberty,  till  darkness  began  to  shroud  every  object 
in  obscurity ;  when  the  long  absence  of  her  atten- 
dant suspended  her  sorrows,  and  she  mused  with 
some  pei*plexity  on  a  circumstance  not  easily 
accounted  for.  From  the  deep  silence  that  pre- 
vailed, and  the  lateness  of  the  hour,  she  concluded 
that  the  inmates  of  the  mansion  had  retued  to 
rest.  She  had  no  means  of  lighting  her  taper,  or  of 
securing  herself  against  intruders.  Overwhelmed 
with  fears,  she  diu:st  not  approach  her  couch  to 
taste  repose,  although  to  her  present  exhausted 
state  it  would  have  been  a  luxury.  To  shut  out 
objects  replete  with  hon-or,  she  tiumed  her  thoughts 
to  those  beings  who  lived  in  her  memory,  and  pos- 
sessed her  warmest  affections ;  for  them  and  for 
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herself  she  offered  up  her  prayers  to  the  great 
Author  of  her  existence  ;  she  implored  his  merci- 
ful protection,  and  begged  for  that  pious  resigna- 
tion that  would  enable  her  to  place  confidence  in 
his  infinite  goodness.  Whilst  thus  engaged,  the 
door  of  her  room  was  thrown  open,  and  one  of 
the  masked  figures  who  had  brought  her  thither, 
holding  in  one  hand  a  lamp,  stood  before  her. 

"  Follow  me,  and  resist  not,  at  the  peril  of  your 
life !"  he  exclaimed,  as  he  presented  a  long  cloak 
to  her  acceptance,  but  which  she  refused  to  take; 
he  therefore  threw  it  over  her  2:)erson  himself,  de- 
siring her  to  retain  it.  As  he  did  this,  she  observed 
a  poniard  sticking  in  his  belt — this  sight  made 
her  shudder,  and  with  trembling  steps  she  accom- 
panied the  disguised  wretch.  They  entered  the 
same  gallery  as  before,  descended  the  marble  stair- 
case, and  crossing  the  grand  saloon,  amved  at  a 
pair  of  folding  doors  that  02)ened  upon  the  court; 
here  a  carriage  stood  waiting;  she  was  assisted  in 
by  her  conductor,  who,  closing  the  door,  took  his 
station  as  postillion,  and  they  set  forward  with 
the  greatest  speed. 

The  curtains  of  the  vehicle  were  closely  drawn, 
but  the  convulsive  breathings  of  some  person  near 
her  convinced  her  she  was  not  alone.  This  know- 
ledge alarmed  her  feelings;  but  knowing  how  use- 
less it  would  be  to  interrogate  such  mysterious 
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and  detennincd  invaders  of  her  i)eace,  she  leaned 
back  on  her  seat,  and  silently  yielded  to  the  many 
reflections  that  naturally  obtnided  themselves  into 
her  mind  at  a  moment  so  trying  to  her  fortitude. 
Ere  the  moniing  began  to  dawn,  tlie  caniage 
stopped  at  the  gates  of  the  same  convent  as  when 
on  their  fonner  journey.  The  caniage  door  was 
now  opened,  and  her  companion,  who  had  not 
spoken  a  word  during  the  whole  time,  got  out  and 
rung  the  bell ;  and  on  the  2:)orter's  approach,  he 
gave,  as  before,  three  raps.  This  signal  seemed  to 
be  perfectly  understood  between  the  parties,  for 
the  heavy  gate  was  thrown  back  upon  its  hinges, 
and  the  stranger  gained  admittance.  Whilst  he 
was  absent,  however,  he  who  acted  as  postillion 
guarded  her  person,  and  at  his  return  again  re- 
mounted his  horse.  Two  nuns,  closely  veiled, 
bearing  a  dim  taper,  now  made  their  appearance, 
and  the  stranger,  advancing  up  to  the  carriage, 
made  motions  for  our  heroine  to  leave  it.  Lucilla 
trembled  excessively,  and  made  an  attempt  to  do 
so,  but  would  have  fallen,  had  not  the  timely  aid  of 
the  stranger  supported  her.  He  then  put  into  her 
hands  a  letter,  which  she  did  not  hesitate  to  re- 
ceive, thinking  it  might  contain  some  explanations 
relative  to  her  present  situation;  but  with  an  air 
of  dignity  she  demanded  to  know  by  whose 
authority  she   was  thus  forced  into  an   asylum 
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>Yhicli,  however  sacred,  was  no  w^ays  congenial 
to  her  feelings.  The  stranger  made  no  other  an- 
swer to  this  inquiry  than  a  shake  of  his  head  and 
a  deep  sigh,  so  loud,  that  it  arrested  her  attention, 
and  she  again  put  the  same  question,  but  with 
no  better  success. 

"  I  perceive,"  she  exclaimed,  "  that  I  have  no- 
thing to  expect  from  those  whose  proceedings 
reveal  then*  baseness:  but  I  wish  it  to  be  under- 
stood, before  I  pass  these  gates,  that  I  have  been 
torn  from  the  protection  of  my  beloved  friends, 
and  that  I  am  brought  hither  entkely  against  my 
inclinations ;  as  such,  no  combinations,  however 
powerful,  no  punishment  or  insult,  however  great, 
shall  oblige  me  to  resign  my  youthful  hopes  and 
take  the  veil." 

"  We  must  be  resigned,  child,  to  the  will  of 
Heaven,"  said  one  of  the  nuns,  feiTently  crossing 
herself. 

"  Heaven,  woman!"  repeated  the  indignant  and 
haughty  Lucilla,  "  accepts  not  the  heart  familiar 
with  fraud  and  injustice;  it  sometimes  suffers  the 
wicked  to  triumph  and  to  scourge  the  virtuous,  but 
all  its  attributes  are  pure  and  holy,  and  its  love 
boundless,  and  in  the  magnitude  of  its  greatness 
there  is  no  blemish;  to  its  divine  protection  I 
commit  myself,  and  through  the  gracious  influence 
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of  my  Redeemer  I  hope  to  escape  the  snares 
that  are  laid  for  my  soul's  peace.  Many  use  reli- 
gion as  a  cloak  to  cover  then-  sins,  and  in  the  name 
of  Heaven  commit  crimes  which  its  matchless  per- 
fection abhors.  Nor  will  the  immaculate  and 
holy  Virgin  be  pleased  with  those  who,  to  excuse 
theu*  own  failings,  invoke  her  name  as  a  sanction, 
and  tinge  her  resplendent  features  with  the  hue  of 
then-  own  transgi*essions."' 

Lucilla  now  calmly  followed  the  nuns,  who 
regarded  her  words  as  little  less  than  impiety,  and 
was  conducted  by  them  into  a  small  parlour, 
where  refreshments  were  set  before  her ;  but  being 
harassed  in  body  and  mind,  and  sick  for  the  want 
of  repose,  she  coldly  declined  their  offer,  and  re- 
quested to  be  shown  to  her  sleeping-room.  The 
nuns  took  up  the  light  for  that  pm-pose.  The  trio 
passed  through  the  refectoiy,  and  entering  a  hall 
entirely  paved  with  black  marble,  which  had,  in 
Lucilla's  opinion,  a  most  dismal  appearance,  they 
ascended  a  long  winding  staircase,  and  presently 
came  in  view  of  the  different  cells  appropriated 
to  those  who  were  intended  for  the  veil. 

Lucilla  was  conducted  into  a  cell  of  small 
dimensions,  meanly  furnished,  and  more  adapted 
for  the  cheerless  abode  of  a  wretched  criminal 
than  for  one  of  religious  habits  and  unblemished 
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honour.  Her  heart,  as  she  took  a  hasty  surv^ey  of 
its  miserable  accommodations,  turned  cold  within 
her;  and  observing  a  large  ebony  crucifix  stand- 
ing upon  a  table,  covered  with  a  dark  cloth,  she 
threw  herself  before  it,  and  offered  up  her  suppli- 
cations to  her  holy  Redeemer.  At  the  conclusion 
of  this  important  duty,  her  fortitude  returned;  her 
mind  grew  composed,  and  she  prepared  to  retire 
to  rest,  when  a  sudden  and  tremendous  clap  of 
thunder  gave  a  momentary  shock  to  her  feelings, 
as  it  shook  w^th  awful  violence  the  dark  walls  of 
the  convent;  the  rain  j^resently  began  to  fall  in 
heavy  drops,  and  vivid  flashes  of  lightning  darted 
through  the  panes  of  her  narrow  casement,  and 
continued  almost  without  intermission. 

in  the  midst  of  the  storm,  a  gentle  rap  an- 
nounced a  visitor.  Lucilla  opened  the  door,  and 
beheld  a  nun ;  she  advanced  into  the  room,  and 
in  a  soft  voice  apologised  for  her  intrusion. 

"  You  are  a  stranger  here,"  she  said,  "  and 
though,  perhaps,  not  habitually  fearful,  the  soli- 
tude of  a  convent's  cell  is  peculiarly  striking,  when 
God  speakeih  in  the  clouds;  I  therefore  came 
hither  from  motives  of  sisterly  regard,  flattering 
myself  that  my  company  might  in  some  degree 
relieve  your  sensations  at  this  solemn  moment— 
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sensations  to  which  our  frail  natures  more  or  less 
are  subject." 

Lucilla  politely  thanked  the  good  nun  for  such 
a  mark  of  respect,  and  \Yas  extremely  pleased  at 
her  appai'ent  sympathy,  and  the  sweetness  of  her 
accents.  She  was  young  and  beautiful,  and  was 
altogether  a  most  fascinating  object;  her  conver- 
sation, likewise,  was  soothing  to  one  in  Lucilla's 
situation,  and  they  parted  soon  after  the  tempest 
abated,  with  a  mutual  desire  to  be  better 
acquainted. 

Our  heroine  now  undressed,  and  laid  her  head 
upon  her  humble  pillow  ;  she  soon  sank  into  re- 
pose, and  rose  in  the  morning  from  her  hard 
couch,  refreshed,  though  not  happy.  The  amiable 
nun,  who  had  been  her  companion  during  the 
tempest,  was  the  first  to  inquire  concerning  her 
health. 

"  We  did  not  summon  you,"  she  remarked,  "  to 
join  us  in  our  early  devotions,  on  account  of  your 
last  night's  journey,  and  the  late  hour  at  which 
you  retired  to  rest. 

She  now^  led  Lucilla  to  the  refectory,  where  the 
nuns  were  already  assembled,  and  their  breakfast 
spread  before  them.  Our  heroine  took  a  seat  next 
to  her  new  friend,  who  was  called  Sister  Blanch, 
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and  who  appeared  to  observe  with  increasing  in- 
terest every  change  of  her  countenance. 

When  the  repast  was  conckided,  our  heroine 
was  summoned  to  an  interview  with  the  abbess. 
This  lady's  person  might  fairly  have  matched  with 
the  great  Irish  giant,  and  the  qualities  of  her  heart 
with  those  of  Satan;  her  dress  was  a  black  robe 
wrapped  close  to  the  body,  and  adorned  with  a 
rosary  and  crucifix,  the  sleeves  hanging  down  like 
a  priest's  alb;  round  her  neck  was  a  stiff  ruff, 
crimped  like  a  lady's  fan,  and  standing  out  six 
nails  from  the  head;  a  long  black  veil  fast- 
ened to  a  coif,  and  wooden  sandals  on  her  feet, 
completed  her  attire.  Her  cheeks  were  bloated, 
her  features  masculine,  and  her  breathings  short. 
When  she  rose  from  her  seat,  it  was  with  difficulty, 
and  her  walking  was  still  more  laborious,  as  two 
nuns  were  obliged  to  lead  her,  who,  in  fact,  ap- 
peared of  the  pigmy  tribe  by  the  side  of  this  colos- 
sean  damsel.  When  Lucilla  entered,  she  attempted 
to  smooth  her  features  into  some  degree  of  com- 
placency, as  she  had  her  part  to  play. 

"  My  dear  child,"  she  exclaimed,  "  I  am  happy 
to  see  you  look  so  comfortable,  as  it  was  really 
more  than  I  expected,  considering  the  fatigue  of 
a  night  journey  and  the  storm  together,  which,  as 
you  were  in  a  strange  convent,  was  veiy  likely  to 
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depress  your  spirits .  As  my  own  constitution  is 
extremely  delicate,  and  my  mind  sensitive,  1 
always  judge  other  people  by  my  own  feelings." 

Lucilla's  features  relaxed  into  a  smile  as  she 
gazed  on  the  delicate  figure  of  the  superior.  Hap- 
pily for  our  heroine  it  was  not  remarked,  and  the 
lady  continued  her  discourse. 

"  A  young  w^oman  intended  for  the  veil  has 
generally  to  go  through  all  the  tedious  formalities 
of  a  year's  novitiate ;  but  you,  I  understand,  are  so 
peculiarly  favoured,  that  you  are  exempted  by  his 
holiness  from  the  fatigue  of  so  long  a  comse,  and 
are  at  perfect  liberty  immediately  to  become  a 
member  of  this  chaste  sisterhood,  the  most  pious 
order  in  Spain.  Believe  me,  my  dear  child,  I  con- 
gratulate you  most  cordially  on  the  happiness  that 
awaits  you  in  this  blessed  sanctuary;  removed 
from  the  snares  of  the  wicked,  and  from  the  vani- 
ties and  carnal  pursuits  of  the  w^orld,  you  will  here 
hold  communion  with  our  holy  Redeemer,  and 
with  the  saints  to  whom  our  altars  are  conse- 
crated." 

Lucilla,  observing  the  abbess  to  pause,  coldly 
thanked  her  for  her  kind  and  distinguished  friend- 
ship, but  assured  her  that  she  had  no  design  of 
taking  the  veil,  for  that  she  had  unjustly  been  de- 
prived of  her  liberty  by  some  unknown  foe,  \Nith 
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whom  her  family  had  no  connexion;  and  that 
however  commendable  the  becoming  a  nun  might 
be,  her  friends  would  never  sanction  such  a  pro- 
ceeding, even  did  her  own  inclinations  lead  her  to 
retire  from  the  busy  scenes  of  life. 

The  abbess,  at  these  words,  nearly  lost  her 
composure.  She  elevated  her  brow,  and  with  a 
flash  of  scorn  in  her  eye,  reproved  her  weakness 
and  impiety,  and  recommending,  in  peremptory 
language,  the  virtue  of  obedience,  hastily  dis- 
missed her. 

Lucilla  was  not  sorry  to  escape  from  her  pre- 
sence, and  unseen  she  reached  her  cell,  when, 
seating  herself  in  a  chair,  she  began  to  reflect  on 
the  injurious  and  harsh  treatment  she  was  likely 
to  receive  in  a  convent  where  such  illegal  proceed- 
ings were  allowed.  The  extraordinary  power  of 
her  adversaries  filled  her  mind  not  only  with  sur- 
prise, but  with  feelings  very  nearly  allied  to  terror. 
Even  the  usual  probationary  term,  she  reflected, 
intended  to  prepare  the  novice  for  the  holy  duties 
of  religious  seclusion,  was,  on  this  occasion,  to  be 
waved.  In  the  tumult  of  her  thoughts,  she  had  for- 
gotten the  letter  put  into  her  hands  by  the 
stranger ;  it  now  recurred  to  her  recollection;  she 
drew  it  forth,  and  examined  the  contents,  which 
were  as  follow : — 
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"  Had  Donna  Lncilla  promptly  yielded  to  my 
pressing  solicitations,  she  would  have  avoided  the 
fate  which  no  future  circumstance  can  now  avert. 
She  must  immediately  take  the  veil — if  not  volun- 
tarily, force  will  be  employed,  as  none  dare  dispute 
the  will  of  him  whose  word  is  law." 

This  billet  was  distinguished  by  neither  signa- 
ture nor  date,  but  the  hand-writing  and  language 
sufficiently  revealed  the  base  author.  But,  alas ! 
the  evils  to  which  she  was  exposed,  through  the 
designs  of  her  cruel  enemies,  had  for  some  time  a 
sensible  effect  on  her  naturally  vigorous  mind. 
As  the  danger  of  her  situation  increased,  the  com- 
pany of  Sister  Blanch  became  more  agreeable,  and 
her  conversation  more  consolatory. 

"  Let  me  advise  you,"  she  exclaimed,  one  day, 
as  they  were  walking  together  in  the  garden  of 
the  convent,  "  to  practise  a  little  dissimulation 
towards  the  abbess ;  be  less  j^eremptory  in  your 
refusals  to  take  the  veil ;  gradually  pretend  to  be 
reconciled  to  your  destiny,  only  beg  that  time 
may  be  allowed  you  to  arrange  your  thoughts  and 
bring  them  to  a  state  of  proper  holiness,  so  in- 
dispensably necessaiy  jjrevious  to  so  solemn  a 
ceremony ;  by  this  conduct,  you  may  probably 
gain  the  advantage  of  delay,  and  in  the  inter- 
mediate time  some  unlooked-for  circumstance 
may  occur  to  favoiu"  your  escape." 
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Lucilla  was  convinced  there  was  reason  in  this 
argument,  and  she  resolved  to  try  its  effects.  She 
accordingly  appeared  to  listen  with  less  reluctance 
to  the  pious  admonitions  of  the  superior,  and  by 
degrees  to  embrace  her  opinions,  and  adopt  the 
characteristic  peculiarities  of  her  furious  zeal. 
This  change  in  her  conduct  effectually  deceived 
the  abbess,  who  inwardly  admired  the  superiority 
of  her  own  wisdom,  to  which  she  imputed  that 
imaginary  success  which  was  ultimately  to  enrich 
lier  altars ;  and  in  the  height  of  her  secret  exul- 
tation, she  lavished  a  profusion  of  compliments 
on  the  obedience,  piety,  and  sensibility  of  our 
heroine,  expatiating  on  the  happiness  and  secu- 
rity of  a  life  spent  in  a  nunnery,  where  each  of 
its  members,  she  averred,  was  peculiarly  favoured 
by  Heaven,  and  reserved  for  a  higher  degree  of 
glory  than  those  ordinary  mortals  who  sacrificed 
their  souVs  eternal  welfare  for  the  sensual  delights 
of  the  world. 

Thus  a  long  period  elapsed,  and  no  fortunate 
circumstance  occurred  to  soften  the  anguish  of 
our  heroine's  mind,  or  to  make  even  tolerable  the 
wily  and  persecuting  disposition  of  the  superior, 
when  Sister  Blanch  one  day  suddenly  entered 
lier  cell,  and  closing  the  door,  with  a  look  of 
gladness  exclaimed — 
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"  Come,  cheer  up ;  methinks  I  possess  a  balm 
for  your  misfortunes;  but  before  T  reveal  the 
gi'atifying  incident  on  which  I  build  my  hopes,  it 
will  be  necessary  for  me  to  nan'ate  my  little  his- 
toiy,  that  we  may  together  arrange  the  scheme  for 
your  enlargement." 

Lucilla,  surprised  at  these  words,  begged  to  be 
favoured  with  the  communication  to  which  she 
alluded  ;  and  Sister  Blanch,  after  convincing  her- 
self that  no  intruders  were  likely  to  inteiTupt  her, 
immediately  entered  upon  the  detail. 
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CHAPTER   VIII. 


"  My  father  was  the  Count  of  Montgomery,  a 
Frencli  nobleman,  equally  distinguished  for  his 
public  virtues  and  personal  accomplishments,  but 
austere  and  superstitious  to  excess.  My  mother 
died  in  giving  birth  to  her  first  child  (myself), 
and  I  was  consigned  over  to  the  protection  of  a 
lady,  beneath  whose  fostering  care  I  was  brought 
up  and  educated.  I  had  scarcely  attained  my 
sixteenth  year,  ere  my  parent  introduced  to  my 
notice  the  Marquis  of  Richelieu,  a  young  man  of 
about  twenty-seven,  and  sole  heir  to  one  of  the 
most  ancient  houses  in  France,  commanding  me 
to  consider  him  as  my  fiiture  husband.  I  did  not 
detemiine,  as  is  usually  the  case,  to  show  an 
aversion  to  my  lover,  because  he  came   recom- 
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mended  by  a  father's  authority ;  on  the  contrary, 
I  promised  to  respect  his  designs,  so  far  as  to 
study  the  qualifications  of  the  man  he  had  se- 
lected, and  to  shape  my  conduct  according  to  his 
virtues  and  the  pure  dictates  of  my  own  heart.  I 
was,  in  these  respects,  as  good  as  my  w  ord.  I 
disclaimed  all  prejudice ;  and,  though  young  and 
inexperienced,  I  directed  my  attention  to  the 
principal  traits  of  his  character ;  knowing  that, 
though  a  fine  figure  and  superficial  accomplish- 
ments may  attract  the  eye,  real  worth  only  can 
bring  happiness  to  the  marriage  state.  My  obser- 
vations,  of  course,  were  not  minute ;  but  they 
speedily  satisfied  me  that  the  marquis  was  emi- 
nent, both  for  sweetness  of  temper  and  brilhancy 
of  talent ;  and  the  ardour  with  which  he  attached 
himself  to  my  company,  united  to  the  charms  of 
liis  conversation  and  manners,  secured  my  esteem, 
if  they  did  not  rivet  my  affections.  About  this 
period,  Philip  of  Spain  had  engaged  to  man*}' 
Elizabeth,  daughter  of  the  French  king;  and  the 
latter,  in  compliment  to  the  approaching  nuptials, 
proclaimed  a  gi'and  tournament,  inviting  the  flower 
of  the  nobility  to  enter  the  lists,  and  display  their 
skill  on  this  occasion.  My  father  was  renowned 
for  his  prowess  in  these  kind  of  exercises ;  and 
the  marquis,  though   not  so  celebrated,  was  no 
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contemptible  antagonist.  I  had  a  wish  to  see  the 
combats,  and  was  accordingly  conducted  thither, 
and  took  my  seat  amongst  the  ladies  of  the  court. 
Many  were  the  champions  that  entered  the  lists, 
and  the  conqueror  and  the  conquered  alike  dis- 
played their  achievements  on  this  memorable 
day ;  but  my  father  and  the  marquis  excited 
general  attention,  not  only  from  the  splendour  of 
their  accoutrements,  but  also  from  their  extraordi- 
nary ability  in  the  art  of  encounter.  Henry  was 
piqued  at  the  manifest  approbation  of  the  multi- 
tude towards  these  his  two  subjects,  as  he  himself 
was  ambitious  to  be  distinguished  above  all  the 
competitors  for  fame.  Mounted  on  a  stately  cour- 
ser, superbly  decorated,  the  king  entered  the 
space  allotted  for  the  sports,  and,  by  the  mouth 
of  his  herald,  challenged  the  Count  of  Mont- 
gomery to  try  his  prowess  TN-ith  himself.  My 
father,  in  respectful  language,  declined  a  contest 
with  his  sovereign.  Henry,  however,  persisted  in 
his  design,  saying,  '  I  am  determined  to  break  a 
lance  with  the  celebrated  Count  Montgomery  this 
day.'  My  father  was  therefore  obliged  to  gi'atify 
his  humour,  and  reluctantly  attacked  the  monarch. 
Heniy^  perceiving  his  unwillingness,  angrily  ex- 
claimed— '  Do  you  take  me  for  a  sickly  boy,  count, 
that  vou  are  fearful   of  giving  me   too  severe  a 
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■shock.'  He  uo^y  rushed  upon  my  lather  with  a 
force  that  almost  unhorsed  him,  and  the  encounter, 
from  this  moment,  became  vigorous  on  both  sides. 
Their  weapons  were  presently  shivered  to  atoms ; 
and  the  ^^ctor\-  being  still  doubtful,  fresh  ones 
were  presented,  and  they  recommenced  the  com- 
bat— when  oh !  fatal  accident,  the  count's  lance 
struck  off  the  king's  helmet,  and  the  point  per- 
forating the  brain,  the  unfortunate  monarch  fell 
lifeless  to  the  ground.  In  a  moment,  all  was  con- 
fitsion  and  horror;  shrieks*  resoimded  on  ever}' 
side.  My  unhappy  father  smote  his  breast  with 
looks  of  distraction.  '  Oh,  God  !'  he  exclaimed, 
*  I  have  murdered  my  sovereign,  I  have  destioyed 
the  royal  Henrv\'  The  queen,  unable  to  sustain 
the  shock  of  so  dreadful  a  catastrophe,  threw 
herself  on  the  body  of  her  spouse,  uttering  loud 
cries,  and  was  at  length  borne  away  in  strong 
convulsions.  Thus  was  the  hilarity  of  the  day 
suddenly  changed  to  a  scene  that  would  have 
melted  the  hardest  heart,  and  drawn  tears  from 
eyes  whose  lids  had  never  been  moistened  with  a 
tear.  Alas !  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  describe 
my  own  feelings ;    I    slnieked   and  wept   alter- 

*  Henry  the  Second,  King  of  France,  as  may  be  seen  in 
the  history  of  that  country,  lost  bis  life  in  the  manner  litre 
described. 
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nately,  and  with  anguish  unutterable,  I  clasped 
my  arms  round  the  form  of  my  dear,  unhappy 
sire.  The  marquis  forced  his  way  to  the  fatal 
spot,  his  countenance  exhibiting  traces  of  dismay 
and  silent  grief;  but  suppressing  his  own  sorrow, 
he  seized  my  hand,  and  attempted  to  soothe  my 
agony.  My  father  was  this  moment  arrested ;  I 
called  wildly  upon  his  name,  and  made  an  effort 
to  follow,  but,  overpowered  with  the  cruel  blow,  I 
fainted  away. 

"  The  court,  convinced  of  the  count's  inno- 
cence, speedily  released  him  ;  but  this  dismal 
affair  had  a  sensible  effect  upon  his  spirits ;  the 
noble  energies  of  his  mind  sunk  beneath  the 
horrors  of  such  an  awful  calamity,  his  burning 
tears  fell  upon  my  bosom,  as  he  said — 

"  '  Oh,  my  child,  I  must  go  hence ;  France  is 
110  longer  my  country ;  her  soil  is  stained  with  the 
sacred  blood  of  my  sovereign — blood  shed  by  my 
ill-fatsd  hand.  True,  I  am  innocent  of  inten- 
tional crime  ;  but  here  the  tragical  scene,  at  every 
turn  of  a  street,  puts  on  a  new  form  of  horror, 
and  words  cannot  paint  the  dismal  emotions  of 
my  soul.  Every  charm  is  fled,  everything  that 
wore  a  captivating  aspect  is  dissolved ;  angels 
themselves  could  not  restore  to  me  that  peaceful 
calm,   that   inward   tranquillity,  which   I   before 
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enjoyed.  You,  however,  my  child,  can  still  enjoy 
the  comforts  of  your  native  land,  and  welcome 
the  balm  of  its  summer  gales ;  whilst  your  melan- 
choly sire,  like  some  condemned  wretch,  shall 
wander  to  some  distant  shore,  agitated  with  grief, 
and  a  prey  to  endless  desjDair.' 

"  *  I  will  accompany  you,  my  dear  father,'  I 
replied.  '  Your  child,  in  this  hour  of  affliction, 
will  not  be  divided  from  the  author  of  her  being. 
My  presence  will  cheer  your  path,  and  my  tender 
condolements  assuage  your  fatal  sorrows.' 

"  My  father  embraced  me,  and  in  faint  accents, 
amidst  sighs  that  nearly  burst  his  manly  heart, 
approved  of  my  duteous  regards,  and  consented 
to  make  me  the  companion  of  his  journev. 

"  The  marquis,  when  informed  of  this  arrange- 
ment, was  extremely  disconcerted ;  but  possessed 
of  a  native  delicacy,  that  taught  him  to  respect 
the  feelings  of  liis  friends,  he  nobly  waved  his 
own  claims  for  the  present,  merely  obtaining  a  pro- 
mise fiom  my  parent,  that  the  pangs  of  separa- 
tion should  be  softened  by  a  mutual  coiTespon- 
dence  by  leUer. 

"  A  sister  of  my  fiither  had  been  married  early 
in  life  to  a  Spanish  noble ;  they  had  one  son,  and 
resided  at  this  period  at  Valladolid ;  he  therefore 
resolved  to   direct  his  route  towards   Spain,  by 
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way  of  Bayonne.  When  the  marquis  was  made 
acquamted  with  our  intended  route,  he  expressed 
a  wish  to  accompany  us  to  the  last-mentioned 
place.  My  father  made  no  objection;  and  our 
affairs  being  speedily  settled,  we  set  off  at  day- 
break, and  arrived  at  Orleans  in  the  evening.  This 
is  a  noted  city  of  France ;  in  the  reign  of  Charles 
the  Seventh  it  was  taken  by  the  English,  but 
owing  to  the  extraordinary  bravery  of  a  French 
girl,  named  Joan  of  Arc,  it  was  retaken,  and  -be- 
came once  more  the  property  of  the  French 
king. 

"  In  the  morning  we  took  the  post  road  to 
Blois ;  from  thence  we  hastened  to  Poictiers,  and 
so  on  to  Bourdeaux.  We  had  now  travelled  up- 
wards of  three  hundred  miles  with  gi'eat  rapidity, 
my  dear  father  fancying  that  this  continued 
change  of  scenery  gave  a  partial  relief  to  his  suf- 
ferings ;  but  he  now  saw  that  I  looked  pale  and 
fatigued,  and  checking  his  own  desires,  which 
would  still  have  urged  him  forward,  he  resolved 
to  rest  here  for  a  short  time.  I  had  never  before 
seen  this  city,  and  was  equally  pleased  with  its 
appearance  and  its  history.  It  was  partly  founded 
by  the  Romans,  and  during  the  reign  of  their 
emperor  Gallienus,  who  was  slain  by  his  own 
people  in  267,  many  noble  buildings  were  con- 
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structed.  I  saw  the  remains  of  several  magnificent 
edifices  even  in  niins.  Here,  too,  I  was  shown  a 
castle,  where  King  John  of  France,  and  his  son 
Philip,  were  confined  after  the  battle  of  Poictiers, 
in  1356.  They  were  taken  ])risoncrs  by  Edward 
the  Black  Prince,  son  of  the  celebrated  Edward 
the  Third,  King  of  England.  The  city  appears 
in  the  form  of  a  crescent,  surrounded  by  a  wall 
crowned  with  towers,  and  is  seated  on  the  west 
side  of  the  river  Garonne.  The  streets  are 
nan'ow,  but  the  suburbs  are  beautiful,  and  the 
adjoining  country  fertile  beyond  measure. 

"  I  left  this  noble  town  with  regret;  and  had  I 
been  a  poet,  I  might  probably  have  been  inclined 
to  celebrate  its  wealth  and  Roman  features  in 
song. 

From  this  place  we  proceeded  to  Bayonne,  and 
then  separated  from  the  marquis.  My  father 
hired  mules  to  take  us  across  the  l^p-enees.  I 
had  heard  so  much  of  these  mountains,  that  I  felt 
a  great  curiosity-  to  see  them.  We  had  no  other 
attendants  but  the  two  guides  and  the  count's 
valet.  After  we  had  continued  our  route  for  some 
hours  over  these  passes,  I  was  peculiarly  struck 
with  the  desolateness  of  a  spot  which  we  pre- 
sently approached — a  spot  which  seemed,  in  my 
opinion,  to  be  well  calculated  for  the  residence  of 
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barbarians  inured  to  plunder  and  familiar  with 
sanguinary  deeds.  The  guides,  accustomed  to 
these  rude  and  venerable  scenes,  cheered  their 
mules  with  adventurous  songs,  apropos  to  their 
employments ;  whilst  I,  in  spite  of  my  fortitude, 
declined  in  courage,  and  ever  and  anon  cast  a 
fearful  glance  at  the  gloomy  views  before  us^ 
when  suddenly  a  shrill  whistle  startled  us  all. 
The  guides  paused,  and  looked  round,  and  kept 
their  hands  on  their  fire-arms;  but  hearing  no- 
thing further,  they  again  resumed  their  confi- 
dence, and  led  the  mules  along  the  rugged  steep. 
My  father  smiled  at  our  momentary  panic,  as- 
suring me  that  he  deemed  the  whistle  to  proceed 
from  some  mountaineer,  eagerly  intent  on  the 
spoils  of  the  chase.  Scarcely  had  he  given  utter- 
ance to  these  words,  ere  nine  fierce-looking  men 
opposed  our  passage.  One  of  the  guides  im- 
prudently fired  a  pistol  at  one  of  the  ruffians, 
who  was  wounded  from  the  shot.  This  was  the 
prelude  to  a  general  attack ;  the  consequence  of 
this  was  fatal ;  the  valet  and  one  of  the  guides 
were  killed  upon  the  spot,  the  other  wounded, 
and  my  dear  father  and  myself  were  conveyed  to 
the  den  of  these  wretches  in  triumph.  Extreme 
fright  had  thrown  me  into  a  swoon,  and  I  re- 
covered  only  to  behold  myself  a  prisoner  in  a 
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room  that  resembled  a  dungeon.  A  decrepid  old 
woman,  whose  featm'es  bare  the  stamp  of  the 
genii  of  darknesSj  was  quietly  resting  her  head 
upon  her  elbow,  watching  my  return  to  anima- 
tion.    My  first  inquiry  was  for  my  father. 

"  'For  the  love  of  the  Holy  Virgin !'  I  exclaimed, 
with  a  frantic  air,  Mead  me  to  my  dear  parent.' 

"  She  made  some  answer  which  I  could  not 
understand,  and  withdrew.  Guess  my  distraction 
at  this  conduct.  I  thought  probably  my  father 
had  been  murdered ;  the  dreadful  idea  supplied 
me  with  both  strength  and  rage.  I  shook  the  door 
with  violence — it  yielded  to  my  efforts,  and  I 
nished  into  a  passage  formed  by  the  hand  of  na- 
ture— my  speed  was  aiTested  by  one  of  the  bandits 
— I  fell  on  my  knees. 

"  'If  you  have  the  heart  of  a  man,'  I  exclaimed, 
'  for  the  love  of  God  direct  me  to  my  father.' 

"  '  Young  lady,'  he  returned,  '  I  respect  your 
feelings,  and  if  the  gentleman  who  was  brought 
hither  at  the  same  time  as  yourself  be  your  father, 
I  beg  to  assure  you  he  is  safe  from  personal 
injury.' 

"  This  humane  speech  from  one  so  abandoned 
sui'prised  me,  and  I  ventured  to  solicit  an  inter- 
view with  the  count,  whose  safety  was  a  thousand 
times  dearer  to  me  than  my  own.    He  willingly 
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promised  to  gain  me  this  favour,  provided  I  quietly 
submitted  to  that  confinement  which  he  had  no 
authority  to  lessen. 

"  The  man  was  as  good  as  his  word.  On  the 
following  day  I  was  led  to  the  apartment  of  my 
beloved  parent.  But,  oh!  how  shall  I  describe 
his  altered  appearance,  or  the  joy  with  which  he 
snatched  me  to  his  bleeding  heart. 

"  ^  Alas,  my  poor  child,'  he  exclaimed,  '  to  what 
innumerable  perils  has  one  fatal  accident  exposed 
thy  innocence  and  beauty.' 

"  His  tenderness  and  discourse,  together  with 
the  mournful  cast  of  his  countenance,  filled  my 
breast  with  the  most  exquisite  anguish.  Drowned 
in  tears,  I  was  shortly  torn  from  the  sanctity  of 
his  dear  bosom,  and  conducted  back  to  the  soli- 
tude of  my  dreary  apartment. 

"  Eight  weeks  of  lingering  suffering  we  passed 
in  this  dismal  place,  nor  could  all  my  father's 
promises  of  secrecy  and  reward  induce  the  ruffians 
to  set  us  at  liberty.  At  length,  one  day,  a  man  pre- 
sented himself  before  the  count ;  he  had  a  cloak 
over  his  person,  but  his  dress  beneath  was  con- 
spicuous; in  his  belt  he  had  two  pistols  and  a 
dagger,  and  in  one  hand  he  held  a  large  key,  and 
in  the  other  a  crucifix.  My  father  viewed  him 
with  astonishment,  as  he  afterwards  told  me,  but 
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the  fellow,  stimulated  with  presumptuous  hopes, 
lost  no  time  in  coming  to  an  explanation. 

"  '  Agreeably  to  the  laws  of  our  community,' 
he  began,  '  no  person  who  once  enters  these  vaults 
is  allowed  to  return  to  the  world,  unless  one  of 
the  band  thinks  proper  to  risk  his  own  life  to  set  a 
captive  free,  which,  to  my  knowledge,  has  never 
been  the  case ;  but  the  charms  of  your  daughter 
have  made  an  impression  upon  my  heart — nay, 
start  not,  for  it  is  the  tiiith, — and  if  you  will 
breathe  a  solemn  oath  on  the  image  of  your 
Saviour,  to  unite  her  destiny  ^vith  mine,  and  give 
her  to  me  for  a  wife,  I  will  convey  you  both  hence 
without  delay.  I  have  a  comrade  within  hearing 
of  this  conference  who  is  a  party  in  the  plot  for 
your  release,  and  to  whom,  as  a  reward  for  his 
assistance,  I  shall  give  my  share  of  the  last  booty, 
which  is  no  inconsiderable  sum.  I  shall  likewise  re- 
store to  you  the  property  of  which  you  have  been 
deprived,  vrhich  will  pay  our  expenses  to  any  part 
of  the  world  you  intend  going;  but  if  you  are 
weak  enough  to  reject  my  proposal,  you  will  have 
the  happiness  of  remaining  here  all  your  life ;  and 
as  I  have  great  influence  over  my  companions,  on 
account  of  my  bravery,  and  the  liberality  with 
which  I  have  always  treated  them,  I  shall  certainly 
take  advantage  of  my  power  to  force  your  daughter 
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to  be  mine  on  any  terms  I  please.  I  therefore 
advise  you  to  weigh  the  alternative,  as  your  own 
sense  must  infonn  you  that  what  I  wish  to  do,  I 
dare  do;  for  though  we  liave  regulations  which 
none  of  our  men  must  presume  to  violate,  yet 
where  the  passion  of  love  is  concerned,  there  are 
no  restrictions  to  prevent  the  gi'atification  of  our 
desires.' 

"  My  father  was  struck  nearly  speechless  with 
indignation  as  he  listened  to  this  insolent  propo- 
sition, but  no  doubt  remained  upon  his  mind  as 
to  the  power  of  the  man  over  my  defenceless  state. 
To  subscribe  to  the  conditions  was  horrible;  to 
court  destruction  and  certain  dishonour  by  useless 
threats  and  resistance,  was  likewise  an  evil  too 
dreadful  not  to  excite  sensations  of  the  most 
fearful  nature.  My  father's  lips  quivered  with 
mental  agony ;  on  either  side  of  the  question 
ignominy,  and  the  loss  of  his  child's  peace,  courted 
his  acceptance.  He  had  no  resource  to  fly  to;  his 
strength  was  waning,  his  heart  bursting  with  tre- 
mendous woes  too  mighty  for  his  fortitude  to 
bear.  He  took  the  oath  enjoined,  and  we  quitted 
in  haste  the  abode  of  guilt  and  danger.  I  was 
placed  on  the  same  horse  with  the  robber;  my 
father  mounted  another,  and  we  struck  into  a 
path  known  to  the  former,  and  pursued  our  route 
without  stopping  for  some  hours.     At  length  we 
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discerned  a  convent  situated  by  the  side  of  a 
fruitful  plain;  the  wretch  directed  his  course 
thither,  saying  to  the  count, '  Here  the  nuptial 
knot  can  be  tied  before  we  proceed  any  fiinher/ 
The  count  acquiesced,  and  application  was  imme- 
diately made  for  a  priest.  I  was  till  this  moment 
ignorant  of  the  sacred  oath  that  had  been  extorted 
from  the  lips  of  my  father;  in  vain  I  prayed  and 
wept;  my  father  in  this  instance  was  obdurate.  I 
have  told  you  he  was  superstitious  to  excess,  and 
though  constrained  to  take  the  oath  to  save  the 
honour  of  his  child,  he  held  it  imiolably  sacred. 
Fainting  with  honor,  I  was  conducted  into  the 
chapel  of  the  monastery,  a  reverend  father  ap- 
proached to  begin  the  ceremony,  and  the  words 
appropriated  for  so  holy  a  union  struck  on  m\* 
affrighted  senses ;  I  stretched  out  my  hands,  and 
made  an  effort  to  inteniipt  him,  but  my  eyes 
swam  in  darkness,  and  I  was  no  longer  sensible 
of  the  proceedings. 

"  At  the  conclusion  of  the  lites,  my  lather 
addressed  the  bandit.  '  Have  I  performed  my 
oath?' 

"  *  Yes,  to  the  full,'  was  the  reply. 

"  *  Then  thus,  villain,  do  I  redeem  mine  honour !' 
said  my  father,  and  with  retributive  swiftness  he 
snatched  a  pistol  from  the  belt  of  the  freebooter, 
and  shot  him   dead  upon  the   spot.     This  deed 
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created  general  dismay  among  the  fathers  of  the 
convent;  the  count  explained  the  whole  affair,  and 
from  his  recollection  pointed  out  the  rendezvous 
of  the  robbers.  As  the  most  dreadful  depreda- 
tions had  been  committed  round  this  district,  which 
the  greatest  vigiltmce  had  not  been  able  to  prevent, 
his  account  gained  the  credit  it  deserved;  the 
troop  was  speedily  besieged  in  their  very  haunts^ 
and  to  the  number  of  fifty  taken  prisoners. 

"  My  father,  satisfied  with  his  own  conduct,  and 
the  good  he  had  done  the  public,  continued  his- 
journey  after  a  stay  of  three  weeks  at  the  convent. 
The  tranquillity  he  had  enjoyed  during  his  stay 
there  had  restored  vigour  to  his  before  exhausted 
frame;  and  my  own  health,  which  had  suffered 
dreadfully,  was,  through  the  same  means,  consi- 
derably amended.  My  spirits,  however,  were 
powerfully  affected  by  my  recent  misfortunes;  I 
coidd  not  forget  that  I  had  been,  though  but  a 
few  moments,  the  nominal  wife  of  a  robber,  inde- 
pendent of  our  former  calamity,  which  had  so 
deeply  wounded  our  mutual  peace. 

"  At  length  I  was  roused  from  these  cruel  re- 
flections by  the  soft  notes  of  music,  and  for  the 
fu'st  time  I  directed  my  attention  to  the  luxmious 
soil  and  cheerful  climate  of  Spain;  every  valley 
was  rich  with  vineyards,  eveiy  hill  distinguished 
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for  beauty  and  verdure.  I  could  but  gaze  on 
these  enchanting  prospects  ^vith  the  most  pleas- 
ing emotions ;  the  features  of  the  whole  coimtry 
through  which  \\  e  passed,  even  the  most  unciilti- 
Tated  parts,  presented  the  most  charming  variety 
of  the  spontaneous  productions  of  Providence. 

"  When  we  aiTived  at  Gallareta  we  spent  two 
days  in  wandering  over  some  parts  of  the  cele- 
brated mountain  of  S.  Adriano;  a  number  of 
shepherds  and  their  flocks,  in  riual  groups,  were 
scattered  among  the  picturesque  scenery;  a  reli- 
gious house  of  the  order  of  St.  John  was  seated 
on  a  point  of  the  mountain,  and  from  this  spot 
we  had  a  splendid  view  of  Biscay  and  Old  Castile. 
Leaving  Gallareta,  we  proceeded  towards  Vittoria  i 
thisto^vu  was  crowded  with  company  gaily  dressed, 
and  a  vast  number  of  persons  were  walking  be* 
neath  shady  trees,  planted  in  different  parts  of  the 
town,  which  appeared  at  a  distance  like  so  many 
arcades  leading  to  the  temple  of  Love.  In  several 
of  the  streets  we  saw  numerous  groups  of  dancers 
of  all  ages,  fiom  the  youth  of  fifteen  to  the  ma- 
ti-ons  of  seventy ;  the  violent  efforts  of  the  latter  to 
ape  the  agility  of  their  young  companions,  toge- 
ther with  their  odd  gesticulations  to  keep  time 
with  the  mu^ic,  were  truly  ridiculous,  hi  one  part 
of  the  principal  squares  we  beheld  a  sort  of  mas- 
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querade,  in  the  other  a  sham  fight  performed 
with  lances,  with  a  view,  as  we  understood,  to 
accustom  their  yoimg  men  to  the  dexterity  and 
rivalship  of  a  biUl  fight.  ,We  naturally  concluded, 
from  the  appearance  of  things,  that  it  was  a  noted 
day  of  festivity  in  honour  of  some  favourite  saint ; 
but  w^e  afterwards  discovered  that  most  evenings 
presented  scenes  of  hilarity  w^ithout  the  least 
breach  of  decorum.  I  intrude  these  observations 
on  your  notice,  that  you  may  form  an  idea  of  how 
singular  the  customs  of  a  foreign  country  appear 
to  a  stranger. 

"  As  soon  as  we  reached  Burgos,  my  father  dis- 
patched a  letter  to  his  sister,  acquainting  her  with 
his  near  vicinity  to  Valladolid,  and  also  named 
the  hour  when  she  might  expect  him.  We  then 
looked  about  the  city,  which  we  thought  far  supe- 
rior to  any  we  had  yet  seen;  the  beautiful  river 
that  w^aters  the  town,  the  many  noble  structures, 
fine  streets,  and  handsome  squares  adorned  with 
fountains,  particularly  engaged  our  attention.  The 
evening  diversions  in  this  place  were  similar  to 
those  we  had  already  seen ;  here  the  merry  notes 
of  the  guitar  and  the  sounding  tambarine  mingled 
their  wild  melody  with  the  solemn  vesper  bells  of 
the  neighbouring  convents ;  there  the  meditating 
monk,  with  his  close  cowl  and  dark  habit,  who  had 
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probably  been  attending  the  death-bed  of  a  peni- 
tent, might  be  seen  walking  in  unconscious  fello\Y- 
ship  by  the  side  of  many  a  facetious  buffoon,  so 
oddly  opposed  were  the  merry  and  the  serious, 
the  foolish  and  the  wise.  However,  it  gave  me 
pleasure  to  observe  tliat  my  dear  father,  as  well 
as  myself,  was  gi'eatly  amused  with  the  novelty  of 
the  various  characters  that  passed  and  repassed 
before  us,  and  also  with  the  harmless  humour  of 
the  jocund  multitude. 

"  '  It  matters  not  in  what  form  happiness  ap- 
pears,' said  my  father,  in  answer  to  some  remark 
that  1  made,  '  provided  she  wears  the  garb  of 
honour,  and  that,  in  our  piusuit  after  her  charms, 
we  do  not  forget  what  we  owe  to  oui'selves,  our 
religion,  and  our  country.' 

"  On  our  route  for  Biu:gos  toValladolid  we  stopped 
at  Magaz  to  take  refreshment.  During  our  simple 
repast,  an  officer,  attended  by  a  single  servant, 
rode  up;  the  coimt  bent  an  earnest  gaze  upon  his 
countenance. 

"  '  It  certainly  is  your  cousin,'  said  he  ;  *  I  re- 
member his  air  and  features  well,  although  it  is 
some  years  ago  since  I  saw  him.' 

"  These  words  were  uttered  in  a  loud  tone  ;  they 
caught  the  attention  of  the  young  man,  who,  on 
approaching  nearer,  immediately  recognised  my 
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father,  and  saluted  him  as  his  uncle.  This  meet- 
ing proved  very  agreeahle ;  he  was  handsome 
ajid  polite,  and  was  about  twenty-three  years  of 
age ;  he  had  been  absent  upon  duty  for  several 
months,  and  was  now  returning  to  Valladolid. 
This  happened  very  apropos,  as  he  accompanied 
us  the  remainder  of  the  way,  and  amused  us  with 
the  history  of  that  city  and  its  neighbourhood. 

"My  father's  sister  received  us  with  ra2)ture,  and 
Don  Gabrial,  her  husband,  welcometl  us  with  the 
most  lively  pleasure.  He  was  ta,ll,  and  his  features 
expressive ;  he  was  likewise  hospitable,  sincere, 
and  courteous,  but  a  bigot  in  every  sense  of  the 
word  ;  he  kept  a  great  deal  of  company  of  the  first 
fashion,  and  was  equally  proud  of  his  wealth,  and 
the  ancient  dignity  of  his  family. 

We  had  been  at  Valladolid  but  a  few  months 
when  my  cousin  introduced  to  his  family  a 
young  officer  belonging  to  the  same  troop  as  him- 
self; but  how  shall  I  describe  the  outline  of  his 
charming  person,  or  do  justice  to  the  merits  and 
^drtues  that  distinguish  the  character  of  Don 
Cervantes;  for  such  was  his  name.  Taken  by 
surprise,  and  hitherto  a  stranger  to  love,  I  could 
not  behold  his  perfections  without  feeling  emo- 
tions equally  new  and  singular  ;  but  aware  of  my 
engagements  to  the  Marquis  of  Richelieu,  I  con- 
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cealed  my  admiration,  and  struggled  to  conquer 
that  regard  ^Yhicll  ^vas  a  reproach  to  my  delicacy ; 
but,  alas !  his  own  heart  had  received  impressions 
which  his  nature  could  not  so  well  disguise ;  he 
found  the  oppoitunity  he  sought,  and  at  my  feet 
revealed  the  force  of  his  passion.  For  a  moment, 
confusion  and  inward  pleasure  arrested  my 
speech  ;  but  I  presently  recovered  my  composure, 
and  sternly  reproved  that  tenderness  which  glowed 
reciprocally  in  my  own  breast.  He  retired  from 
my  presence  with  looks  of  sensibility  and  sorrow; 
but  whether  I  had  inadvertently  betrayed  the  state 
of  my  feelings  at  this  interview,  I  cannot  say ;  but 
certain  it  is,  he  again  found  means  to  renew  his 
vows  of  attachment,  and  ^vith  that  humilitj'  and 
unaffected  grief  which  Aibrated  on  my  heart,  be- 
sought my  pity  and  attention.  Suffice  it  to  say, 
my  resolutions  were  subdued ;  I  sympathised  in 
his  agonies,  and  gave  such  encoiu*agement  to  his 
suit  as  fully  convinced  him  that  his  love  was  re- 
tiuned.  The  respect  and  tenderaess  with  which 
he  from  this  moment  treated  me,  at  length  sur- 
prised my  father ;  his  sagacity  discovered  the 
ti'uth,  and  he  directly  proceeded  to  acquaint  Don 
Gabrial  with  the  circumstance.  The  consequence 
was,  my  lover  was  forbidden  the  house,  and  myself 
pla<?ed  in  a  convent,  there  to  remain  an  inmate 
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till  the  affection  that  I  professed  for  Don  Cer- 
vantes should  be  eradicated. 

"My  father's  pride  was  wounded,  and  his  honour, 
he  considered,  had  received,  through  the  folly  of 
his  child,  another  blot.  Don  Gabrial  fed  his 
resentment,  and  led  my  father  to  adopt  those  mea- 
sures which  his  own  generous  ideas  would  never 
have  suggested.  The  depression  of  his  spirits  in- 
creased to  an  alarming  degree,  and  weighed  down 
with  soiTow  and  disappointment,  he  fell  ill,  and 
his  life  was  pronounced  in  the  most  imminent  dan- 
ger. I  flew  to  his  couch,  in  all  the  agony  of  des- 
pair, and  seizing  his  cold  hand,  implored  his  bless- 
ing and  forgiveness. 

"  *Be  composed,  my  unfortunate  child,'  he  ex- 
claimed, ^  and  as  you  value  your  future  peace 
and  salvation,  attend  to  my  dying  words.  You 
are  a  branch  of  an  illustrious  house,  and  from  the 
weakness  and  credulity  of  your  sex,  exposed  to 
a  thousand  dangers  and  difficulties,  which  by  an 
honourable  union  you  might  very  properly  avoid. 
I  have  recently  received  a  letter  from  the 
Marquis  of  Richelieu  ;  he  earnestly  solicits  your 
hand,  and  begs  to  be  allowed  to  come  hither  and 
claim  you  as  his  bride.  You  know  my  wishes  on 
this  point.  The  marquis  is  a  man  of  distinguished 
rank,  and  likewise  equally  to  be  admired  for  his 


THE    OATH    OF    ALLEGIANCE.  213 

virtues  ;  you  have  been  long  solemnly  betrothed 
to  him,  and  in  justice  to  his  cUiim,  I  must  urge 
the  necessity  of  an  immediate  decision,  as  my  ex- 
istence is  probably  drawing  to  a  close." 

'*'  My  sufferings  at  this  moment  were  more  than 
I  have  language  to  express.  In  an  agony  of  sor- 
row I  entreated  his  indulgence,  and  assured  him 
that  I  shrunk  from  such  an  union  with  dismay  ;  I 
acknowledged  the  worth  and  singidar  graces  of 
the  marquis ;  but  added,  that  my  heart  and  ten- 
derest  affections  were  another's. 

"  'I  will  urge  you  no  further  on  this  subject,*" 
said  the  count,  with  a  look  of  keen  disappoint- 
ment;  ^but  in  return,  I  expect,  as  you  value  the 
blessing  of  a  parent,  you  will  comply  with  the 
last  request  I  shall  make.  Don  Cervantes  is 
a  gentleman  of  family,  and  also,  I  own,  a  man  of 
honour,  but  he  has  no  pretensions  to  match  with 
the  noble  house  of  Montgomery,  independent  of 
the  cruel  insult  which  would  be  offered,  by  your 
maiTiage  with  another,  to  the  jDiior  claims  of  him 
whom  I  selected,  as  much  for  the  grace  of  his 
mind  and  j^erson,  as  for  the  splendour  of  his  rank. 
I  therefore  nmst  exact  from  you  a  promise  to  lead 
a  life  of  celibacy,  unless  your  sentiments  should 
undergo  an  alteration  in  favour  of  the  much- 
injured  marquis,  who,  I  am  convinced,  feels  for  you: 


214  THE    OATH    OF    ALLEGIANCE. 

that  Steady  affection  vvliicli  no  casual  circumstance 
v>ill  ever  weaken.  You  can  either  reside  with 
Don  Gabrial  and  my  sister,  or  retire  into  a  con- 
vent, of  whatsoever  order  you  please;  but  situated 
as  you  unfortunately  are,  I  think  the  latter  is  the 
most  suitable  and  the  most  comfortable.' 

"I  was  too  happy  to  be  released  from  engage- 
ments that  latterly  preyed  upon  my  spirits,  not  to 
acquiesce  in  these  conditions ;  and  to  satisfy  the 
hereditary  pride  of  a  parent  and  the  punctilios  of 
honour,  I  relinquished  the  man  I  loved,  and  all 
the  peculiar  privileges  of  domestic  enjoyments; 
and  on  the  death  of  my  father,  entered  into  this 
monastery  and  took  the  veil. 

"  I  pass  over  the  distraction  of  the  marquis  at 
this  period,  and  also  the  dreadful  struggles  of  my 
own  breast  ere  I  became  a  mm ;  but  virtue  ex- 
postulated and  conquered,  and  I  now  no  longer 
regret  the  loss  of  the  distinctions  of  the  world,  or 
lament  the  opposition  that  a  father  offered  to  my 
tender  inclinations.  I  acknowledge  with  gratitude 
the  salutary  effects  of  adversity,  which  first  laid 
the  foundation  of  real  happiness,  and  led  to  my 
present  state  of  tranquillity ;  and  the  empire  of 
the  globe  would  not  tempt  me  again  to  resume  the 
yoke  of  vanity  or  riot,  in  the  parade  of  useless 
magnificence. 
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"My  cousin,  shortly  after  my  seclusion,  married 
to  a  very  amiable  woman,  and  both  have,  as  well 
as  Don  Gabrial  and  my  aunt,  paid  me  an  occa- 
sional visit.  This  morning  I  was  summoned  by 
one  of  the  sisters  to  attend  my  cousin  at  the  grate. 
I  accordingly  hastened  thither,  and  the  instant  I 
made  my  appearance  he  put  into  my  hands  a  letter. 
Judge  my  surj^rise  and  consternation  when  I  re- 
cognised the  voice  of  Cervantes.  Not  daring 
to  stay  to  remonstrate  on  liis  imprudence,  1 
hurried  from  him,  and  regaining  my  own  room, 
opened  the  letter  which  I  had  received ;  it  was 
written  by  himself,  and  contained  a  narrative  of 
his  misfortunes,  and  also  of  his  sufferings  on  my 
account,  not  having  been  able  till  this  moment, 
he  said,  to  discover  the  place  of  my  retreat:  he 
further  expressed  the  keenness  of  his  disappoint- 
ment in  the  horrible  certainty  that  I  was  lost  to 
him  for  ever,  and  conjured  me  to  reply  to  his 
epistle,  and  give  him  the  blessed  assurance  that  his 
sorrows  drew  from  my  bosom  a  commiserating  sigh. 

"  It  is  in  consequence  of  this  letter  that  I  hope 
to  obtain  your  liberation  ;  for  though  I  hold  the 
follies  of  the  world  in  just  contempt,  and  blush  at 
the  example  of  its  members,  yet  I  do  not  applaud 
that  affected  zeal  for  religion  which  leads  people 
to  persecute  the   unwilling  novice  with  supersti- 
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tioiis  counsels,  ^vhich  too  frequentlv  harden  the 
feelings,  and  give  birth  to  a  system  of  intrigue 
truly  irreverent;  and  the  conviction  that  you  have 
been  most  basely  betrayed,  and  that  you  are  in 
imminent  danger  of  falling  a  sacrifice  to  the  cruelty 
of  your  enemies,  leads  me  to  run  the  hazard  of 
assisting  one  who  is  mistress  of  the  highest  accom- 
plishments, united  to  the  dearest  virtues.  And 
now  I  have  concluded  the  few  unhappy  events 
that  have  chequered  my  life,  I  will  explain  the 
means  by  which  I  think  you  may  be  restored  to 
your  kindred  and  to  society.  I  am  perfectly 
satisfied  that  Don  Cervantes  has  too  great  a  vene- 
ration for  our  holy  religion  to  steal  a  nun  from  its 
altars,  neither  would  he  expose  the  woman  he 
professes  to  love  to  the  severe  penalty  annexed  to 
such  a  criminal  proceeding ;  I  therefore  must  not 
associate  my  sacred  character  with  the  designs  I 
have  in  view ;  yet,  in  order  to  avoid  the  taint  of 
an  unjustifiable  falsehood,  I  must  have  recourse  to 
a  stratagem,  innocent  enough  in  itself,  although  it 
moy  give  a  severe  j^ang  to  him,  who  I  have  little 
doubt  will  attend  to  my  request,  and  look  upon  it 
as  an  event  auspicious  to  his  happiness.  First, 
then,  you  must  answer  his  letter  yourself,  and  in 
a  way  that  will  lead  him  to  suppose  I  am  the 
writer,  and  when  he  appears  again  at  the  grate,  I 
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will  deliver  it  to  hiin  in  person.  Secondly,  you 
must  contrive  to  be  in  the  shrubbery,  beneath  the 
east  wing  of  the  wall  that  sun'ounds  the  convent, 
at  the  day  and  hour  that  I  shall  select  when  I 
expect  that  Don  Cervantes  will  be  close  to  the 
spot  ready  to  aid  your  escape.  Should  the  j^lot 
fail,  I  have  no  prospect  of  your  deliverance,  for 
even  could  a  letter  be  conveyed  to  your  friends, 
and  they  were  to  present  themselves  at  the  gate  of 
the  monastery  to  demand  your  person,  you  would 
be  immediately  hurried  away  to  some  secure  place 
of  concealment ;  and  every  inmate,  acting  under 
the  powerful  influence  of  the  abbess,  would  posi- 
tively deny  all  knowledge  of  your  person  and  ex- 
istence ;  and  could  there  be  found  one  resolute 
enough  to  brave  her  displeasure  in  so  important 
an  affaii",  she  would  be  treated  as  a  maniac,  and 
probably  be  condemned  to  suffer  a  ngorous  im2:)ri- 
sonment  the  remainder  of  her  life." 


VOL.  II. 
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CHAPTER  IX. 


The  gratitude  of  Lucilla  towards  sister  Blanch 
for  these  proofs  of  her  confidence  and  regard  was 
unbounded  ;  and  by  her  direction  she  dictated  the 
letter,  which  Don  Cervantes  mentioned  to  Antonio 
as  having  received.  On  the  evening  of  the  day 
set  apart  for  the  attempt  Lucilla  w^andered,  with 
several  of  the  nuns,  among  the  beautiful  scenery 
of  the  gardens  ;  sister  Blanch,  in  the  meantime, 
contrived  to  secure  a  key  which  opened  a  small 
gate  leading  into  the  slu'ubbery,  on  the  east  side 
of  the  convent;  and  agTeeably  to  their  mutual 
arrangement,  Lucilla,  instead  of  returning  to  the 
convent,  loitered  in  the  walks  till  her  companions 
were  fairly  out  of  sight,  when  she  was  presently 
joined  by  her  new  friend,  who,  dissipating  her 
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fears,  seized  her  hand,  and,  exhausted  for  breath, 
they  reached  the  gate  m  safety-.  This  was  the 
boundary  of  the  gardens,  and  none  of  the  sister- 
hood ever  ventured  so  far  of  an  evening. 

"  Therefore,"  said  the  nun,  "  you  may  remain 
concealed  among  the  shrubs  of  the  out^r  wall, 
"without  fear  of  discovery.  As  soon  as  I  can  'gain 
access  to  the  gardens  in  the  morning,  unnoticed, 
I  shall  come  hither  to  ascertain  whether  you  have 
escaped ;  and  now,  may  the  Blessed  Virgin  pro- 
tect and  guide  your  steps  in  this  perilous  under- 
taking." 

Here  they  aft'ectionately  embraced,  and  with 
mutual  protestations  of  cordial  friendship,  sepa- 
rated. 

With  a  palpitating  heart,  Lucilla  hid  herself 
beneath  the  thick  foliage  of  the  embowering 
shade ;  and  nothing  but  the  urgency  of  tlie 
moment  reconciled  her  to  the  increasing  dark- 
ness and  awfid  silence  of  this  solitary  spot  Fear- 
ful of  moving,  lest  any  of  the  sisters  should  quit 
the  cloister  to  visit  these  recesses,  she  continued 
to  keep  her  seat,  without  changing  her  position, 
till  her  limbs  became  so  cramped  as  almost  to 
force  a  groan  from  her  lips ;  but  whilst  in  the  act 
of  rising  to  relieve  her  frame  from  such  a  painful 
inconvenience,  she  was  giatified  by  hearing  the 
L  2 
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clock,  from  the  turret  of  the  chapel,  strike  the 
hour  of  twelve.  At  the  same  instant,  a  noise  was 
heard  on  the  other  side  of  the  wall,  which  led  her 
to  hope  that  her  deliverance  was  at  hand;  nor 
was  she  mistaken — it  was  Cervantes,  w^ho  quickly 
made  his  appearance  on  the  top  of  the  inclosure. 
As  soon  as  Lucilla  found  herself  beyond  the  reach 
of  danger,  she  silently  offered  up  her  thanks  to 
Almighty  God  for  her  singular  escape.  But  now 
a  fresh  joerplexity  arose ;  she  was  going  she  knew 
not  Avhere,  and  with  a  stranger,  who  took  her  for 
another;  every  succeeding  mile,  she  conjectured, 
might  probably  w^iden  the  distance  between  her 
and  her  friends.  To  explain  the  affair,  she  felt 
was  impossible,  because  she  had  previously  made 
up  her  mind  not  to  return  to  Madrid,  lest  she 
should  again  fall  into  the  power  of  her  foes,  but 
to  seek  the  shelter  of  her  own  happy  home 
amongst  the  mountains.  The  secresy  which  she 
knew  must  be  observed  concerning  the  residence 
of  her  protector,  pointed  out  to  her  the  necessity 
of  leaving  Don  Cervantes  unobserved;  but  how- 
to  accomplish  this  design  she  knew  not,  when  for- 
tunately, they  stopped  to  change  horses,  and  her 
companion  descended  from  the  carriage,  with  a 
view  to  expedite  the  movements  of  the  postillions. 
8he  lost  no  time  in  trying  to  02:)en  the  door  on  the 
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opposite  side.  Her  excessive  trepidation  for  a 
moment  increased  the  difficulty  of  the  attempt; 
at  length,  however,  she  succeeded;  and  leaving 
on  the  seat  of  the  vehicle  the  letter,  which  Sister 
Blanch  had  requested  her  to  give  to  Don  Cer- 
vantes when  she  thought  proper,  as  it  contained 
an  explanation  of  the  whole  affair,  she  fled  just 
where  chance  happened  to  direct  her.  The  night 
had  been  rather  stormy,  but  the  clouds  were  now 
breaking,  and  the  sky  promised  to  usher  in  a  fair 
morning.  After  running  some  considerable  dis- 
tance, she  took  shelter  beneath  the  porch  of  a 
handsome  house.  Here  she  waited  in  trembling 
expectation  for  the  dawn  of  day,  which,  to  her 
great  joy,  soon  began  to  peep  from  the  immea- 
surable heights  of  heaven.  She  then  commenced 
her  travels  on  foot,  and  arrived,  without  interi'up- 
tion,  at  a  small  town  that  bordered  upon  a  forest. 
Few  persons  were  to  be  seen  except  the  post- 
lads,  who  were  looking  out  for  customers,  it  being 
as  yet  too  early  for  business.  Here  she  inquired 
how  far  distant  she  was  fromBarcelona.  The  answer 
was,  nineteen  leagues.  She  then  engaged  two  horses 
and  a  vehicle  to  take  her  to  the  next  post.  The 
order  was  obeyed  with  alacrity,  and  in  a  few 
minutes  all  was  in  readiness,  and  our  heroine  was 
wheeled  along  the  road  with  a  quickness  equal  to 


2*22  THE    OATH    OF   ALLEGIANCE. 

her  wishes.  The  postilUon  soon  reached  the 
place  of  his  destination,  and  Lucilla  having  paid 
the  sum  agreed  for,  hastened  to  hire  a  fresh  con- 
veyance, to  take  her  the  whole  way  to  Barcelona. 
While  the  carriage  was  preparing,  she  procured 
refreshments,  and  recommenced  her  journey  with 
hope  playing  about  her  heart,  and  her  thoughts 
bent  on  the  felicity  of  a  re-union  with  her  loved 
protector. 

To  one  who  had  just  escaped  from  the  power 
of  an  enemy,  and  from  an  irksome  confinement, 
how  genial  did  every  prospect  appear — the  ample 
woods,  the  hills  iiTadiated  with  the  lustre  of  the 
cheerful  sun,  the  profusion  of  fruits  and  herbage, 
the  revi\dng  orange  and  grateful  lemon,  blended 
with  the  luxuries  of  the  vintage,  and  hailed  by 
the  melody  of  a  thousand  birds,  were  charms  too 
precious  not  to  be  exhaled  with  delight,  and 
justly  prized  as  a  rich  banquet,  which  could  only 
be  rivalled  by  more  sublime  excellencies. 

Our  heroine  reached  Barcelona  in  perfect 
safety,  and  having  procured  a  change  of  di-ess, 
and  rested  a  few  hours,  she  continued  her  journey 
till  within  two  miles  of  the  duke's  residence. 
Prudence  suggested  the  idea  of  performing  this 
short  distance  on  foot,  every  step  of  the  way 
being  now  perfectly  familiar  to  her  recollection. 
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On  reaching  the  well-kno^^^l  gate,  her  emotions 
became  too  powerful  for  her  bodily  strength,  and 
the  moment  she  entered  the  court,  she  fell  to  the 
ground  and  fainted ;  and  in  this  situation  she  was 
found  by  Carlos,  who  happened  to  approach  the 
spot  at  the  same  instant ;  but  scarcely  could  this 
faithful  creature  credit  his  eyesight,  when  he 
recognised  in  the  senseless  female  the  features  of 
Donna  Lucilla.  Trembling  with  joy  and  sur- 
prise, yet  almost  fearful  she  was  dead,  he  bore 
her  exhausted  form  into  the  house,  and  quickly 
summoned  its  inmates  to  her  assistance. 

"  Oh,  my  beloved  child,"  said  the  duke,  clasp- 
ing one  of  her  cold  hands,  "  do  I  behold  thee 
once  more,  only  to  witness  thy  premature  death." 

"  Blessed  St.  Jago  be  praised  ! "  exclaimed 
Cai'los ;  "  my  dear  young  lady  is  recovering ;  she 
has  found  means  to  escape  from  her  enemies,  and 
has  probably  been  wandering  for  some  time  among 
those  foiTuidable  mountains,  in  search  of  your 
reverence's  dwelling." 

The  duke  was  inclined  to  coincide  with  the 
opinion  of  Carlos,  as  her  dress  and  pitiable  state 
betokened,  not  only  misfortune,  but  extraordinary 
fatigue.  She,  however,  revived,  and  received  the 
tender  caresses  of  her  friends  with  transport  and 
gratitude.     In  a  short  time,  she  was  able  to  nar- 


224  THE    OATH    OF    ALLEGIANCE. 

rate  to  the  amazed  diike  the  particulars  of  her 
captivity ;  but  to  her  mortification,  she  discovered 
that  she  had  left  the  last  letter,  of  him  who  had 
styled  himself  Alfonso,  in  her  cell  at  the  convent. 
What  the  duke's  sensations  were  during  the 
recital  is  easily  imagined;  conjectures  were  un- 
availing, as  this  affair,  like  his  early  sorrows,  was 
too  thickly  clothed  in  mystery  to  be  elucidated. 

Lucilla's  singular  adventm*es  proving  too  in- 
tricate and  fall  of  matter  to  be  the  subject  of  a 
letter,  the  duke  merely  informed  Don  Lewis  of 
her  being  happily  restored  to  his  protection,  and 
deferred  the  immediate  relation  till  he  should 
have  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  him. 
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CHAPTER  X. 


We  will  now  return  to  Antonio,  whose  mind,  for 
a  considerable  time  after  he  had  lost  sight  of 
^ladrid,  was  absorbed  in  the  delightful  idea  of  a 
promised  union  with  the  charming  Leonora.  Un- 
able to  withdraw  his  thoughts  from  a  subject  that 
strewed  his  present  path  with  the  roses  of  plea- 
sure, he  allowed  his  horse  to  walk  or  canter  as  it 
pleased.  After  travelling  at  this  slow  rate  for 
some  miles,  he  was  roused  from  his  reverie  by  the 
rapid  approach  of  a  horseman.  Antonio,  con- 
scious of  his  own  indolent  postin*e,  quickened  the 
pace  of  his  steed,  but  kept  puqoosely  on  one  side 
of  the  road,  to  give  the  traveller,  as  he  appeared 
in  such  haste,  an  opportunity  of  passing  him. 
Whoever  he  was,  hov^cver,  he  did  not  seem  in- 
L  3 
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clined  to  profit  by  our  hero's  politeness,  for  he 
suddenly  checked  his  steed,  and  silently  pursued 
his  way,  but  keeping  at  such  a  distance  as  to  pre- 
vent the  possibility  of  a  distinct  view  being  ob- 
tained of  his  person.  Presently  Antonio  put  the 
spur  to  his  horse's  side ;  it  set  off  full  gallop,  and 
he  thought  no  more  of  the  stranger.  At>the  close 
of  the  evening,  he  arrived  at  a  pleasant  village, 
where  a  fiiend  of  Don  Lewis's  resided,  to  whom 
he  presented  a  letter  written  by  that  nobleman ; 
and  here  our  hero  passed  the  night,  and  likewise 
left  his  horse,  intending  to  travel  post  the  re- 
mainder of  the  route.  Scarcely  had  he  got  three 
miles  from  the  place  in  the  morning,  ere  he  again 
saw  the  identical  stranger  whom  he  had  observed 
the  day  before,  but  keeping  precisely  the  same 
distance,  quickening  and  slackening  his  pace 
agreeably  to  the  movements  of  our  hero. 

"  What  can  the  man  mean,"  thought  he,  "  that 
he  thus  measures  his  time  by  mine  ?  If  his  busi- 
ness lies  the  same  road,  it  is  odd  that  our  motions 
are  so  punctually  in  unison." 

In  this  manner  our  hero  advanced  upon  his 
journey,  sometimes  crossing  a  lofty  hill,  some- 
times descending  into  a  valley,  but  still  followed 
by  the  singular  unknown.  On  arriving  at  Bar- 
celona, he  flattered  himself  that  he  should  now 
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be  rid  of  such  a  nuisance.  However,  on  our  hero's 
continuing  his  progress  from  this  city,  he  was 
again  annoyed  by  the  same  being,  who,  from 
some  motive,  seemed  determined  to  keep  him  in 
view.  Several  times  Antonio  was  half  incUned  to 
rush  towards  him  and  demand  his  reasons  for 
such  extraordinary-  behaviour ;  but  as  he  did  not 
at  any  time  approach  near  enough  for  his  conduct 
to  be  termed  insulting,  he  had  no  pretext  to  in- 
terrupt him  ;  he  therefore  was  obliged  to  submit 
to  the  disagreeable  necessity,  and  press  forward 
without  taking  notice  of  the  circumstance,  except 
by  an  occasional  glance  which  he  now  and  then 
cast  towards  liim. 

When  om*  hero  arrived  within  half  a  mile  of 
the  pass,  which  led  directly  to  the  duke's  man- 
sion, he  took  the  precaution  to  dismiss  the  post- 
lad  and  his  beasts,  and  commenced  pedesti'ian, 
as  Lucilla  had  done  before  him ;  and  to  his  gi'eat 
relief,  he  who,  as  his  shadow,  had  besieged  his 
path  for  so  many  leagues,  was  now  nowhere  to  be 
seen. 

The  evening  was  fast  closing  in ;  and  though 
Antonio  had  no  great  predilection  for  so  lonely  a 
walk,  yet  his  impatience  to  embrace  liis  friends 
would  not  suffer  him  to  relinquish  his  design  of 
seeing  them  as  early  as  possible.     In  his  way 
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thither,  he  fancied  several  times  that  he  heard 
footsteps,  and  once  thought  he  saw  the  figure  of 
a  man  moving  obscurely  in  the  distance  behind 
him;  but  for  the  most  part  occupied  with  his 
own  reflections,  he  paid  little  attention  to  the 
probability  of  such  an  event,  as  many  cottages, 
in  peaceful  security,  were  scattered  over  different 
parts  of  the  mountains,  and  it  was  by  no  means 
unlikely  but  some  of  their  inmates  might  be  in 
quest  of  a  strayed  sheep,  or  a  tame  goat,  as  was 
often  the  case.  Be  that  as  it  might,  he  reached, 
without  molestation,  the  abode  endeared  to  him 
by  the  most  tender  recollections. 

The  duke  and  Lucilla  were  yet  sitting  over 
their  evening  chocolate,  when  Carlos,  in  breath- 
less haste,  rushed  into  the  room,  exclaiming,  in 
broken  accents — 

"  Oh,  your  reverence !  blessed  St.  Jago  !  my 
dear  young  master " 

"  What  of  him  r"  inquired  the  duke,  starting 
up  in  the  gi'eatest  alarm ;  but  as  the  words  fell 
fi'om  his  lips,  the  object  of  his  constant  anxiety 
was  at  his  feet. 

No  pen  can  do  justice  to  the  overflowings  of  a 
father's  heart  at  this  moment,  or  the  chaste  de- 
light of  her  who  considered  herself  a  sister ;  and 
nothing   was   to   be   heard,  for   some   time,  but 
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mutual  inquiries  and  congi-atulations.  Gillette, 
as  usual,  came  in  for  her  share  of  these  reciprocal 
pleasures,  as  both  Lucilla  and  Antonio  were  still 
the  objects  of  her  warmest  regards.  Nor  was 
Carlos,  it  may  be  supposed,  forgotten  on  this 
occasion ;  nor  old  Bastro  and  Una,  who,  in  spite 
of  their  advanced  age,  were  able  to  express  their 
happiness  by  a  song  and  a  caper. 

Antonio,  on  hearing  Lucilla's  adventures,  in- 
dignantly affirmed  that  the  affair  ought  to  be  laid 
before  Philip,  that  the  authors  of  so  daring  an 
injury  might  be  discovered,  and  brought  to  con- 
dign punishment. 

"  Were  such  a  course  resorted  to,  my  son," 
replied  the  duke,  "  the  issue  would  be  exti'emely 
doubtful.  Besides,  such  a  proceeding  might  give 
rise  to  others,  which  might  ultimately  endanger 
the  safety  still  more  of  those  whose  fortimes  are 
as  yet  uncertain." 

That  these  words  had  a  reference  to  their  own 
destiny  neither  Antonio  nor  Lucilla  hesitated  to 
believe,  and  they  again  indulged  a  vague  hope 
that  the  duke  would  be  more  explicit  on  a  subject 
that  so  often  occupied  their  thoughts.  The  duke, 
it  must  be  owned,  had  some  inclination  to  reveal 
the  circumstances  of  their  biith,  and  the  fatal 
reasons  of  his  own  long  seclusion,  but  the  fears 
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of  a  father  still  withheld  the  disclosure.  The  lofty 
mind  of  Antonio,  he  conjectured,  could  ill  brook 
the  degrading  knowledge  of  their  mutual  wrongs, 
for  though,  in  obedience  to  his  injunctions,  imited 
to  his  own  illustrious  virtues,  he  might  never 
swerve  from  that  loyalt}'  and  patriotism  which 
had  been  the  glorious  motto  of  his  successful 
career,  yet,  when  in  possession  of  the  facts,  his 
honourable  heart  must  receive  impressions  hostile 
to  its  peace.  Nor  could  he  resolve  to  shock  the  in- 
nocent and  equally  dignified  Lucilla  by  a  disclosure 
of  her  unfortunate  mother's  frailty  and  most  un- 
timely death.  "  Then  rest  in  happy  ignorance, 
my  childi-en,"  said  the  duke  to  himself,  as  he  thus 
weighed  the  consequences  of  an  explanation, "and 
let  not  an  imprudent  candour  on  my  part  pei^plex 
and  wound  your  tender  bosoms.  The  duke  read 
their  wishes  in  their  looks;  but,  with  a  sigh,  he  in- 
ti'oduced  another  topic  foreign  to  the  unwelcome 
truth,  yet  infinitely  pleasing  to  his  auditors,  whose 
affection  at  all  times  was  charmed  with  the  per- 
suasive language  of  their  reverend  monitor. 

Three  weeks  of  cheerfulness  and  repose  had 
now  glided  away,  and  had  been  distinguished  by 
all  the  engaging  duties  of  mutual  friendship  and 
affection,  when  one  afternoon  the  sound  of  horses 
feet,  followed  by  an  imusual  knocking  at  the  gate, 
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announced  some  >isitors.  As  Don  Lewis  and 
Donna  Leonora  were  daily  expected,  the  inmates 
of  the  mansion  naturally  supposed  it  was  tliem, 
and  accordingly  hastened  with  inexpressible  plea- 
sure to  greet  their  amval.  Carlos,  who  was  de- 
lighted with  the  idea  of  such  an  addition  to  their 
little  society,  hiuried  with  light  heels  and  light 
heart  to  admit  the  friends  of  those  he  dearly 
loved;  but,  for  the  iii'st  time,  the  bolt  seemed 
reluctant  to  quit  its  liold. 

"  Ah !  bless  your  reverence,"  said  Carlos,  in 
answer  to  some  remark  of  the  duke,  "  this  is 
always  the  case,  the  more  haste  the  less  speed, 
which  is  rather  unfortimate  just  now,  considering 
it  is  my  province  equally  to  admit  a  friend  or  shut 
out  a  foe." 

The  bolt  this  moment  yielded  to  his  efforts^ 
the  gate  flew  open,  and  Philip,  with  twelve  of  his 
followers,  advanced  into  the  court.  Consternation 
and  sm-prise  chained  our  family  to  the  spot,  whilst 
the  king,  rivetting  his  gaze  upon  the  trembling 
duke,  exclaimed — 

"  We  comteously  crave  your  hospitality,  holy 
father,  as  we  are  fainting  beneath  the  toils  of  the 
chase.  Affairs  of  state  having  required  our  pre- 
sence at  the  neighbouring  city,  prompted  by 
curiosity,  we  urged  our  coursers  to  a  rural  hunt 
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among  these  mountains.  Experience,  liowever,  has 
proved  our  inability  to  sustain  the  fatigue  of  a 
long  pursuit  where  rugged  heights  and  barbarous 
depths  abound ;  we  therefore  have  no  resource  but 
to  become  your  guests  for  a  few  hours." 

The  duke,  as  well  as  his  confusion  would  allow, 
made  a  suitable  reply  to  this  artful  address.  The 
king  then  directing  his  attention  towards  our  hero, 
who  bent  his  knee  with  the  cordial  affection  of  a 
loyal  heart,  expressed  his  satisfaction  at  seeing 
him  the  companion  of  so  holy  a  man. 

The  sarcastic  smile  that  accompanied  these 
words  did  not  escape  the  notice  of  the  duke,  and 
while  his  breast  groaned  with  anxiety,  he  led  the 
way,  apparently  with  a  serene  countenance,  to  the 
saloon ;  but  Lucilla  had  disappeared  to  assist  the 
astonished  domestics  in  preparing  refreshments 
for  the  royal  retinue.  In  the  meantime,  these 
unwelcome  visitors  reclined  in  luxuriant  ease  on 
the  seats  which  were  placed  for  their  accommo- 
dation; and  as  soon  as  the  board  was  spread,  all 
with  a  gay  air  partook  of  the  repast  save  Philip, 
and  he,  with  a  thoughtful  brow,  and  looks  that 
bordered  on  melancholy,  declined  the  invitation 
of  his  host;  and  not  till  the  covers  were  removed 
did  he  resume  that  cheerfulness  and  condescen- 
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sion  that  gave  his  expressive  features  an  air  of 
peculiar  majesty. 

Drawing  his  chair  familiarly  towards  the  duke's, 
he  discoursed  on  various  subjects,  but  ever  and 
anon  scrutinized  his  countenance  with  remarkable 
intenseness.  At  length,  putting  his  hand  beneath 
his  robe,  he  drew  forth  his  purse,  and  giving  it  into 
the  duke's  hand,  he  said,  with  strong  emphasis, 
"  What  do  you  think  of  this  gewgaw,  reverend 
father? — don't  you,  vdih  myself,  admire  the  sin- 
gularity of  its  workmanship?'' 

If  the  duke  was  before  ill  able  to  disguise  his 
emotions,  it  was  now  utterly  impossible  to  sup- 
press them  ;  for  had  the  earth  gaped  as  a  sepul- 
chre, and  chaos  quenched  the  radiant  orbs  of 
heaven,  his  mind  could  scarcely  have  sustained  a 
greater  shock.  With  blanched  cheeks  and  quiver- 
ing lips,  and  with  eyes  that  flashed  the  horror,  the 
amazement,  and  distraction  of  his  soid,  he  gazed 
upon  the  fatal  and  well-known  characters  of  the 
piuse.  Vainly  he  attempted  to  retain  the  horrid 
prize — it  fell  from  his  clammy  hand,  and  his 
writhing  form  at  once  explained  his  weakness 
and  his  terrors. 

Philip  rose  from  his  seat,  so  did  his  followers; 
but  the  petrified  duke,  unable  to  support  his  frame, 
kept  his. 
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"  When  treason,  with  audacious  front,"  said  the 
king,  in  a  deep,  hollow  voice,  "  avoids  by  flight  its 
proper  punishment,  we  marvel  much  that  Heaven 
winks  at  the  atrocious  fact;  but,  as  man  can  cal- 
culate the  devious  progress  of  the  restless  comet, 
so  in  the  end  can  lynx-eyed  justice  discern  the 
fated  track  that  leads  to  the  abode  of  guilt.  The 
wrongs  of  Philip  need  no  vouchers  to  confiiin 
them,  for  that  timorous,  shaking  form,  that  ghastly 
countenance,  proclaim  the  ignoble  truth  as  if  an 
angel  spoke.  Presuming  on  our  injured  faith  and 
high  prerogative,  we  consign  over  to  the  awfiil  um- 
pire of  the  most  holy  Inquisition  this  reverend  father, 
or,  in  more  conclusive  language,  Anthony  Perez, 
Duke  of  Aranda.  We  further  command  the  arrest 
of  every  individual  belonging  to  his  household ; 
but  it  is  our  royal  pleasure  that  they  be  conveyed 
to  Madrid,  and  merely  placed  under  a  strong^ 
guard  till  the  courts  of  equitj^  decide  his  fate. 

The  horror-struck  Antonio  threw  himself  at  the 
king's  feet. 

"  Not  for  myself  do  I  presume  to  plead,"  he 
exclaimed;  "  but,  oh,  my  gracious  sovereign, -I 
humbly  plead  for  that  dear  man,  who  has  from 
my  earliest  infancy  instilled  into  my  breast  the 
noblest  ideas  of  attachment  and  loyalty  towards 
your  majesty's  person  and  government.    Let  your 


THE    OATH    OF    ALLEGIANCE.  235 

majesty's  merciful  candour  bear  \\4tness  to  the  fair 
memorials  of  my  warlike  fame,  to  the  bright  tro- 
phies of  my  unstained  honour,  that  owe  their  lusti'e 
to  the  incomparable  precepts  of  that  dear  being. 
And,  oh,  my  beauteous  sister,  must  she,  too,  in  all 
her  matchless  worth " 

Here  a  grief  too  mighty  for  his  wounded  heart 
to  bear  impeded  his  further  utterance. 

The  duke,  recoveiing  from  his  temporary  stupor, 
started  fi'om  his  seat,  saying,  proudly,  "  Thou 
knowest,  gi*eat  sovereign,  that  in  my  youth  I  was 
a  renowned  wan-ior ;  that  I  was  the  beloved  friend 
and  the  companion  in  arms  of  thy  illustrious  sire  ; 
that  I  was  proclaimed  a  hero,  and  returned  from 
the  field  with  my  laurels  unsullied  by  a  single  un- 
worthy action;  but  it  is  the  will  of  God  that  I 
should  suffer.  Yet  the  sharpness  of  my  affliction 
is  alleviated  by  conscious  innocence,  and  in  my 
inflexible  fidelity  to  the  royal  Charles — in  my  un- 
equalled attachment  to  his  illustrious  house,  I 
read  the  consolation  that  will  enliven  the  gloomy 
walls  of  my  prison.  To  the  joint  protection  of  my 
Almighty  Father  and  my  country  I  commit  the 
preqious  objects  of  my  care,  together  with  my  most 
faitliful  and  helpless  domestics." 

These  words  melted  the  hearts  of  severnl  of  the 
king's  attendants,  but   Philip   himself  remained 
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unmoved,  and  neither  heeded  the  pathetic  appeal 
of  Antonio,  nor  the  pious  resignation  of  his  sire;  a 
stern  and  settled  revenge,  dictated  by  a  furious 
jealousy,  inexorably  closed  his  heart  against  com- 
passion, and  his  victims  Avere  all  taken  into 
custody. 

"  One  last  embrace,  one  tender  farewell,"  ex- 
claimed Lucilla,  frantically  clasping  the  duke's 
knees.  "  But  go,  thou  most  exalted  and  most 
injured  being — go  to  the  ignominious  residence 
assigned  thee  by  a  grateful  sovereign." 

"  Rash  girl !"  exclaimed  the  alarmed  duke.  But 
Lucilla  was  not  to  be  awed  by  the  fear  of  her  own 
personal  safety ;  she  fixed  a  piercing  and  indig- 
nant glance  on  the  king's  countenance.  Like  a 
retributive  stroke,  it  sunk  into  his  very  soul,  and 
hastily  waving  his  hand,  he  gave  the  signal  for 
retiring  from  that  mansion  which  he  had  made  a 
scene  of  frightful  confusion.  Six  of  his  followers 
were  left  to  escort  the  unhappy  prisoners  to  the 
place  of  their  destination,  and  vehicles  w^ere  pro- 
cured for  that  purpose  from  the  neighbouring  post- 
house.  Carlos  and  Gillette,  drowned  in  tears, 
sobbed  out  a  mournful  adieu  to  their  disconsolate 
superiors,  whose  sorrows  and  humiliating  situation 
engendered  pangs  in  their  faithful  bosoms  worse 
than  death. 
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The  duke  was  conveyed  in  a  carriage  to  the 
Inquisition  at  Valladolid,  and  Philip  and  his  court 
took  up  their  residence  in  that  city  till  the  issue  of 
his  trial  was  known.  The  duke,  whilst  shut  up  in  his 
solitary  dungeon,  pondered  on  the  many  unhap];)y 
circumstances  of  his  short  life.  Philip's  extraor- 
dinary enmity  towards  himself  had,  from  its  earliest 
date,  ever  been  a  matter  of  surprise  as  well  as 
regret;  but  he  had  escaped  from  the  effects  of  his 
black  ingratitude,  and  for  years  had  buried  him- 
self and  his  injuries  among  mountains  remote 
from  the  society  of  his  equals.  Severe  mental 
sufferings  had  now  weakened  his  nerves  and  en- 
feebled his  body ;  his  sole  dependence  then  for 
su2)port,  under  his  present  calamity,  was  his  inno- 
cence, and  the  natural  piety  of  his  own  heart — that 
heart,  however,  when  the  children  of  his  affection 
rose  to  his  recollection,  bled  in  every  pore;  they 
were  now  involved  in  his  disgrace,  and  in  the  event 
of  his  falling  a  victim  to  Philip's  malevolence, 
there  was  every  probability  of  their  sharing  the 
same  fate. 

At  length  the  duke  was  summoned  before  the 
tribunalof  his  judges,  and  to  all  the  various  ques- 
tions which  they  put  to  him,  and  which  were 
intended  more  to  peq^lex  his  judgment  than 
satisfy  the  ends  of  justice,  he  answered  in  a  way 
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that  couviuced  the  members  of  his  innocence ;  but 
PhiUp  dictated  the  proceedings — he  was  therefore 
found  guilty,  and  condemned  to  be  burnt  alive  in 
the  large  square  of  Valladolid.^ 

On  the  morning  appointed  for  the  execution  of 
the  sentence,  Phili])  rose  from  his  couch,  his  mind 
harassed  by  the  dreams  of  horror  that  had  dis- 
tiurbed  his  repose  throughout  the  night.  After  his 
attendants  had  apparelled  his  person,  he  cleared 
the  room,  and  waited,  as  was  his  custom,  for  the 
appeaiance  of  his  confessor.  In  a  few  minutes,  the 
aged  monk  tottered  into  the  apartment,  and  ad- 
vancing up  to  Philip,  presented  a  roll  of  parch- 
ment to  his  acceptance,  and  then,  with  folded  arms 
and  eyes  bent  upon  an  ivorj-  crucifix,  he  awaited 
in  moumfid  silence  the  commands  of  his  sove- 
reign. 

Scarcely  had  Philip  glanced  his  eyes  over  the 
scroll,  ere  he  had  struck  his  breast  with  a  pas- 
sionate exclamation — 

"  Powerful  God  I  accept  my  thanks  for  this  thy 
mercifid  intei-position.  Injured  Perez,  noble  Duke 
of  Aranda,  friend  of  the  royal  Charles,  canst  thou 
forgive  thy  sovereign:" 

The   confessor   sunk   upon   his  knees.    "  Ha ! 

*  During  the  reign  of  Philip,  several  noblemen  were  burnt 
for  heresy  in  the  square  of  Valladolid. 
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"what  do  I  hear :  momentous  words !  Most  gra- 
cious sire." 

"  Away  to  the  inquisitors,"  said  the  king,  in 
hurried  accents ;  "  summon  them  hither  with- 
out delay.  Good  father,  be  expeditious ;  the  life 
of  innocence  hangs  on  the  importance  of  a  mo- 
ment." 

The  monk  instantly  disappeared,  and  the  self- 
convicted  monarch,  with  impatient  gestures,  tra- 
versed his  apartment  to  and  iio  ;  remorse  and  pity 
mingled  with  his  passions. 

"  Yes,  Heaven,"  he  cried,  "  protects  the  guilt- 
less breast,  but  wars  with  him  that  wields  a  bloody 
sceptre." 

In  less  than  half-an-liour,  the  grim  superiors  of 
the  Inquisitorial  court  entered  the  royal  j^resence, 
when  the  king,  with  due  respect,  briefly  explained 
to  them  the  reasons  of  his  hasty  summons,  de- 
claring that  he  held  in  his  hand  ample  proofs  of 
the  duke's  innocence  ;  adding,  "  The  sentence  of 
death  must  be  revoked,  or  Philip  will  be  ti-ans- 
formed  into  an  assassin  ;  but  liberate  him  not  till 
the  royal  signet  warrants  the  j^roceeding."  The 
members  bowed  obedience,  and  withdrew. 

Philip  now  sat  down  to  a  hasty  repast;  and 
after  transacting  the  business  of  the  state,  he 
entered  his  carnage,  in  company  with  his  con- 
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fessor,  who  had  filled  that  honourable  office  for 
more  than  fifteen  years,  and  took  the  route  to 
Uzeda.  As  the  Duke  of  Alva  was  still  confined 
in  the  castle  of  that  town,  the  reverend  father  natu- 
rally concluded  that  his  majesty  intended  him  the 
favour  of  a  visit,  with  the  view  of  liberating  him 
from  the  restraints  of  a  prison.  Impressed  with 
this  idea,  he  beheld  the  royal  vehicle  advancing 
up  to  its  gates  with  considerable  satisfaction,  the 
charitableness  of  his  disposition  leading  him  to 
delight  in  peace  rather  than  war. 

As  soon  as  Philip  entered  the  castle,  he  held  a 
private  conference  with  the  governor,  and  at- 
tended by  him  and  two  of  the  guards,  proceeded 
to  cross  a  gallery,  remote  fiom  the  principal  part 
of  the  building. 

In  a  few  minutes,  they  paused  at  a  door,  con- 
fined by  an  iron  bar,  which  was  immediately  re- 
moved, and  a  ponderous  key  being  then  placed 
in  a  lock  of  peculiar  construction,  the  door  grated 
on  its  heavy  hinges,  and  the  king  entered  a  lofty 
apartment,  plainly  but  comfortably  furnished.  A 
lady,  whose  loose  and  dark  drapery  announced  a 
situation  not  often  disturbed  by  visitors,  was  sit- 
ting at  a  table,  her  head  resting  upon  her  hand, 
and  apparently  not  at  all  conscious  that  any  per- 
son was  so  near  her.     Philip  had  entered  unat- 
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tended,  having  left  his  confessor  in  the  gallery  ; 
he  now  closed  the  door,  the  noise  of  which  roused 
the  female  from  her  reverie.  She  turned  her 
head,  and  gave  to  his  view  a  countenance  per- 
fectly unknown;  but  captivating,  and  pale  as  the 
snows  on  the  summits  of  Lapland.  For  a  moment, 
the  confused  monarch  surveyed  her  in  profound 
silence.   At  length  he  exclaimed — 

"  I  am  consti'ained,  madam,  to  acknowledge 
the  2^ainful  truth  of  your  imprisonment  for  a  long- 
series  of  years  ;  I  am  now  come  hither  to  redress 
your  wrongs,  and  repair  the  fatal  error  of  such 
unworthy  treatment.  Your  sufferings  are  over, 
your  liberation  near." 

The  lady  burst  into  tears  of  joy. 

"  Noble  stranger,  by  what  appellation  must 
I  distinguish  the  messenger  of  such  happy 
tidings  V 

*'  /  am  the  Kinrj  /" 

The  lady  prostrated  herself  before  him  — 

"  The  king !  Great  God,  is  this  a  vision  r  Has 
my  inexorable  tyrant  confessed  his  cruel  trea- 
chery r" 

Philip  courteously  raised  her  from  her  humble 
posture. 

"  I  am  not  surprised,  madam,  at  your  emotions. 
You  had  a  sister " 

VOL.  II.  M 
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"  I  ^vas  once  so  fortunate,  royal  sir ;  but  woe 
the  day,  she  fell  the  victim  of  a  lover's  falsehood. 
These  are  her  angel  features  (and  here  she  drew 
a  small  miniatm'e  picture  fi'om  her  bosom),  which 
too  often  have  been  watered  with  my  mourning 
tears." 

A  pang  of  agony  shot  through  the  throbbing 
bosom  of  Philip,  as  he  surveyed  the  likeness,  which 
at  once  confirmed  the  stubborn  fact  of  his  own 
credulity  and  baseness. 

"  Your  sorrows  have  been  many,"  he  replied ; 
"  but,  with  Heaven's  high  will,  this  hour  tenninates 
them  all.  Lean  on  my  arm,  madam,  and  allow 
me  to  conduct  you  to  freedom,  to  your  husband, 
and  yoiu'  children,  who  yet  live  to  jDour  a  balm 
into  your  wounds." 

"Ah!  do  those  tender  objects  stillliver  Pardon 
my  transports,  gracious  sovereign, — nature  faints 
beneath  the  weight  of  so  many  blessings." 

And  here  the  unfortunate  lady  did  indeed  sink 
into  a  chair,  nearly  insensible,  her  sweet  counte- 
nance exhibiting  almost  the  ghastly  expression  of 
a  corpse. 

The  king,  alarmed,  hastily  summoned  his  con- 
fessor, who,  agreeably  to  his  orders,  was  within 
hearing.  Penetrated  with  surprise,  the  holy  father 
approached  the  overjoyed  fair  one,  who  re\'ived 
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only  to  be  subject  to  a  new  amazement ;  keenly 
the  monk  scnitinized  her  features. 

"  If  age  had  not  weakened  my  sight,"  he  ex- 
claimed, in  a  convulsive  tone,  "or  bitter  throes 
relaxed  the  powers  of  my  memory,  I  should  pro- 
noimce  this  respected  lady  the  Duchess  of -li'anda." 
So  sapng,  he  threw  back  his  hood.  "  Angels  of 
light  !  nature  cannot  err — it  is — it  is  my  child,  my 
Victoria." 

She  fell  into  his  extended  arms  ;  for  in  the 
venerable  face  exposed  to  her  view,  as  well  as  in 
the  accents  of  his  voice,  she  recognised  her  father, 
Don  Fernando  Conzula.  Shame,  sminise,  and 
pity  suffused  the  countenance  of  Philip  with  the 
deepest  crimson ;  he  covered  his  face  with  his 
mantle,  and  awaited  in  silence  the  conclusion  of  a 
scene,  of  which  till  now  he  had  not  the  remotest 
conception. 

After  a  few  minutes  allowed  to  the  joy  and  sur- 
prise of  such  a  meeting,  the  confessor  addi-essed 
Philip  on  the  subject  of  his  daughter's  imprison- 
ment; but  the  distressed  monarch  declined,  for 
the  present,  all  explanation;  and  the  duchess, 
covering  herself  with  her  veil,  was  placed  in  the 
carriage  between  her  father  and  her  sovereign, 
and  in  this  manner  they  reached  the  royal  palace 
at  Valladolid. 

M  -2 
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Philip,  eager  to  repair  the  fatal  effects  of  his 
errors,  immediately  on  his  arrival  signed  the  re- 
lease of  the  Duke  of  Aranda;  but  fearing  the 
consequences  of  an  abrupt  disclosure  of  the  late 
events,  he  sent  his  confessor  to  him,  as  an  indi- 
vidual well  qualified  to  reveal  their  import  with 
all  possible  tenderness  and  caution  ;  at  the  same 
time  he  gave  an  order  for  the  dismission  of  a 
more  humble  j^ersonage,  who  had  likewise  fallen 
beneath  his  displeasure,  and  had  been  detained 
in  the  prison  of  the  Inquisition  for  some  months  ; 
but  who  was  now  to  accompany  the  duke  and  the 
confessor  to  the  palace,  as  her  evidence  was  ne- 
cessary to  his  views. 

No  sooner  had  the  confessor  departed  on  his 
pleasing  mission,  than  Philip  despatched  a  trusty 
messenger  for  the  immediate  liberation  and  atten- 
dance of  Antonio  and  Lucilla,  together  with  the 
duke's  domestics,  who  had  severally  been  held  in 
custody  from  the  time  of  their  arrest. 

In  the  interim,  the  duke  received  the  intelli- 
gence of  his  surprising  change  of  fortune  with  that 
joy  which  such  a  circumstance  was  likely  to  create, 
and  which,  in  fact,  was  a  greater  trial  to  his  forti- 
tude than  all  his  preceding  misfortunes.  Pale, 
and  somewhat  emaciated,  he  entered  the  king's 
presence,  and  would  have  fallen  at  his  feet. 
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^'  Xo,  my  dear  duke,"  exclaimed  Philip,  catching 
him  in  his  anus  and  embracing  him,  "such  a  mark 
of  respect  from  injured  virtue  at  this  moment 
would  only  heighten  my  confusion,  and  be  a  far- 
ther reproach  to  him  who  has  heaped  such  unheard- 
of  vrrongs  upon  thy  head.  These  words  will  be 
deemed  by  some  a  too  unqualified  deviation  from 
the  dignity  of  a  sovereign  ;  but  tiiuh  is  imj^erative, 
and  though  we  may  stifle  her  ciies,  we  cannot 
silence  her  claims.  The  glitter  of  a  monarch's  crown 
may  atti*act  the  eyes  of  the  vidgar;  but  if  the  pearl 
of  wisdom  be  wanting  amongst  its  jewels,  justice 
languishes  on  his  sceptre,  and  faction,  armed  Vvith 
a  sword,  sits  in  the  gate  of  his  court." 

Passing  over  the  affecting  interview  between 
the  duke  and  his  consort,  we  will  attend  those  so 
intimately  connected  with  them  to  Valladolid. 
Antonio  and  Lucilla  were  both  placed  in  one  car- 
riage, the  domestics  in  another. 

"  Alas  I  my  dear  brother,"  said  the  weeping  Lu- 
cilla, leaning  her  head  upon  his  bosom,  "  what  can 
this  sudden  removal  predict  ?  Pcrhaj^s  we  are  on 
cur  way  to  the  dungeons  of  the  Inquisition,  or  pro- 
bably to  witness  the  last  dying  sti'uggle  of  our 
murdered  protector." 

"  Holy  Mary  forbid  that  tlie  hand  of  injustice 
should  shed  the  blood  of  so  virtuous  a  man,"  re- 
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turned  our  hero,  crossing  himself,  with  a  look  of 
agony  at  such  a  suggestion. 

"  Would  you  believe  it,"  said  Lucilla,  "  much 
as  I  love  that  dear  being,  I  cannot  hate  the 
author  of  his  present  calamity  ;  I  cannot  hate  the 
king." 

"  Hate  the  king !"  exclaimed  Antonio  ;  ''  no  ; 
rather  follow  the  loyal  example  of  him  whose  last 
sigh,  though  breathed  upon  the  rack,  would  ex- 
haust itself  in  a  duteous  blessing  on  the  head  of 
his  sovereign,  to  whose  august  will,  as  far  as  re- 
lates to  myself,  I  am  likewise  resigned,  and  what- 
ever it  pleaseth  him  to  do,  to  that  will  I  submit." 

On  the  carriages  stopping  at  the  palace  of  Val- 
ladolid,  both  Antonio  and  Lucilla  were  surprised 
at  so  unlooked-for  a  circumstance. 

*•  What  can  this  possibly  mean  r"  said  the 
latter,  in  a  whisper.  "  I  am  bewildered ;  I  tremble 
with  the  multiplicity  of  my  own  ideas." 

Antonio  was  himself  too  much  under  the  influ- 
ence of  conjectui'e  to  reply,  and  they  were  both, 
after  the  usual  announcement,  speedily  ushered 
into  the  presence  of  the  king ;  they  knelt  before 
him,  and,  crossing  their  hands  upon  their  bosoms, 
awaited  the  monarch's  pleasiue  in  respectful 
silence. 

Philip   could   not   now   gaze    on  two    beings. 
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adonied  with  all  the  graces  of  worth  and  beautj', 
without  considerable  emotion. 

"  You  have  nothing  to  fear,  my  children,"  he 
exclaimed,  in  a  consoling  and  even  tender  voice  ; 
*'  let  this  courtesy  ('extending  a  hand  to  each)  prove 
the  triumph  of  virtue,  and  the  affectionate  esteem 
of  your  sovereign.'' 

Antonio  and  Lucilla,  with  a  mixture  of  joy  and 
amazement,  imprinted  a  kiss  on  the  hand  held  out 
to  then-  acceptance,  bathing  the  caress  with  a  tear 
of  sacred  feeling,  which  Philip  knew  well  how  to 
appreciate. 

In  a  few  words  he  explained  to  them  the  seve- 
ral events  we  have  recorded ;  and  then  conducting 
them  to  an  adjoining  apartment,  where  sat  the 
Duke  and  Duchess  of  Aranda,  and  also  their  vene- 
rable father  (Philip's  confessor),  he  exclaimed— 

"As  some  small  atonement  for  the  ignominious 
treatment  which  the  illustrious  house  of  Aranda 
has  sustained  fi*om  the  hand  of  injustice,  we  this 
day  restore  to  yom*  hopes  two  lovely  beings  whose 
high  qualities  and  reputation  bear  a  just  similitude 
to  their  mat<?hless  parents." 

The  scene  which  followed  these  words  no  pen 
can  delineate,  since  it  includes  all  that  is  valuable 
and  interesting  in  private  life,  all  that  is  dear  to 
the  devoted  affections  of  the  heart.  To  find  in  the 


248  THE    OATH    OF    ALLEGIANCE. 

venerable  Father  Austin,  -whom  he  had  ever  most 
tenderly  loved,  a  natural  parent,  was  to  Antonio  a 
subject  of  the  greatest  astonishment  and  delight, 
while  his  mind  was  equally  affected  with  the  know- 
ledge that  he  had  a  mother  still  living,  and  that 
he  beheld  in  that  mother  the  Duchess  of  Aranda; 
in  short,  to  find  himself  suddenly  in  possession  of 
high  rank  and  illustrious  kindred  were  to  him 
those  kind  of  extraordinary  blessings  of  which  his 
mind  before  had  no  conception. 

"  And  art  thou  indeed  my  mother  likewise  r" 
exclaimed  Lucilla,  as  she  contemplated  the  fea- 
tures of  the  duchess,  which  she  thought  did  not 
bear  the  slightest  resemblance  to  the  picture 
which  the  duke  had  presented  to  her  as  the  like- 
ness of  her  mother. 

"  Thou  art  dear  to  me  in  all  respects  as  a 
daughter,"  returned  the  duchess,  "  but  I  had  not 
the  happiness  to  bring  so  lovely  a  being  into  the 
world.  All  concealments,  however,  must  cease. 
Thou  art  the  child  of  my  deceased  sister,  Isabella, 
who  fell  a  victim  to  the  arts  of  a  cruel  seducer, 
who,  I  suspect,  disguised  his  real  name  beneath 
the  assumed  one  of  Don  Pedro  Montilla." 

The  king  started  convulsively,  and  rushed  from 
the  apartment,  and  calling  to  his  attendants,  de- 
sired them  to  bring  before  him  the  female  pii- 
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soner  v>ho  had  been  conveyed  thither  from  the 
dungeons  of  the  Inquisition.  The  woman  was 
rntioduced  into  the  room  without  being  at  all 
aware  of  the  quality  of  the  king,  who  stood  \^'ith 
his  back  towards  her  when  slie  entered,  but  he 
now  abruptly  presented  his  face  to  her  view;  she 
gave  a  terrific  scream. 

«  Oh,  God!  oh,  holy  Mary!  Don  Pedro  Mon- 
tilla  again !" 

"  Cease  your  clamour,  woman,"  said  the  king, 
sternly,  "  and  answer  my  interrogations." 

He  then  put  to  her  several  questions  concern- 
ing the  unfortunate  Isabella.  The  duenna  (for 
our  readers  will  perceive  it  was  she)  answered  as 
v»ell  as  her  fiiglit  would  allow  her,  but  her  state- 
ment, in  which  she  portrayed  the  tender  affec- 
tion of  Isabella  for  himself,  her  sufferings,  and 
the  beautiful  infant  whose  birth  undermined  the 
2)owers  of  her  existence,  deeply  affected  the  mind 
of  Philip. 

He  now  re-entered  the  room  he  had  quitted, 
taking  vvith  him  the  duenna;  the  amazement  of 
the  latter  may  be  readily  conceived  at  being  thus 
strangely  and  unexpectedly  introduced  to  persons 
whom  her  own  guilt  caused  her  to  recognise ;  with 
the  tears  streaming  down  her  cheeks,  she  implored 
forgiveness  of  the   injured  parties,  and  Lucilla, 
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seeing  in  her  the  same  person  who  had  been  her 
attendant  whilst  she  was  under  confinement  at  the 
mansion  of  him  who  had  torn  her  from  the  pro- 
tection of  Don  LcT^-is  and  his  daughter,  and  re- 
membering the  kindness  with  which  she  had 
ti'eated  her  during  that  period,  generously  inter- 
ceded in  her  behalf. 

"  Do  you  feel  yourself  satisfied,"  inquired  the 
duke,  addressing  her,  *''  that  Donna  Lucilla  is  the 
child  of  Donna  Isabella  Conzala,  by  her  lover, 
Don  Pedro  Montilla." 

"  I  am  positive  as  to  the  truth  of  the  circum- 
stance," she  replied ;  ''  for  independent  of  the  very 
striking  likeness  which  Donna  Lucilla  bears  to 
her  deceased  mother,  she  has  a  large  mole  upon 
her  left  temple,  but  which  her  hair  always  conceals, 
and  which  I  looked  uj^on  as  the  more  remarkable 
when  the  infant  was  bom,  because  I  had  observed 
that  Don  Pedro  Montilla  had  one  likewise  pre- 
cisely on  the  same  part  of  the  head." 

Here  the  duenna  removed  the  beautiful  locks  of 
our  heroine,  which  fully  exposed  tlie  spot  to  their 
mutual  gaze.  The  duchess  likewise  pointed  out 
a  scar  on  her  shoidder,  in  consequence  of  the  cut 
which  the  wrathfid  sword  of  Fernando  had  made 
on  the  eventfid  night  that  he  first  discovered  his 
daughter's  disgi-ace. 
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"  Then  I  am,  indeed,  beyond  a  doubt,  the  child 
of  dishonour — the  cliild  of  that  unknown  Don 
Pedro  Montilla,"  said  Lueilla,  bursting  into  t^ars. 

The  king  could  contain  himself  no  longer;  he 
gave  loose  to  his  fondness  and  agony ;  he  caught 
oiu-  heroine  to  his  bosom,  exclaiming  aloud,  "  Too 
true,  thy  birth  was  most  unhappy,  and  contiarj'  to 
the  just  rules  of  virtue,  but  Don  Pedro  Montilla 
and  the  Prince  of  Asturias  were  one  and  the  same 
person.  Li  thy  sovereign,  who  now  clasps  thee 
to  his  heart,  thou  beholdest  thy  father." 

This  hasty  declaration  stiiick  neai'ly  speechless 
those  who  were  not  prepared  for  such  an  amazing 
discovery ;  but  the  duke  and  the  confessor  had 
long  had  a  vague  idea  of  such  a  transaction.  Never- 
theless, the  words  of  Philip  had  a  sensible  effect 
on  the  mind  of  the  latter;  he  fainted  away,  and 
some  minutes  elapsed  ere  he  again  recovered  his 
recollection.  As  soon  as  the  emotions  and  de- 
light of  Lueilla  had  in  some  measure  abated,  and 
her  several  friends  were  restored  to  some  degree 
of  composure,  the  king  retired  to  his  private  closet 
to  meditate,  uninterrupted,  on  the  series  of  cala- 
mities which  his  early  in*egidarities  had  brought 
upon  those  whose  integiity  had  stood  the  test  of 
the  severest  sufferings. 

In  the  meantime,  the  duke's  four  domestics  were 
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admitted  to  his  presence,  and  Gillette  had  the 
supreme  satisfaction  of  once  more  embracing  the 
children  of  her  regard;  and  if  anything  could 
have  added  to  her  delight,  it  was  the  information 
she  now  received — namely,  that  Donna  Lucilla 
was  the  daughter  of  her  sovereign. 

Carlos,  though  in  the  presence  of  such  august 
personages,  could  not  restrain  his  clamorous  ex- 
ultation. 

"  And  will  not  yom*  reverence  be  reverence  any 
longer?"  he  exclaimed. 

"  No,"  returned  the  duke.  '-There  is  no  neces- 
sity for  any  further  concealment  of  my  name  and 
quality." 

*•  Then  will  not  my  lord  and  his  family  return 
to  the  old  mansion  among  the  mountains  ?" 

"No,  good  Carlos,  or  rather  Pedro,  I  shall 
transfer  the  house,  and  all  it  contains,  to  the 
venerable  Bastro  and  his  wife  Una,  as  a  small  re- 
compence  for  their  meritorious  services,  for  their 
attachment  to  my  house,  and  for  the  fidelity  with 
which  the  former  concealed  the  secret  entrusted  to 
his  care." 

The  old  couple  were  overwhelmed  with  astonish- 
ment and  pleasure  at  this  proof  of  their  lord's 
munificence  and  approbation   of  their   conduct. 
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declaring  that  the  possession  of  so  much  weahh 
was  calculated  to  turn  their  reason. 

"  However,  please  you,  my  lord,"  continued 
Bastro,  "  we  can  distribute  a  few  of  our  good 
things  to  the  sick  and  maimed,  we  can  relieve  the 
poor,  and  give  a  night's  lodging  to  the  houseless 
wanderer." 

The  duke  commended  these  sentiments  in  ap- 
propriate language,  and  at  the  same  time  said  he 
should  secure  to  his  faithful  servants,  Pedro  and 
Gillette,  a  handsome  propeny,  that  they  might 
either  retire  fi'om  his  service,  or  continue  to  live  in 
his  family  as  inmates  dependent  upon  his  bounty. 

Pedro,  as  we  shall  once  again  call  him,  pro- 
tested he  should  die  v»-ith  grief  if  he  were  not 
allowed  to  receive  the  commands  of  his  lord  as 
usual;  and  Gillette  as  firmly  declared  that  her 
happiness  and  her  wishes  were  all  confined  to  the 
circle  of  her  lord's  family.  It  was  therefore 
settled  that  they  should  still  remain  with  the  duke, 
and  that  Basti'o,  who  the  duke  knew  was  attached 
to  his  native  mountains,  should,  with  his  wife,  go 
thither  and  enjoy  the  fiuits  of  their  honesty. 

The  duenna  was  present  during  these  several 
arrangements;  she  now  again  burst  into  tears. 
"  Alas !"  she  exclaimed,  "  whither  can  I  go  with  a 
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sullied  reputation !  Will  the  Marquis  of  Siguenza 
allow  one  so  guilty  to  return  to  his  palace  r" 

"  The  Marquis  of  Siguenza !"  exclaimed  the 
duke.  "Was  it  to  his  mansion  that  Donna  Lu- 
cilia  was  conveyed  and  secreted  from  her  Mends  ?" 

The  duenna  answered  in  the  affirmative,  but 
said  she  was  innocent,  in  this  respect,  of  inten- 
tional crime,  as  she  had  before  informed  Donna 
Lucilla.  The  latter  took  upon  herself  to  explain 
the  natui'e  of  her  words,  and  in  consideration  of 
her  attention  to  the  comforts  of  her  fair  prisoner 
at  that  period,  she  was  promised  a  decent  provi- 
sion to  keep  her  from  want. 
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CHAPTER  XI. 


We  are  now  obliged  to  refer  back  to  the  early 
years  of  Philip,  to  that  period  when  he  first  be- 
came acquainted  with  the  beautiful  Isabella  Con- 
zala.  From  the  moment  he  saw  her  countenance, 
and  heard  the  soft  accents  of  her  voice,  his  mind 
was  actively  employed  in  devising  the  means  of 
another  internew ;  for  the  success  of  this  scheme, 
however,  he  was  convinced  he  must  depend  on  his 
increasing  influence  with  her  duenna,  whom  he 
saw  he  had  already  bribed  to  his  interest  by  gifts 
that  she  had  not  virtue  enough  to  refuse. 

Stimulated  by  love,  rendered  doubly  chaiToing 
by  the  difficulties  which  guarded  its  dwelling,  he 
penned  a  note  to  the  object  of  his  desires,  and 
then  clothing  himself  in  a  habit  somewhat  different 
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from  those  he  usually  ^T0^e5he  took  the  path  which 
led  to  tlie  mansion  of  Don  Fernando.  The  result 
more  than  ans^yered  his  expectation ;  the  duenna 
seconded  his  views,  and  he  assumed  the  name  of 
Don  Pedro  Montilla,  with  a  view  to  prevent,  by 
a  timely  j)recaution,  the  discovery  of  his  real 
name  and  elevated  reaik.  Through  the  pernicious 
counsels  and  artful  measures  of  the  duenna,  aided 
by  his  own  eloquence  and  the  superior  graces  of 
his  person,  Philip  at  length  triumphed  over  the 
virtue  of  the  devoted  fair;  but  possession  did  not 
in  this  instance,  as  is  usually  the  case,  pall  the 
appetite;  the  high  rank,  youth,  and  singular 
beauty  of  his  victim  still  fanned  the  flame  of  his 
desires,  and  urged  him  to  the  pursuit  of  her  charms. 
One  evening,  whilst  in  company  with  the  Duke 
of  Aranda,  and  several  other  young  noblemen,  all 
nearly  of  his  own  age,  the  subject  happened  to 
turn  upon  female  beauty,  but  their  opinions  varied, 
and  each  argued  according  to  his  ov,n  fancy,  and 
contended  for  pre-eminence  in  the  art  of  judging. 
The  dispute  at  length  was  carried  so  high,  that 
Philip  thought  it  prudent  to  interrupt  the  debate 
by  proposing  a  trial  of  skill  by  the  pencil.  "Let 
every  one  present,"  he  added,  "  sketch  a  beautiful 
woman,  agreeably  to  his  own  ideas,  and  the 
majority  shall  decide." 
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The  scheme  was  applauded,  and  they  v>'ere  pre- 
sently fiu-nished  with  materials  proper  for  the 
experiment.  Philip  possessed  a  fine  talent  for 
drawing;  he  knew  that  Don  Fernando  Conzala 
led  a  very  retired  life,  and  that  his  two  daughters 
never  appeared  in  company;  he  was  therefore  in 
no  danger  of  a  discovery.  With  these  ideas  afloat 
in  his  mind,  he  drew  an  inimitable  likeness  of  the 
lovely  Isabella;  his  opponents  likewise  speedily 
j)roduced  proofs  of  their  taste,  and  their  several 
productions  were  then  compared,  when,  without 
the  slightest  hesitation,  victor}-  was  declared  in 
favour  of  Philip. 

"  Your  vivid  imagination,  Prince,"  said  one, 
"  has  sketched  a  female  too  beautiful  ever  to  fonn 
a  part  of  the  present  creation,  and  I  question 
Avhether  Eve  herself,  even  when  first  she  came  from 
the  hands  of  her  Maker,  was  half  so  transcendantly 
lovely." 

"  Such  is  the  woman  I  could  love,  however, 
and  no  other,"  exclaimed  Philip.  And  here  this 
affair  concluded,  which,  though  ajDparently  of 
no  moment,  unhappily  laid  the  foundation  of  all 
the  subsequent  miseries  of  the  Duke  of  Aranda 
and  his  family.  Some  weeks  after  this,  Philip  was 
ordered  l)y  his  father  to  accompany  him  on  a 
warlike  enterprise.     The  command  at  this  June- 
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ture  was  ill-timed;  his  passion,  though  some- 
what cooled,  was  still  the  summum  bonum  of  his 
existence,  and  he  hastened  in  no  very  agreeable 
humour  to  communicate  the  unwelcome  tidings 
to  the  luckless  Isabella. 

What  passed  at  that  interview  is  already  known; 
he  had  laid  his  jmrse  upon  the  table  with  the  in- 
tention of  presenting  some  pieces  of  gold  to  the 
duenna,  but  the  agonizing  distress  of  Isabella,  and 
his  own  pangs,  entirely  effaced  the  circumstance 
from  his  recollection.  The  piu'se  had  been  mo- 
delled after  his  own  plan,  and  had  a  reference  to 
his  connexion  with  Isabella;  the  words,  "  The 
sword  of  my  ancestors,"  alluded  to  the  ceremony 
of  the  kings  of  Spain  being  inaugurated  with  a 
sword  at  the  time  they  received  the  crown.  Philip 
was  absent  some  months,  and  during  that  long 
l^eriod  he  had  no  means  of  hearing  from  Isabella, 
Avithout  the  most  imminent  danger  of  exposure 
both  to  himself  and  her;  he  was  therefore  obliged 
to  curb  his  impatience.  In  the  meantime,  the 
birth  of  his  child  and  the  death  of  its  mother  took 
place,  and  also  the  marriage  of  the  Duke  of  Aranda 
with  Victoria.  Owing  to  a  recent  illness,  the  duke 
did  not  accompany  Charles  on  this  expedition, 
which  left  him  at  full  leisure  to  celebrate  his  nuj)- 
tials.     The  match  was  a  hasty  one,  and  Isabella 
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having,  from  the  moment  of  her  acqaintance  with 
Philip,  estranged  herself  greatly  from  her  family, 
both  from  a  feeling  of  conscious  guilt  and  from 
indifferent  health,  he  (the  duke)  had  no  knowledge 
whatever  of  her  person;  and  although  she  attended 
her  sister  to  the  altar,  he  had  no  view  of  her  coun- 
tenance. And  it  may  be  remembered  she  retiied 
immediately  to  her  chamber  after  the  ceremony, 
and  he  never  saw  her  face  till  he  raised  her  from 
the  Hoor  a  lifeless  corjjse;  but  she  was  then  so 
changed  by  suffering,  and  her  features  so  distorted 
from  the  horrible  convulsive  spasms  which  had 
caused  her  death,  and  the  light  being  feeble,  and 
the  confusion  of  the  moment  altogether  great,  no 
idea  crossed  his  mind  of  any  likeness  to  the  draw- 
ing that  Philip  had  executed.  After  the  departure 
of  the  duke  and  duchess,  Don  Fernando  Conzala 
sternly  weighed  the  circumstances  of  his  daughter's 
ruin;  his  high  Castilian  honoiu-  had  received  a 
wound  never  to  be  healed,  and  to  his  confusion,  he 
reflected,  he  had  no  way  to  revenge  the  dark  affront 
on  the  treacherous  betrayer  of  his  child,  as  the 
impious  seducer  woidd  now,  no  doubt,  throw  an 
impenetrable  veil  over  his  name  and  rank.  Unable 
to  cope  with  the  inward  consciousness  of  infamy, 
and  an  equal  prey  to  rage  and  grief,  he  in  a  few 
weeks  disposed  of  his  mansion   and  entered   a 
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convent.  Vainly  did  Victoria  and  the  duke  re- 
monstrate on  this  proceeding;  he  was  inflexibly 
resolved  to  bury  his  injuries  and  his  wretchedness 
in  the  cloister. 

Shortly  after  this  event,  the  duke  beheld  a 
miniature  representation  of  Isabella  in  the  pos- 
session of  his  wife  ;  he  was  struck  with  the  like- 
ness it  bore  to  the  one  Philip  had  sketched. 
That  mere  imagination  should  faithfully  delineate 
a  being  actually  in  existence,  he  did  not  think 
possible,  and  for  a  moment  a  fearful  suspicion 
crossed  his  mind,  that  Philip  was  the  inhuman 
author  of  Don  Fernando's  disgrace ;  but  his 
generous  and  loyal  disposition  speedily  put  to 
flight  everything  that  was  prejudicial  to  the 
prince's  honour ;  and  he  likewise  yielded  to  that 
imperative  maxim,  which  deems  all  innocent  till 
they  are  adjudged  guilty  by  indisputable  proofs; 
he  therefore  made  no  remarks  to  the  duchess  con- 
cerning the  affair. 

Xo  sooner  had  Philip  returned  from  the  expe- 
dition, than  busy  report  informed  him  of  the  mar- 
riage of  the  Duke  of  Aranda  with  Donna  Vic- 
toria, daughter  of  Don  Fernando  Conzala,  and 
v>uth  the  subsequent  events  of  Isabella's  death, 
and  the  latter  nobleman  withdrawing  himself  into 
a  convent.     By  the  name  of  Victoria  having  been 
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substituted  bv  tbe  duenna,  as  has  been  noticed, 
for  tiiat  of  Isabella,  Philip  was  confirmed  in  the 
fatal  ciTov,  that  the  duke  had  wedded  the  woman 
he  adored.  In  a  paroxysm  of  rage  and  des})air 
not  to  be  described,  he  shut  himself  up  in  his 
apartment.  He  recalled  to  liis  remembrance  the 
sketching  of  the  various  porti'aits,  and  that  he 
had  unwittingly  ex])osed  beauties  that  ought  to 
have  been  sacred  to  himself,  to  the  licentious  gaze 
of  his  companions ;  by  which  means  he  con- 
sidered he  had  been  pillaged  and  cajoled  by  the 
artful  duke ;  but  whether  he  had  had  some  pre- 
vious knowledge  of  the  deluded  fair  one,  and  did 
not  choose  to  own  it,  or  whether  accident,  since 
that  period,  had  introduced  him  to  her  family- 
were  queries  he  could  not  answer. 

'•'  One  thing,  however,  is  certain,"  he  exclaimed, 
"  he  has  supplanted  his  prince,  and  most  wilfully; 
as  the  circumstance  of  the  drawing,  and  the  words 
I  uttered  at  the  time,  vrere  sufficient  evidences  of 
my  prior  attachment  to  the  lovely  being,  to  whose 
hand,  on  that  account,  he  ought  not  to  have 
aspired.  Doubtless  he  laughs  at  my  credulity, 
and  rejoices  in  the  insolent  advantage  he  has 
gained  over  his  prince ;  but  by  the  holy  cross,  he 
escapes  not  my  vengeance  ;  his  nuptial  torch  shall 
speedily  be  re-lighted  with  the  flame  of  destmc- 
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tion ;  and  if  there  be  a  horror  blacker  than  the 
gulf  of  Pandsemonium,  it  shall  be  awarded  to  his 
house ;  and  thou,  treacherous  and  abandoned 
woman,  that  hath  set  no  limits  to  thy  wanton- 
ness, thou  shalt  not  elude  the  scourge,  but  I  will 
adopt  the  example  of  thy  perfidious  husband, 
and  in  silence  and  security  accomplish  the  pur- 
poses of  my  soul." 

In  all  that  Philip  undertook  or  determined 
upon,  whether  of  a  political  or  domestic  nature, 
his  yigilance  was  unequalled,  his  labour  inces- 
sant ;  he  was  neither  to  be  diverted  by  stratagem 
nor  intimidated  by  danger.  With  a  genius  equally 
shrewd  and  fertile,  and  with  a  disposition  at  once 
haughty  and  inexorable,  he  could  plan  with 
steadiness,  and  execute  with  fidelity.  But  the 
state  of  public  affairs  at  this  period  suspended 
his  designs  for  awhile ;  yet  he  was  not  inactive, 
or  unmindful  that  it  was  necessary  for  him  to 
have  an  accomplice,  ere  he  could  fully  achieve 
the  fearful  ruin  he  meditated.  The  Marquis  of 
Siguenza  was  lii'st  cousin  to  the  duke  of  Aranda, 
but  owing  to  a  dissimilarity  in  their  principles 
and  pursuits,  they  never  met  except  in  public. 
To  this  nobleman  Philip  was  warmly  attached, 
and  espoused  his  interest  with  all  the  zeal  of  a 
partial  friend.     The  marquis,  in  return,  seconded 
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all  his  views,  however  absurd  or  criminal,  kept 
his  secrets  with  fidelity,  and  was  the  almost  con- 
,stant  companion  of  his  private  hours.  Pliilip 
had  long  been  aware  that  his  favourite  had  a 
cordial  dishke  to  the  duke,  whose  merits  and 
fame  were  obnoxious  to  his  feelings ;  he  there- 
fore deemed  him  a  proper  person  to  be  entrusted 
with  his  own  hostile  intentions ;  but  in  liis  com- 
munications, he  refrained  from  naming  the  grounds 
of  his  enmity  to  the  duke,  merely  saying  that  he 
had  received  the  direst  injuries  from  that  noble- 
man's hands ;  who,  so  far  from  showing  the  least 
inclination  to  repair  the  wrongs  he  had  done  him, 
prided  himself  on  his  influence  over  the  mind  of 
the  emperor,  and,  by  his  insulting  aiTogance, 
dared  his  inchgnation  to  the  exu'emest  point. 
The  marquis,  without  hesitation,  professed  him- 
self an  enemy  to  the  duke,  and  declared  his 
readiness  to  assist  in  any  scheme  that  woidd  ulti- 
mately revenge  the  affronts  offered  to  his  prince. 
It  will  be  needless  to  naiTate  in  full  the  par- 
ticulars of  their  several  conferences ;  suffice  it  to 
say,  their  ideas  corresponded ;  and  Philip,  by 
hinting  that  tlie  large  possessions  of  the  duke 
might  one  day  be  the  reward  of  his  adherence  to 
his  cause,  finally  and  firmly  secm-ed  his  services 
to  the  utmost  of  his  wishes.     A  man  of  the  name 
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of  Riaza  had,  for  a  considerable  period,  acted  as 
an  agent  for  the  marquis  in  most  affairs  that  re- 
quired secrecy  and  dispatch,  and  he  had  even 
been  guilty  of  depredations  that  would  have 
exposed  him  to  the  rigour  of  the  law,  had  he  not 
been  protected  by  the  high  power  of  the  marquis. 
At  this  juncture,  a  servant  of  the  duke  expired ; 
and  the  marquis  accidentally  hearing  of  this  cir- 
cumstance, resolved  to  recommend  this  man  as  a 
proper  person  to  fill  the  vacant  situation,  as  in 
that  case  he  would  prove  an  excellent  auxiliary 
in  forwarding  their  plans.  With  these  ideas  in 
his  mind,  he  hastened  to  seek  a  private  interview 
with  E-iaza,  who,  for  the  promise  of  a  large  re- 
Avard,  agreed  to  aid  his  designs,  whatever  they 
might  be.  The  marquis  then  sent  a  polite  note  to 
the  duke,  strongly  recommending  Riaza  to  his 
favour,  in  the  capacity  of  a  domestic.  The  duke 
accepted  his  recommendation ;  and  Riaza  con- 
ducted himself  so  prudently  in  his  new  situation, 
that  he  effectually  deceived  the  duke  and  his 
household.  He  had  remained  in  it,  however,  only. 
a  few  weeks,  ere  the  duke  was  ordered  to  join  the 
emperor ;  who,  with  his  forces,  was  on  the  eve  of 
engaging  in  another  warlike  expedition.  The 
duke  had  taken  leave  of  his  family  the  previous 
evening,  and  rising  early  in  the  morning,  he,  with 
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Pedro's  assistance,  equipped  himself  for  travel- 
ling. In  his  hurry,  he  went  to  the  drawer  of  his 
wife's  cabinet  instead  of  his  own,  to  seek  for  a 
small  bag  fdled  with  cash  which  he  had  deposited 
there  a  short  time  before.  Believing  he  had  got 
the  one  he  wanted,  he  placed  it  in  his  vest,  and 
commenced  his  journey,  and  did  not  discover  his 
mistake  till  he  drew  it  forth  with  the  intention  of 
relieving  the  poor  soldier's  wife  and  her  children. 
The  duke  gazed  upon  it  with  amazement,  not 
because  he  deemed  it  a  marvellous  thing  to  have 
made  such  an  exchange,  as  that  was  easily  ac- 
counted for;  his  own  purse  being  composed  of 
the  richest  materials  of  silk  and  gold,  was  also 
much  the  same  size,  and  weighty,  like  the  one  he 
held  in  his  hand,  which  contained,  as  well  as  his 
own,  a  considerable  sum  of  money ;  in  fact,  the 
purse  was  as  Philip  left  it.  Isabella,  from  motives 
of  affection,  would  not  displace  the  contents ; 
and  Victoria,  from  similar  feelings  towards  her 
sister,  allowed  it  to  retain  its  riches.  For  some 
reason  for  which  she  could  not  account,  she  had 
ever  felt  a  reluctance  to  produce  this  magnificent 
article ;  it  was  therefore  a  novelty  to  the  duke's 
eye.  What  his  thoughts  were  concerning  its  work- 
manship, &c.,  are  known  to  our  readers.  Philip 
at  this  moment  rode  up ;  he  saw  his  purse  in  the 
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hands  of  the  duke ;  he  started  at  this  proof,  as 
he  thought,  of  the  duke's  presumption  and  dan- 
gerous boldness.  His  contemptuous  expressions 
on  the  occasion  were  coolly  delivered,  but  it  was 
with  the  utmost  diflSculty  that  he  restrained  the 
burning  ire  of  his  bosom,  which  would  have 
induced  him  that  instant  to  sacrifice  the  duke  on 
the  spot. 

When  the  emperor  retui-ned  from  this  enter- 
prise, which  proved  victorious,  he  celebrated  the 
event  by  a  grand  festival.  The  prince  took  ad- 
vantage of  this  circumstance  for  the  accomplish- 
ment of  his  designs.  The  marquis  had  a  secret 
interview  with  Riaza,  and  directed  the  proceed- 
ings. 

"  In  the  dead  of  the  night,"  he  said,  "  you 
must  set  fire  to  the  palace  and  the  adjoining  pre- 
mises, then  rush  into  the  duchess's  room,  and 
under  the  pretence  of  saving  her  from  the  flames, 
you  must  conduct  her  to  the  door  that  leads  into 
the  back  court;  I  will  be  on  the  spot  ready  to 
receive  her.  You  must  then  seek  the  children's 
room,  seize  them,  and  you  will  find  a  carriage 
waiting  for  your  reception  and  theirs,  and  with 
the  utmost  speed  you  must  convey  them  far  be- 
yond the  frontiers  of  Spain.  Here  is  a  bag  con- 
taining two  thousand  pistoles,  as  a  reward  for 
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your  fidelity  ;  and  should  you  at  any  time  require 
aid,  apply  to  me." 

Riaza  faithfully  executed  his  horrid  commis- 
sion. The  frantic  duchess  yielded  to  the  tenor 
of  the  moment,  and  allowed  herself  to  be  hiuTied 
by  him  into  the  coiul;. 

"  Your  children  arc  this  way,  madam,"  he  re- 
turned, in  answer  to  her  repeated  cries  for  her 
darlings  ;  and  ere  she  was  aware  of  his  treacherj', 
she  was  lifted  into  a  carriage,  under  the  impres- 
sion that  her  children  would  be  brought  to  her 
arms.  It,  however,  instantly  drove  off,  and  too  late 
she  found  she  had  been  betrayed. 

She  was  taken  to  the  castle  of  Uzeda ;  and  the 
signet  of  Philip,  accompanied  by  a  liberal  bribe, 
secured  the  silence  of  the  guards. 

Riaza  had  taken  a  great  fancy  to  Gillette,  but 
with  all  his  eloquence  and  art,  he  had  not  been 
able  to  withdraw  her  affections  from  Pedro ;  he 
was  therefore  detennined,  as  he  was  now  rich,  to 
leave  the  children  to  perish  in  the  flames ;  and, 
instead  of  being  troubled  with  them,  to  seize  Gil- 
lette and  transport  her  and  himself  to  France,  and 
by  these  means  satisfy  both  his  love  and  avaiice ; 
but  Gillette's  fondness  for  the  children,  together 
with  her  integrity,  obliged  him  to  be  burthened 
with  all  three.     Just  as  Riaza  had  safely  placed 
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them  in  the  carriage,  and  was  going  to  spring  into 
it  himself,  two  of  the  duke's  aged  domestics  rushed 
from  the  palace  half-naked,  to  save  themselves 
from  the  rapidity  of  the  flames,  when,  seeing  a 
carriage  close  by,  and  a  man  with  a  bag  in  his 
hand  on  the  point  of  stepping  in,  the  idea  of 
treachery  immediately  suggested  itself.  They 
likewise  beheld  the  fire  in  a  direction  quite  re- 
mote fi-om  the  palace,  and  which,  in  their  opinion, 
was  evidently  the  work  of  design.  Distracted 
with  the  idea,  they  caught  hold  of  Riaza,  whom, 
from  the  confusion  and  change  of  dress,  they  did 
not  know ;  but  Riaza  was  prepared  for  accident ; 
he  drew  his  dagger,  and  immediately  killed  one 
on  the  spot,  and  left  the  other  for  dead.  This 
was  the  work  of  a  moment;  and  Gillette,  fi'om 
her  fright,  and  being  also  in  a  swooning  con- 
dition, saw  not  the  homd  deed.  Her  flight  from 
him  in  the  mountains  somewhat  deranged  his 
plan,  as  it  led  to  his  acquaintance  with  the  pirate, 
whose  pursuits  were  congenial  to  his  vicious  dis- 
position. But  his  principal  aim  was  still  to  make 
Gillette  his  wife ;  and  her  increasing  aversion  to 
him  only  strengthened  his  desires  to  make  her 
his  own.  Her  sudden  escape  from  his  power 
filled  him  with  dismay;  he  spared  neither  ex- 
pense nor  labour  to  recover  her,  and  was  actually 
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on  the  point  of  succeeding  to  the  utmost  of  his 
wishes,  Avhen  fortunately  Gillette  saw  him  from 
the  \Yindow  of  her  bedchamber  where  she  had 
passed  the  night,  by  which  circumstance  she 
eluded  his  search.  Riaza  at  length  gave  over 
the  pursuit,  and  quickly  arrived  in  France ;  here, 
without  molestation,  he  enjoyed  for  a  few  years 
the  fruits  of  his  villany. 

In  the  meantime,  Phili])  secretly  exulted  in  the 
success  of  his  plans,  and  he  flattered  himself  that 
the  duke  would  reach  his  palace  just  in  time  to 
witness  the  final  destruction  of  all  his  earthly 
happiness;*  but  he  was  mortified  with  the  idea 
that  he  still  possessed  the  purse  which  had  once 
belonged  to  himself,  and  he  was  resolved  to  wrest  it 
from  him  by  an  extraordinary  stratagem — astrata- 
gem  that  would  shroud  the  aflair  in  so  much  mys- 
tery as  totally  to  prevent  a  discovery  of  the  author, 

Philip  therefore  disguised  himself  in  a  grotesque 
habit,  and,  a  little  while  prior  to  the  duke's 
departure,  took  the  route  which  he  understood 

*  This  account  of  the  vengeful  disposition  of  Philip  is  by 
no  means  void  of  truth ;  he  had  indulged  in  a  passion  for 
Anna,  Princess  of  Eboli ;  but  the  flattering  condescension  with 
which  she  treated  Ids  private  secretary  (Don  Percy)  excited 
his  jealousy  ;  he  accused  him  to  the  Inquisition,  and  the  rival 
of  his  sovereign  was  immediately  loaded  with  chains,  and  con- 
signed to  its  dungeons. 
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he  intended  to  pursue.  He  accidentally,  how- 
ever, crossed  the  duke's  path  in  the  forest,  which 
he  perceived  was  not  a  proper  spot  for  him  to 
accomplish  his  intentions.  The  promptitude  of 
his  measures,  when  they  next  met,  ensured  his 
success;  but  his  feelings  revolted  at  the  humi- 
liating idea  of  retaining  the  cash ;  he,  therefore, 
with  all  that  disdain,  indignation,  and  vindictive 
hatred  which  actuated  his  proceedings,  threw  the 
money  at  the  astonished  duke,  and  without  a  mo- 
ment's delay,  galloped  off  and  reached  the  palace 
without  any  person  having  the  least  suspicion  of 
the  matter. 

The  interview  between  the  duke  and  the  em- 
peror, which  took  place  a  few  hours  after  the  com- 
pletion of  his  ruin,  has  already  been  named,  the 
magnanimous  reproof  of  that  emperor  to  his  son 
was  keenly  felt  by  him  to  whom  it  was  addressed, 
and  he  retired  from  the  presence  with  all  his  pas- 
sions in  a  foam.  Love,  despair,  jealousy,  and 
revenge,  by  turns  struck  to  the  very  centre  of  his 
heart.  Like  a  burning  torrent,  these  direful  emo- 
tions dried  up  the  sources  of  his  princely  merits, 
and  though  policy  henceforward  obliged  him  to 
pay  some  external  marks  of  resi^ect  to  him  who 
was  so  beloved  by  his  father,  yet  he  yielded  to  the 
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furious   suggestions  of  a  more  exemplary  ven- 
geance at  some  future  time. 

The  crown  of  Spain,  shortly  after  this,  being 
fixed  upon  his  own  head,  he  believed  the  time 
was  now  arrived  when  he  could  fully  revenge  him- 
self on  the  person  of  the  duke  by  actually  accusing 
him  of  treason,  and  through  a  source  that,  to  the 
public  in  general,  he  thought  might  have  the 
appearance  of  truth ;  but  it  so  happened  Charles 
selected  the  duke  as  a  companion  in  his  retreat, 
and  though  Philip's  haughty  spirit  could  ill  brook 
this  unexpected  delay  of  his  fatal  designs,  he  was 
prudent  enough  not  to  violate  the  duties  of  a  son 
by  a  sudden  seizure  of  him  whose  presence  had 
become  necessary  to  his  father's  comfoii:;  the 
early  death  of  Charles  soon  removed  all  barriers 
to  his  rigorous  proceedings,  and  when  the  afflicted 
duke  presented  himself,  in  all  the  dignity  of  un- 
blemished honour,  before  him,  he  was  fully  pre- 
pared for  his  reception. 

The  princes  of  Germany  having  refused  him  for 
their  sovereign,  and  placed  the  imperial  diadem 
on  the  head  of  his  uncle,  Philip  resolved  to 
make  this  circumstance  the  instrument  that  should 
ultimately  tend  to  affect  the  duke's  life,  by  pretend- 
ing that  he   (the  duke)   had  treacherously  cor- 
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lespoiided  with  the  electors,  and  by  representing 
his  person  and  abilities  in  the  most  unfavourable 
light,  had  instigated  them  to  exclude  him  from  the 
accession.  These  accusations  he  intended  to  cor- 
roborate by  a  counterfeit  display  of  matter  which, 
however  vague,  he  felt  convinced  none  would  pre- 
sume to  dispute;  but  the  duke's  virtues  had  gained 
him  the  respect  and  veneration  of  every  individual 
in  the  nation,  while  the  greatness  of  his  calamities 
had  melted  the  hardest  heart  to  pity ;  nor  could 
the  very  guards  of  the  palace  hear  his  pathetic 
address,  invoking  as  he  did  the  spirit  of  a  sainted 
emperor,  without  a  gush  of  tenderness  that  effec- 
tually secured  the  duke's  retreat,  and  conducted 
him  at  length  to  a  seclusion,  far  removed  from  the 
artifices  of  him  who  had  so  unworthily  treated  his 
services  to  the  crown. 

The  escape  of  his  victim,  in  a  way  that  bafQed 
all  discovery  as  to  whither  he  had  gone,  both  jjer- 
plexed  and  enraged  Philip ;  but  he  now  publicly 
denounced  him  as  a  traitor,  and  turned  over  all 
his  estates  to  his  favourite  and  colleague,  the  Mar- 
quis of  Siguenza ;  but  happily  the  duke  had  pre- 
viously secured  to  himself,  with  the  friendly 
assistance  of  Don  Lewis,  those  private  resources 
that  amply  sufficed  for  all  his  emergencies. 

The  horror  of  the  Duchess  of  Aranda,  on  find 
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ing  herself  a  prisoner,  was  indescribable ;  alternately 
she  wept,  entreated,  and  interrogated  those  who 
had  the  charge  of  her  person;  they  severally  main- 
tained a  stubborn  silence,  and  she  was  left  to 
make  her  own  conjectures  as  to  the  causes  of  her 
heavy  calamities  ;  but  the  whole  was  involved  in 
so  deep  a  mystery  as  to  leave  no  clue  to  guide  her 
through  the  lab\Tinth  into  which  she  was  ensnared. 
Her  palace  destroyed  by  the  hand  of  treachery,  of 
which  she  had  now  no  doubt ;  her  shrieking  children 
perishing  among  its  burning  ruins;  her  butchered 
domestics,  and  her  unfortunate  husband  gazing 
distractedly  on  the  dreadful  scene,  were  objects 
that  constantly  haunted  her  waking  hours  and 
nightly  dreams.  Philip  was  not  kept  in  ignorance 
of  her  grief  and  exclamations ;  but  the  knowledge 
was  as  a  balm  to  his  remorseless  feelings,  and  he 
determined  to  make  her  drink  of  the  cup  of  afflic- 
tion to  the  verv"  dregs.  He  penned  to  her  a  hasty 
billet,  as  has  been  seen  in  the  memoirs  of  Don 
Gracia,  that  he  might  sharpen  her  pangs  by  giving 
her  a  fearful  outline  of  the  extent  of  her  misfor- 
tunes, and  likewise  of  his  own  inexorable  ven- 
geance. From  this  period,  her  life  was  a  dreary 
blank,  and  she  experienced  no  change  of  scene  till 
ten  years  after  her  captivity  ;  she  was  then  re- 
moved to  another  part  of  the  building,  on  account 
>  3 
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of  the  rooms  she  had  inhabited  being  obliged  to 
undergo  a  thorough  repair.  The  written  sheet 
found  by  Don  Gracia,  in  a  hollow  part  of  his 
couch,  had  been  hastily  put  there  by  her,  on  the 
entrance  of  one  of  her  guards,  who  came  that  in- 
stant to  conduct  her  to  her  new  apartments  ;  but 
the  author  of  her  wrongs,  though  wearing  a  crown, 
and  reclining  on  a  throne  of  ivory  and  gold,  was 
more  to  be  pitied,  by  reason  of  his  guilt,  than  she, 
with  all  her  perils,  in  a  state  of  innocence.  The 
cares  of  the  state  withered  his  bodily  strength, 
domestic  misfortunes  corroded  his  mind,  and  re- 
bellion invaded  liis  prerogatives:  whether  in  the 
council  or  in  the  closet,  his  countenance  exhibited 
a  mixture  of  fierceness  and  melancholy  that  suffi- 
ciently revealed  the  incessant  struggle  within. 

About  &\e  years  after  he  ascended  the  throne, 
his  confessor  died,  and  Don  Fernando  Conzala 
having,  by  his  amazing  wealth  and  splendid  abi- 
lities, risen  to  considerable  eminence  in  the  church, 
was  selected  to  fill  his  situation ;  but  Don-Fer- 
nando, though  exalted  to  the  state  of  spiritual 
adviser  to  his  sovereign,  was  still  a  prey  to  in- 
ward mortification  and  sorrow;  the  destructive  fire 
that  had  desti'oyed,  as  he  expected,  his  sole  re- 
maining child,  together  with  the  objects  of  her 
tenderness,  and  the    downfal  and  flight  of  the 
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duke  her  husband,  -were  so  many  additional  cala- 
mities to  his  before  titter  griefs ;  but  no  word, 
either  in  public  or  private,  intimated  liis  domestic 
woes,  and  they,  as  well  as  his  former  name  and 
quality,  were  alike  buried  beneath  the  holy  garb 
he  wore.  One  day,  as  he  was  leaving  the  king's 
apartment,  he  accidentally  encountered  Coello, 
Philip's  favourite  painter;  in  his  hand  he  car- 
ried a  full-length  portrait;  and  Don  Fernando, 
in  casting  his  eyes  upon  it,  beheld  a  correct  and 
most  beautiful  likeness  of  his  daughter  Isabella. 
Coella  made  a  respectful  obeisance  and  passed 
on ;  but  Don  Fernando  stood  speechless  with 
amazement,  and  natm*e  for  a  moment  suspended  her 
operations.  The  portrait  of  his  daughter  Isabella 
in  the  possession  of  an  artist ! — that  daugther  whose 
countenance  he  thought  had  never  been  exposed 
to  the  gaze  of  any  one,  save  that  of  her  vile  destroyer 
and  her  own  family,  was  a  circumstance  so  ex- 
traordinary and  mysterious,  as  wholly  to  baffle  his 
penetration.  However,  he  resolved,  be  the  conse- 
quence what  it  might,  to  await  the  painter's  re- 
tiu"n,  as  he  knew  he  must  pass  that  way  to  his  own 
rooms.  In  about  half-an-hour,  he  made  his  ap- 
pearance with  the  same  portrait  in  his  hand.  "  My 
son,"  said  Don  Fernando,  as  Coello  approached, 
"  that  inimitable  drawing,  the  work  of  fancy,  I 
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ween,  is  justly  worthy  of  the  highest  admi- 
lation." 

"  Your  approval,  reverend  sir,"  returned  Coello, 
bomng,  "  flatters  my  feelings ;  but  this  pictiue 
was  copied  after  the  manner  of  a  small  miniature 
painting  in  the  possession  of  my  sovereign." 

Here  was  a  fresh  surprise  for  Don  Fernando, 
and  it  was  some  minutes  after  the  departure  of 
Coello  ere  he  could  recover  his  usual  presence  of 
mind ;  but  an  event  so  striking  was  not  easily  con- 
signed to  oblivion,  and  many  vague  and  dark 
suspicions,  injurious  to  the  honour  of  Philip, 
mingled  with  his  private  thoughts  ;  but  not  in 
the  remotest  degree  did  that  monarch  ever  revert 
to  his  amour  with  Isabella,  and  whatever  might 
be  the  sentiments  of  his  confessor  on  the  subject, 
he  was  obliged  to  suppress  them. 

When  Philip  first  beheld  Antonio  at  the  bull- 
fight, a  sort  of  apprehensive  feeling  came  across 
his  mind,  and  he  alternately  examined  his  features, 
and  scrutinized  his  person  and  air.  In  the  former 
there  was  nothing  to  awaken  his  jealousy,  but  as 
the  latter  was  fraught  with  all  the  varied  graces 
of  his  father,  the  monarch  was  half-inclined  to 
think  that  he  in  his  turn  had  been  deceived,  and 
he  accordingly  named  his  disquietude  to  the 
Marquis   of  Siguenza.     The   marquis   had    told 
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Philip,  knowing  how  welcome  would  be  the  intel- 
ligence of  the  children's  death,  that  both  had  acci- 
dentally perished  in  the  flames,  and  he  now  con- 
firmed his  former  asseverations.  These  renewed 
assm'ances  inspired  Philip  with  fresh  confidence, 
and  from  this  time  he  regarded  the  exploits  of  the 
young  liero  with  admiration.  As  soon  as  the 
sports  were  concluded,  he  made  inquiries  con- 
cerning the  object  who  had  rivalled  so  many 
hitherto  invincible  chevaliers ;  but,  to  his  surprise, 
none  could  give  any  account  when  or  how  he  had 
departed. 

The  Duke  of  Medina-Celi,  on  his  return  fiom 
the  Netherlands,  had  a  private  audience  of  his 
sovereign,  and  took  advantage  of  a  favourable 
moment  to  speak  in  high  terms  of  our  hero,  and 
recited  the  circumstance  of  his  having  so  gallantly 
saved  his  life  at  the  imminent  risk  of  his  own.  This 
account  revived  in  the  mind  of  the  monarch  his 
unprecedented  valour  in  the  circus  at  Aranjuez  ; 
but  the  doubtful  character  in  which  he  then  and 
still  appeared,  moderated,  although  it  did  not 
extinguish,  his  curiosity,  and  he  left  it  to  the  Duke 
of  Alva  to  decide  and  reward  his  merit 

On  Antonio's  arrival  at  Madrid,  in  company 
with  the  Duke  of  Alva,  Philip  was  too  much 
engaged,  and  his  attention  too  much  taken  up  with 
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the  imprudence  of  Don  Gracia,  and  the  conse- 
quences of  his  amours  with  the  queen's  attendant, 
to  weigh  the  military  merits  of  an  obscure  and 
single  individual ;  our  hero  therefore  sought  his 
native  mountains,  and  paid  a  short  visit  to  the 
duke. 

As  soon  as  Lucilla  made  her  appearance  at 
Don  Lewis's,  a  general  inquiry  was  made  into 
her  birth  and  pretensions,  and  that  nobleman, 
by  a  friendly  adoption  of  the  relative  character,  at 
once  silenced  remarks  on  that  subject;  but  her 
extraordinary  beauty  and  accomplishments  having 
gained  her  a  number  of  admirers,  the  Marquis  of 
Siguenza  aspired  to  secure  the  fair  prize  for  him- 
self, and  accordingly  offered  her  his  hand  and  for- 
tune. On  his  receiving  Lucilla's  prompt  denial,  he 
hastened  to  the  king,  as  has  been  remarked,  and 
laid  the  desires  of  his  heart  before  him.  Philip's 
observations  to  him  concerning  the  affair  led  to 
answers  that  once  more  roused  his  vigilance  and 
his  fears ;  and  to  confinn  or  remove  the  latter,  he 
conducted  the  marquis  to  the  gallery  where  hung 
the  portrait  of  Isabella,  which  had  in  reality  been 
drawn  by  Coello  from  the  likeness  which  Philip 
himself  had  sketched.  The  marquis,  little  compre- 
hending what  was  passing  in  the  king's  breast, 
and  still  less  the  importance  of  his  own  replies, 
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communicated  the  tnith  ■svitliout  reserve.  The 
king's  determination  to  see  her  made  him  some- 
what uneasy,  and  several  jealous  pangs  stole  into 
his  heart,  and  he  waited  the  event  of  so  extraor- 
dinary an  inclination  in  his  sovereign  with  equal 
impatience  and  anxiety.  Philip  retired  from  the 
assembly  in  so  abrupt  a  manner  as  to  leave  him  in 
doubt  whether  it  originated  from  the  illness  of  the 
body  or  the  mind,  but  there  was  but  a  short  space 
allowed  for  the  indulgence  of  conjecture,  and  the 
instant  the  king  reached  his  apartment,  he  closed 
the  door  on  all  save  the  marquis. 

"  It  is  our  misfortune,"  said  Philip,  with  a 
wrathful  countenance,  "  to  be  deceived  in  those 
in  whom  we  place  most  confidence ;  but  you  in 
particular,  marquis,  merit  the  appellation  of  an 
ungrateful  hypocrite." 

The  marquis,  alarmed,  endeavoured  to  vindicate 
himself  from  so  serious  a  charge.  Philip  inter- 
rupted him.  "  Confusion !"  he  exclaimed,  "  can 
there  be  a  more  decisive  proof  of  your  perfidy  than 
the  appearance  of  that  unhappy  girl,  who  is,  be- 
yond all  dispute,  the  daughter  of  that  accursed 
traitor,  the  Duke  of  Aranda?" 

The  marquis  threw  himself  at  the  king's  feet. 
"  Let  me  humbly  beseech  yom'  majesty,"  he  re- 
turned, "  not  to  doubt  my  fidelity ;  but  if  your 
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majesty  suspect  that  Donna  Liicilla  derived  her 
existence  from  a  source  so  obnoxious  to  your 
majesty  and  the  public  good,  allow  me  to  espouse 
the  maid,  and  I  will  then  avail  myself  of  the 
privilege  of  a  husband  to  remove  her  far  from  the 
circle  of  a  court." 

"  Mark!"  said  the  king,  with  emphasis,  "  wed 
her  at  thy  peril;  and  if  you  would  not  further 
brave  our  resentment,  immediately  be  watchfid  of 
the  opportunity  to  seize  her  person,  and  imprison 
her  in  some  convent,  where  she  shall  be  compelled 
to  take  the  veil  without  delay." 

The  marquis  was  aware  that  it  was  dangerous  to 
expostulate  when  Philip  was  determined  on  a 
point;  he  therefore  promised  obedience,  and  left 
his  presence,  to  find  out  Riaza.  This  man  had 
long  squandered  away  his  ill-gotten  treasure ;  and 
after  exi^eriencing  all  the  bitterness  of  want,  and 
having  besides  with  some  difficulty  escaped  being 
brought  to  justice  for  a  robbery,  he  ventured  to 
return  to  Spain,  with  a  view  to  seek  out  his  old 
employer,  and  to  obtain  from  him  the  means  of 
support.  The  marquis,  to  gratify  the  king's  incli- 
nation for  revenge,  had  told  him  that  the  children 
of  the  Duke  of  Aranda  had  fallen  victims  to  the 
fire  that  consumed  their  palace ;  and  Riaza,  to 
extort  fresh  supj^lies  from  his  master,  had  amused 
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him  with  an  account  of  the  children's  death  among 
the  Pyrenean  moimtains.  The  marquis,  now  really 
hewildered  and  perplexed,  taxed  Riaza  with  his 
falsehoods,  declaring  that  il'  he  cUd  not  honestly 
confess  the  truth,  he  would  deliver  him  up  to  the 
horrors  of  the  rack.  Riaza  knew  that  the  marquis 
did  not  threaten  more  than  he  could  perform ;  he 
therefore  owned  the  manner  in  which  they  had 
escaped  with  their  attendant.  This  was  a  thunder- 
stroke to  the  marquis,  and  he  had  now  little  doubt 
but  the  king  was  correct  in  his  conjectures.  He 
remembered  that  Don  Lewis  had  been  the  in- 
timate friend  of  the  duke;  he  therefore  thought  it 
probable  that  he  had  by  some  chance,  for  which 
it  was  impossible  to  account,  met  with  the  fugi- 
tives, and  had  placed  them  in  some  asylum  remote 
from  the  scene  of  their  misfortunes,  and  had 
now  introduced  Lucilla  to  the  world  as  a  yoimg 
lady  endeared  to  him  by  the  ties  of  consanguinity 
that  she  might  form  a  maniage  of  consequence, 
and  thereby  escape  further  persecutions.  What 
connexion  the  portrait  in  the  king's  private  gal- 
lery had  with  Lucilla  he  knew  not,  or  whether 
any  at  all;  but  it  was  something  singular  that  a 
picture  and  a  living  object  should  be  so  exactly 
alike,  if  they  were  nothing  akin.  In  fact,  the  mar- 
quis argued  tlie  matter  in  this  way  to  no  purpose; 
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the  king,  from  a  sense  of  honour  towards  Isabella, 
and  fr'om  the  value  he  set  upon  his  own  reputa- 
tion, had  not,  as  has  been  remarked,  acquainted 
him  with  the  main  secret  that  had  involved  the 
house  of  Aranda  in  ruin. 

Riaza,  for  a  considerable  sum,  promised  again 
to  promote  the  schemes  of  the  marquis,  and  w  ith 
his  usual  cunning  he  soon  discovered  Don  Lewis's 
intended  journey  to  Toledo.  As  soon  as  the  king 
became  acquainted  with  this  circumstance,  he 
himself  planned  the  method  of  attack,  but  with 
this  injunction,  that  no  personal  injuiy  should  be 
offered  to  any  of  the  parties.  Six  of  the  guards 
from  a  strong  fortress,  at  some  distance  from 
Madrid,  received  the  secret  orders  of  Philip,  with 
a  promise  of  reward,  to  await  the  commands  of  the 
marquis.  The  latter,  in  an  interview  with  them, 
enjoined  them  to  perpetual  silence;  and  the  idea 
of  gaining  the  favour  of  their  sovereign  by  so  simple 
an  act  as  the  seizing  and  conveying  a  girl  to  a 
convent,  excited  their  delight  much  more  than 
their  sui*prise ;  and  the  marquis  was  satisfied  that 
they  were  severally  strangers  to  Don  Lewis  and 
his  family. 

The  liberality  of  the  marquis  doubled  the  vigi- 
lance of  Riaza,  and  the  attempt  was  carried  into 
execution  without  either  difficulty  or  danger;  the 
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former  in  a  disguise  accompanied  the  soldiers,  \Yith 
a  view  to  point  out  to  them  the  person  of  Lucilla, 
as  she  sat  in  the  carriage ;  the  soldiers  likewise 
were  disguised  similarly  to  the  marquis. 

As  soon  as  the  marquis  had  placed  Lucilla  in 
the  vehicle,  which  he  had  purposely  stationed  at 
a  commodious  distance,  and  in  a  spot  quite  secure 
from  intrusion,  the  soldiers  threw  off  their  upper 
garments,  and  appeared  in  their  usual  dress ;  they 
then  mounted  their  steeds,  and  surrounding  the 
carriage,  pursued  the  route  they  had  been  dii-ectcd 
to  take.  By  tliis  finesse,  the  effects  of  inquuy  were 
frustrated,  and  the  whole  affair  was  covered,  as  it 
were,  with  an  impenetrable  veil.  But  the  marquis 
inwardly  resented  the  king's  treatment  of  himself. 
He  had  petitioned  for  the  hand  of  Lucilla,  and  had 
been  refused;  he  had  sersed  his  sovereign,  he 
considered,  for  a  number  of  years  with  reputation 
and  fidelity,  and  he  now  overlooked  his  services 
for  the  pleasure  of  indulging  a  private  pique;  he 
therefore  resolved  for  once  to  deceive  Philip,  and 
secretly  marry  the  object  of  his  affection,  who 
would  afterwards,  he  expected,  for  her  own  secu- 
rity, confine  herself  to  the  retirement  suited  to  her 
dangerous  circumstances.  In  fonning  these  de- 
signs, the  marquis  was  actuated  by  two  powerful 
motives, — first,  an  increased  attachment  towards 
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the  person  of  Lucilla;  secondly,  he  was  fearful  lest 
some  accident  should  restore  the  unfortunate  Duke 
of  Aranda  to  the  favour  of  his  sovereign,  when  he 
himself  would  undoubtedly  fall  into  disgrace, 
which  so  close  an  union  with  the  family  would  in 
all  probability  prevent.  But  as  everything  had 
been  previously  arranged  at  the  convent  whither 
Lucilla  was  to  be  conveyed,  and  as  these  soldiers 
had,  from  a  point  of  necessity,  as  well  as  jDolicy, 
been  united  in  his  confidence  with  the  king,  whose 
sagacity  and  subtle  qualities  he  had  reason  to 
dread,  it  was  a  matter  of  importance  to  him  to 
keep  up  appearances:  for  this  reason  he  arrived 
at  the  convent,  and  gave  the  signal  which  had  been 
agreed  upon  between  himself  and  the  lady  abbess. 
"I  will  give  tlu'ee  distinct  knocks  at  the  gate," 
said  he,  "  that  you  may  be  prepared  to  receive  my 
daughter,  as  you  will  find  her  extremely  refractory, 
and  possibly  we  shall  not  reach  hither  till  very 
late  at  night." 

By  thus  introducing  Lucilla  to  the  abbess  as 
his  daughter,  he  silenced  the  voice  of  curiosity, 
and  secured  his  own  authority  in  dictating  the 
arrangements  that  were  to  admit  her  to  the  bosom 
of  the  church.  Fear  of  the  king's  resentment  had 
hitherto  triumphed  over  his  inclinations,  and  he 
had  proceeded   thus  far  in  the  affair  before  he 
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thought  of  engaging  in  a  more  dangerous  scheme. 
Ere  the  porter  opened  the  gates  of  the  monastery, 
the  marquis  dismissed  the  soldiers,  and  as  soon 
as  he  could  be  admitted,  he  was  ushered  into  the 
superior's  apartment,  and  having  advanced  a 
plausible  talc  that  was  calculated  to  deceive  his 
hearer,  he  made  her  a  very  rich  present,  at  the 
same  time  expressing  his  regi'et  that  circumstances 
had  conspired  to  disappoint  his  views. 

The  marquis  now  re-entered  his  carriage, 
and  drove  to  a  sj^lendid  mansion  of  his  own 
some  leagues  distant;  the  urgency  of  the  moment 
had  obliged  him  to  restrain  by  compulsive  mea- 
sures the  agonized  emotions  of  his  beautiful  cap- 
tive; but  as  soon  as  he  had  secured  her  per- 
son beneath  his  own  roof,  he  condescended  to 
listen  to  the  suggestions  of  pity  and  politeness, 
and  he  ordered  eveiy  attention  to  be  paid  to  her 
comfort  and  convenience.  Riaza,  who  had  been 
his  anued  companion  in  the  vehicle,  with  a  view 
to  awe  Lucilla  into  silence,  and  also  to  guard  her 
person  should  any  event  oblige  him  to  quit  it  for 
a  time,  was  retained  by  the  marquis,  as  ho  foresaw 
that  his  services  would  again  be  wanted,  but  flat- 
tered himself  that  it  would  be  on  a  more  pleasing 
occasion  than  the  present.  In  his  epistles  to  our 
heroine  he  concealed  his  name,  for  obvious  reasons, 
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but  strictly  adhered  to  the  truth,  but  had  the  mor- 
tification to  find  that  his  formidable  representa- 
tions had  no  power  to  impel  her  to  a  compliance 
with  his  wishes ;  and  as  he  had  exceeded  the  time 
considerably,  when  Philip  might  with  reason  ex- 
pect his  return  to  Madrid,  he  grev/  alarmed  lest 
that  sagacious  monarch  should  suspect  his  designs; 
he  therefore,  after  mature  reflection,  addressed  to 
him  a  billet,  in  which  he  feigned  a  sudden  illness, 
which  had  obliged  him,  he  said,  to  repair  to  one 
of  his  estates  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  Romera, 
within  two  posts  of  Saragossa. 

But  it  required  a  much  more  fertile  genius  than 
the  marquis  could  boast  of  to  mislead  one  who  was 
gifted  with  the  highest  natural  talents,  and  whose 
experience  in  the  ways  of  men  could  only  be  ex- 
ceeded by  the  promptitude  of  his  actions.  Philip's 
*ticuteness  immediately  detected  so  shallow  an  arti- 
fice, and  with  provoking  speed  he  discovered  and 
hastened  to  the  spot  to  prove  the  obedience  of  his 
deceitful  subject. 

The  marquis  was  taken  by  surprise ;  and  when 
Philip  sarcastically  congratulated  him  on  his  rapid 
return  to  health,  he  was  too  much  embarrassed 
to  reply.  However,  the  king  partook  of  some  re- 
freshment, and  then  withdrew,  in  company  with 
the  marquis,  to  one  of  the  galleries,  where  he  con- 
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founded  him  still  more  by  interrogations,  which, 
though  they  were  such  as  he  expected,  yet  the 
consciousness  of  guilt  gave  his  answers  an  air  of 
insincerity  that  strengthened  the  monarch's  sus- 
picions ;  and  the  latter  was  on  the  point  of  pe- 
remptorily taxing  him  with  dissimulation,  when 
the  object  that  had  engaged  his  thoughts  suddenly 
rushed  towards  him,  and  throwing  herself  at  his 
feet,  fainted  away. 

The  marquis  was  struck  with  consternation  at 
this  exposure  of  his  artful  proceeding,  and  still 
more  so  at  the  exclamations  and  singular  arrest 
of  his  female  servant.  But  the  king's  indignation, 
as  regarding  his  fair  prisoner,  excited  his  alarm, 
and  made  him  ti-emble  for  his  own  safety;  and 
the  moment  he  was  left  alone  with  his  majesty,  he 
humbly  besought  his  pardon,  and  candidly  avow- 
ing the  designs  he  had  in  view,  threw  himself 
upon  his  mercy. 

The  monarch  was  touched  with  his  frankness 
and  humility ;  and  after  sternly  reproving  his  dis- 
obedience and  arrogance,  he  accepted  his  apology, 
on  condition  that  he  immediately  conveyed  his 
captive  to  the  seclusion  which  had  been  fixed 
upon  as  the  boundary  of  her  future  prospects. 
The  marquis  was  too  happy  to  be  so  easily  re- 
instated in  the  king's  favour  not  to  comply ;  and 
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though  it  cost  him  a  struggle  to  resign  the  woman 
he  was  ambitious  to  call  his  own,  yet  he  threw  off 
the  appearance  of  a  lover,  to  adopt  once  more 
the  character  of  a  ruffian ;  and  to  avoid  observa- 
tion, he  proceeded,  attended  by  Riaza,  to  the 
monastery  in  the  night.  The  loud  ringing  of  the 
bell  at  such  an  unseasonable  hour,  surprised  its 
inmates ;  but  when  the  abbess  was  informed  that 
it  was  followed  by  three  knocks,  she  ordered  the 
stranger  to  be  instantly  admitted.  What  story 
he  now  framed  to  impose  upon  the  good  lady's 
understanding  is  of  no  importance ;  a  handsome 
gratuity  was  to  follow  Donna  Lucilla's  taking  the 
veil.  This  promise  alone,  the  marquis  knew,  was 
sufficient  to  purchase  the  assistance  and  prudent 
silence  of  the  whole  sisterhood.  As  soon  as  the 
marquis  returned  to  Madrid,  he  communicated 
the  consequence  of  his  measures  to  the  king, 
over  whose  mind  he  soon  regained  his  accustomed 
influence,  and  established  himself  in  his  con- 
fidence ;  but  a  circumstance  shortly  occurred  that 
obliged  him,  as  formerly,  to  exercise  his  inge- 
nuity— this  was  the  appearance  of  Antonio  at 
Don  Lewis's,  whom  he  soon  learned  was  brother 
to  Donna  Lucilla.  He  trembled  at  this  intelli- 
gence ;  and  knowing  it  would  be  a  folly  to  con- 
ceal his  knowledge  of  the  matter,  as  Philip  would 
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receive  the  information  fi-om  various  quarters,  he 
detennined  to  be  the  first  to  furnish  his  sovereign 
with  the  truth,  and  at  the  same  time  to  offer  his 
services  in  any  way  that  would,  in  the  end,  be  the 
means  of  removing  so  obnoxious  a  being.  Philip 
received  the  marquis's  account  ^vith  as  great  a 
panic  as  if  he  had  been  smitten  with  some  ter- 
rible calamity ;  and  not  all  the  splendour  of  An- 
tonio's heroic  actions,  not  all  the  services  he  had 
rendered  his  sovereign,  which  had  been  equal  to 
that  of  a  veteran,  could  save  him  from  the  multi- 
plied snares  of  his  implacable  vengeance.*  He 
was  appointed  second  in  command  to  the  troops 
going  to  Ireland,  as  has  been  seen  ;  but  Riaza 
was  employed  by  the  marquis  to  assassinate  him ; 
and  to  give  him  the  better  opportunity  of  cany- 
ing  his  execrable  purpose  into  effect,  the  wretch 
was  prevailed  on  to  take  a  place  among  the  ranks. 
It  was  he,  therefore,  that  attracted  Antonio's  atten- 
tion whilst  on  board  his  ship ;  and  it  was  he,  as 
it  may  be  conjectured,  that  aimed  a  blow  at  his 
life  when  his  victim  was  upon  his  accustomed 


*  Philip,  when  it  suited  his  purpose,  did  not  hesitate  to 
resort  to  the  means  of  assassination,  as  may  be  understood  by 
the  fate  of  Escovedo,  the  favourite  secretary  of  Don  John  of 
Austria,  who,  by  his  orders,  was  killed  in  the  streets  of 
Madrid. 

VOL.  ir.  o 
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duty,  no  favourable  moment  having  presented 
itself  till  that  unlbrtunate  evening.  The  inter- 
ference of  Franco,  though  critically  lucky  to  An- 
tonio, was  fatal  to  himself;  and  thus,  in  a  moment 
of  imagined  security,  did  he  pay  the  price  of  his 
former  misdeeds.  Riaza  not  being  aware  whether 
or  not  he  had  really  despatched  our  hero,  would 
have  made  sure  work  by  another  stroke,  but  was 
obliged  to  fly  to  escape  detection.  But  although 
soon  convinced  that  Antonio  was  still  in  exist- 
ence, he  was  deteiTed  in  his  further  attempts  by 
the  early  and  unexpected  approach  of  the  enemy ; 
and  after  the  engagement  was  over,  he  was  found 
among  the  slain  by  a  humane  Irishman,  who, 
perceiving  that  he  breathed,  had  him  taken  to  his 
hovel,  where  his  wounds  were  dressed ;  and  Riaza, 
as  soon  as  he  recovered,  repaid  his  noble  bene- 
factor by  the  seduction  of  his  daughter,  whom  he 
shortly  left,  and  after  an  absence  of  some  months, 
again  crossed  the  frontiers  of  Spain.  But  of  this 
hereafter. 

Philip  now  considered  himself  freed  from  all 
further  interruption  from  those  whom  he  deter- 
mined to  regard  as  his  enemies ;  and  more  par- 
ticularly as  the  event  of  the  battle  was  so  dis- 
astrous, and  as  those  who  found  not  an  honour- 
able  grave  were  put  to  the  sword  by  the  English 
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general.  Guess,  tlien,  his  astonishment  and  even 
horror,  when  Antonio  suddenly  appeared  before 
him  >A-ith  despatches  fi'om  Elizabeth,  by  whom  he 
had  been  equally  distinguished  and  honoured. 

As  soon  as  he  had  dismissed  the  unwelcome 
intruder,  he  summoned  the  marquis  to  his  private 
apanment,  and  indignantly  reproached  him  for 
the  failure  of  a  project  that  announced  liis  in- 
capacity to  avenge  his  sovereign.  "  However," 
said  the  king,  "  his  re -appearance  is  an  augiu-y  of 
his  fate,  although  it  is  a  riddle  I  can't  expound  ;" 
meaning,  by  tliese  words,  to  have  recourse  to  a 
more  certain  expedient.  But  the  marquis  begged 
to  be  allowed  the  privilege  of  devising  a  plan  that 
might  pave  the  way,  he  thought,  for  a  pretext  to 
arraign  his  conduct.  • 

"  "WTiilst  in  the  Netherlands,"  continued  tlie 
marquis,  "  he  was  in  the  habit  of  receiving  letters, 
according  to  Don  Frederick  de  Toledo's  account, 
from  a  post  to^-n  within  the  precincts  of  the 
Pyrenees.  Doubtless  his  connexions  are  in  that 
neighbourhood ;  and  from  the  secresy  and  mystery 
that  surround  his  fortune,  they  are  probably 
such  as  are  inimical  to  your  majesty's  govern- 
ment ;  and  as  most  likely  he  will  now  take  ad- 
vantage of  his  being  disengaged  to  journey  thither, 
I  will,  with  your  majesty's  permission,  follow  him 
o  2 
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in  disguise,  and  eventually  discover  his  haunts  ;  it 
will  then  remain  for  your  majesty's  consideration 
how  far  he  is  deemed  despicable  and  rendered 
odious  by  a  plausible  tale." 

The  king's  ansvrer  to  this  speech  reached  the 
ears  of  Antonio,  as  well  as  his  former  one,  when 
he  missed  his  way  in  the  gallery.  Phihp,  though 
doubtful  of  the  result,  was  still  willing  to  make 
the  marquis  an  instrument  in  the  destruction  of 
Antonio,  and  he  at  length  acceded  to  the  plan. 
He  was  urged  to  this,  however,  by  an  irresistible 
curiosity  which  suddenly  invaded  his  royal  bosom, 
and  united  its  influence  to  his  vindictive  feelings, 
whilst  sm'mises  altogether  new  acted  as  a  spur 
to  hi&  desires.  In  the  meantime,  the  vigilance  of 
the  marquis  slept  not,  and  he  was  speedily  satis- 
fied that  our  hero  was  really  on  the  eve  of 
departure  to  some  distant  spot;  and  by  inde- 
fatigable watching,  assisted  by  inquiry,  he  ascer- 
tained the  precise  moment  of  his  leaving  Madrid. 
The  marquis,  mounted  on  horseback,  and  unat- 
tended, pursued  the  same  route  as  our  hero,  at 
the  time  when,  on  affection's  wing,  he  hastened 
to  the  duke's  abode ;  but  the  marquis  constantly 
kept  one  regular  distance,  and  wherever  Antonio 
j)ut  up  for  the  night,  he  made  it  a  point  to  lodge 
near  him ;  and  as  he  paid  with  a  munificent  hand, 
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he  always  got  accommodated.  He  changed  his 
horse  at  the  post-house  when  convenient,  and  by 
a  series  of  pi*udent  measures  answerable  to  his 
pui-pose,  amved  at  the  spot  fi-om  whence  he 
could  perceive  Antonio  discharge  his  post-lads, 
and  continue  his  jouniey  on  foot.  This  proceed- 
ing appeared  to  the  mind  of  the  marquis  like  a 
precaution,  and  hastily  lea^-ing  his  own  horse  to 
the  care  of  the  first  person  who  would  take  the 
charge  of  it,  he  followed  at  a  distance,  still  keep- 
ing our  hero  in  \-iew.  Owing  to  the  direction  of 
the  clouds  and  other  causes,  Antonio  could  not 
discern  any  one  near ;  and  the  marquis,  from  an 
adjoining  projection  of  a  rock  covered  with  wood, 
beheld  our  hero  enter  the  dwelling  of  the  duke. 

With  a  mind  laden  with  intelligence,  the  mar- 
quis hurried  back  to  Madrid  as  fast  as  four  post- 
horses  could  possibly  draw  him.  Philip  received 
the  news  of  his  success  with  surprise,  and  de- 
clared his  intention  to  gain,  by  stratagem,  admit- 
tance to  that  mansion,  whose  remoteness  seemed 
to  promise  the  elucidation  of  some  mysterious 
transaction.  In  fact,  his  vigorous  ideas  were 
already  awake  to  the  truth,  and,  in  a  state  of 
mental  anxiety,  he  secreted  the  purse  that  he  had 
taken  from  the  duke  in  his  vest,  and  on  some 
trivial  pretence  left  his  palace  at  Madrid,  and, 
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accompanied  by  his  retinue,  advanced  on  his 
journey,  intending  to  fix  his  quarters  at  a  eon- 
Yenient  distance  from  the  mountains. 

On  his  fust  entrance  into  the  duke's  habitation, 
he  gazed  with  eagerness  on  the  person  of  the 
reverend  being  Avho  appeared  in  all  the  natural 
simplicity  of  the  primeval  fathers,  but  whose 
features  were  characterized  by  no  resemblance 
familiar  to  his  recollection,  and  he  began  to  tliink 
that  he  had  imposed  upon  himself  a  task  that 
only  embaiTassed  his  feelings;  but  as  lie  con- 
tinued to  contemplate  the  outlines  of  his  coun- 
tenance, and  to  mark  the  varied  tones  of  his 
voice,  his  memory  strengthened  by  degrees,  and 
he  inwardly  pronounced  him  to  be  the  Duke  of 
Aranda;  yet  fearful  of  being  too  precipitate  in 
his  proceedings,  he  determined  to  have  a  more 
decisive  proof  of  his  identity.  In  the  meantime, 
the  board  was  spread  with  refreshments  ;  but  his 
magnanimity  would  not  suffer  him,  under  such 
circumstances,  to  accept  of  the  com*tesy  of  the 
host ;  and  while  his  courtiers  enjoyed  the  novelty 
of  the  feast,  his  thoughts  reverted  to  tender  scenes 
long  j)ast;  and  beneath  then-  soft  and  pleasing 
influence  his  vengeance  for  a  moment  was  lulled. 

After  the  repast  was  over,  he  placed  himself 
near  the  duke,  and  in  such  a  position  as  to  leave 
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bim  at  full  liberty  to  examine  his  features  with- 
out violating  the  rules  of  politeness ;  and  in  con- 
sequence of  this  minute  scrutiny,  the  object  of  his 
enmity,  at  length,  was  revealed  to  his  indignant 
view,  and  he  then  placed  the  purse  before  him, 
believing  that  the  sight  of  this  would  call  foith 
emotions  that  all  liis  an  would  not  be  able  to 
conceal.  The  event  answered  his  expectations  ; 
and  had  a  shadow  of  a  doubt  been  left  upon  his 
mind  as  to  his  person,  the  tremor  and  agony  of 
his  victim  would  have  tacitly  confessed  the  truth. 
The  sight  of  Lucilla,  however,  was  a  great  sur- 
prise both  to  Philip  and  the  marquis ;  the  latter 
had  not  N-isited  the  convent  from  the  time  he 
left  her  there.  How  she  had  found  means  to 
escape  the  vigdance  of  the  lady  abbess  and  the 
nuns,  neither  were  able  to  conjecture;  but  as  the 
king  was  resolved  to  bring  the  duke  to  the  stake, 
he  was  also  resolved,  in  some  way,  during  the 
proceedings,  to  implicate  both  her  and  Antonio, 
and  by  publicly  outlawing  the  latter,  and  con- 
fining the  fonner  for  life  within  a  convent's  walls, 
at  once  remove  these  objects  of  his  furious  jealousy. 
The  arrest  of  the  domestics  originated  from  the 
same  principle ;  and  though  he  intended  them  no 
personal  injury,  yet  it  gratified  his  feelings  to  give 
this  additional  pang  to  the  duke. 
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The  ting,  on  amving  at  Yalladolid,  commended 
the  marquis  for  his  penetration  and  vigilance; 
and  the  latter,  perceiving  his  sovereign  so  well 
satisfied  "with  his  services,  ventured  to  solicit  the 
liberation  of  his  housekeeper,  or,  as  we  shall  call 
her,  the  duenna,  from  the  dungeons  of  the  Inqui- 
sition. 

Philip  refused  the  boon;  for,  recollecting  this 
woman's  superior  skill  in  the  art  of  intrigue,  he 
was  much  inclined  to  believe  that  she  had  equally 
distinguished  herself  in  the  (to  him)  hateful  con- 
nexion which  had  taken  place  between  the  duke 
and  Isabella ;  and  though  he  could  accuse  her  of 
no  treasonable  designs,  yet  he  intended  to  punish 
her  for  domestic  treachery,  independent  of  the 
desire  he  had  to  secure  a  person  so  well  ac- 
quainted with  his  eai'ly  errors. 
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CHAPTER  XII. 


Altpiough  Philip  never  travelled  without  his  con- 
fessor, yet  Don  Fernando,  from  the  sacrcdness  of 
his  habit,  having  no  association  with  the  coiu'- 
tiers,  remained  in  utter  ignorance  of  the  proceed- 
ings against  the  duke  (of  whose  destiny  he  knew 
nodiing),  and  Philip  himself,  conscious  of  the 
motives  which  had  actuated  his  measures,  main- 
tained a  profound  silence  on  the  subject ;  but 
when  the  duke  was  arraigned  before  the  tribunal 
of  the  Inquisition,  Don  Fernando,  he  being  pre- 
sent, recognised  in  the  person  of  the  criminal  liis 
unfortunate  son-in-law.  80  extraordinary  a  dis- 
covery was  attended  with  emotions  that  he  was 
ill  able  to  suppress,  and  with  a  gi'oan  of  mental 
anguish  he  heard  the  sentence  that  doomed  so 
near  a  relation  to  a  terrible  death. 
o  3 
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Philip,  in  j^ondering  upon  the  affair  of  the 
duke,  recollected  the  exclamations  of  the  duenna, 
and  his  jealous  mind  suggesting  something  of 
which  he  was  not  aware,  sent  Don  Fernando  to 
receive  her  confession.  On  Don  Fernando's 
anival  at  the  prison  of  the  Inquisition,  he  was  in 
formed  that  she  was  so  ill  as  not  to  be  capable  of 
uttering  one  intelligible  sentence ;  in  consequence 
of  this,  his  future  visit  was  defeiTed  till  the  morn- 
ing of  the  day  on  which  the  duke  was  to  have  been 
executed ;  he  then  found  her  so  much  amended  as 
to  be  able  to  answer  his  various  interrogations; 
but  he  was  almost  bereaved  of  his  senses  Avhen  he 
found  that  he  was  receiving  the  confessions  of  a 
female  who  had  been  the  primary  cause  of  those 
tragical  events  in  his  family  which  had  obliged 
him  to  bury  his  name  and  rank  beneath  a  cowl. 

"  Have  you  never  been  able  to  ascertain,"  in- 
quii'ed  Dan  Fernando,  "whether  the  name  of  Don 
Pedro  Montilla  was  fictitious.?" 

"  No,"  returned  the  duenna ;  "  nor  had  I,  from 
that  period,  seen  his  person  till  he  commanded  me 
to  be  taken  to  the  dungeons  of  the  Inquisition." 

"  Ha  !  was  it  this  Don  Pedro  Montilla  that 
ordered  you  to  the  Inquisition  V  exclaimed  Don 
Fernando. 

The  duenna  answered  in  the  affirmative,  and 
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Don  Fernando,  without  discovering  himself,  left 
her  cell  and  hastened  to  the  palace  of  Philip.  In 
his  sovereign  he  had  now  to  a  certainty,  he  re- 
flected, found  the  beti'ayer  of  his  daughter,  which, 
from  the  circumstance  of  the  portrait,  he  had  long 
suspected ;  but  he  had  no  resource  but  to  mourn 
in  secret  his  blighted  honour,  and  to  consign  to 
the  depths  of  liis  bosom  the  heavy  injuries  of  him- 
self and  family. 

In  silent  anguish  he  presented  the  confession 
of  the  duenna  to  Philip,  though  what  could  be  his 
motive  for  desiring  it,  or  wherefore  he  persecuted 
so  helpless  a  creature,  he  was  at  a  loss  to  conjec- 
ture. From  these  and  similar  thoughts  he  was 
roused  by  the  agitation  and  emphatic  exclamations 
of  the  monarch.  His  surprise  and  joy  on  the  oc- 
casion can  only  be  imagined  by  the  force  of  his 
own  words,  which  have  already  been  noticed. 

The  confession  of  the  duenna  contained  most 
of  those  paiticulai's  with  which  PhiHp  was  unac- 
quainted, and  in  perusing  it  over  he  discovered 
that  she  had,  to  serve  her  ovm.  ends,  unhappily 
deceived  him  respecting  the  name  of  tlie  fair  crea- 
ture he  had  so  passionately  loved,  and  by  calling 
her  Victoria,  instead  of  Isabella,  she  had  laid  him 
under  a  mistake  that  had  ultimately  led  to  the 
most  fatal  results ;  but  that  these  facts  came  to  his 
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knowledge  at  a  moment  so  critical  to  the  life  of 
the  injured  duke  was  a  matter  so  overwhelming 
and  grateful  to  his  feelings,  that  he  could  not  for- 
bear giving  utterance  to  the  emotions  of  his  heart. 
During  the  confessor's  absence,  his  mind  was  tor- 
tm*ed  by  the  reflection,  that  in  order  to  gratify  an 
insatiable  vengeance,  a  most  cruel,  but  gioundless 
jealousy,  he  had  imprisoned  in  the  castle  of 
Uzeda,  for  above  twenty  years,  a  lovely  and  inno- 
cent female,  the  Duchess  of  Aranda. 

On  the  confessor's  retmn  from  Uzeda,  he  went 
to  the  Inquisition,  as  commanded  by  Philip,  to 
prepare  the  injured  duke  for  the  happiness  that 
awaited  him.  On  being  admitted  to  his  cell,  he 
found  him  on  his  knees  at  prayer.  He,  however, 
rose,  and  meekly  bowled  to  the  trembling  saluta- 
tion of  the  father.  "  My  son,"  said  the  latter,  "  may 
felicity  crown  your  declining  years,  and  may  you 
hear  with  that  fortitude  for  which  you  are  so 
eminent,  that  the  king  hath  discovered  your  inno- 
cence, and  that  you  will  speedily  be  re-united  to 
your  afflicted  family." 

The  duke,  with  impressive  joy  beaming  in  his 
eyes,  raised  the  crucifix  that  was  suspended  from 
his  bosom,  to  his  lips,  and  then  dropping  it,  in- 
voked a  blessing  on  the  head  of  his  sovereign. 
The  piety  and  loyal  attachment  of  the  duke  deeply 
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affected  Don  Fernando,  and,  with  a  cry  of  trans- 
poit,  he  threw  hhnself  on  the  beloved  breast  of 
his  son-in-law.  The  duke,  surprised  at  the  action, 
inquired  the  cause  of  his  sudden  emotion.  "  I 
am  Don  Fernando  Conzala,"  he  replied,  exposing 
his  countenance  to  the  view  of  the  duke;  "  and  am 
the  harbinger  of  other  joyful  and  eventful  tidings. 
Bear  up,  my  son,  for  Heaven,  as  a  reward  to  suffer- 
ing virtue,  pours  down  its  blessings  in  copious 
floods,  so  that  the  cup  of  bliss  iTins  over." 

For  a  moment,  the  duke  scrutinized  eacli  ex- 
pressive line  of  his  care-worn  features,  and  at 
length,  with  a  mixture  of  extreme  pleasure  and 
siu^iise,  he  recollected  his  person,  and  returned 
liis  embraces  ;  but  when  Don  Fernando,  in  tender 
and  faltering  language,  infonned  him  of  the  ex- 
istence of  his  Ts-ife,  and  of  her  long  captivity,  his 
spirits  and  his  sensibility  could  not  contend  with 
so  many  united  events,  and  he  dissolved  in  tears 
of  tenderness. 

After  giving  a  short  time  to  the  indulgence  of  his 
emotions,  the  duke,  attended  by  Don  Fernando, 
for  ever  left  the  gloomy  walls  of  the  Inquisition. 
The  duenna  was  likewise  liberated  at  the  same 
moment,  and  they  then  proceeded  to  the  palace. 

The  duenna,  it  may  be  recollected,  finding  that 
a  discovery  had  taken  place  during  her  absence, 


302  THE    OATH    OF    ALLEGIANCE. 

and  also  that  the  death  of  Isabella  had  ensued, 
hastily  collected  her  j)roperty,  and  left  the  man- 
sion of  Don  Fernando,  whose  exti'eme  wrath  she 
dared  not  encounter.  She,  however,  sought  the 
widowed  dwelling  of  her  sister,  to  whom  she  com- 
municated her  embarrassment,  yet  taking  care  at 
the  same  time  not  to  expose  either  her  onati  guilt 
or  the  weakness  of  the  lovely  creatm*e  she  had 
ensnared.  As  the  duenna,  through  the  Uberalit;y 
of  Philip,  was  fiunished  with  the  means  of  exist- 
ence, she  and  her  sister  removed  to  a  considerable 
distance,  and  for  a  few  years  lived  in  comfortable 
retirement;  but  at  last  her  sister  was  carried  off 
from  the  cares  of  this  world  by  a  contagious  dis- 
ease, and  the  duenna  herself  shortly  felt  the  force 
of  its  fatal  influence,  and  for  many  months  her 
situation  was  extremely  doubtful ;  but  she  reco- 
vered her  health  only  to  feel  the  effects  of  an 
irremediable  loss:  she  had  been  robbed  during 
her  illness  of  all  the  riches  that  her  avarice  and 
cunniug  had  heaped  together.  With  hopes  all 
blasted,  and  with  a  mind  full  of  agony,  she  made 
known  her  loss  to  a  lady  in  the  neighbourhood, 
who,  pitying  her  distress,  humanely  took  her  to 
superintend  her  domestic  affairs.  As  the  duenna 
had  changed  her  name,  and  some  years  had 
passed  over  her  head  since  she  left  the  service 
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of  Don  Fernando,  her  fears,  both  as  relating  to 
him  and  the  mysterious  Don  Pedro  Montilla,  were 
greatly  abated.  But  death,  who  knows  no  dis« 
tinction  of  persons,  removed  her  benefacti'ess,  and 
she  was  once  more  destitute,  but  happily  got  re- 
commended to  the  Marquis  of  Siguenza,  who,, 
wanting  at  the  time  an  elderly  female  of  superior 
endowments  to  take  charge  of  his  own  domestic 
concerns,  engaged  her,  without  further  inquhy,  to 
fill  the  important  situation.  But  though  secured 
against  the  encroachments  of  poverty,  and  li^ing 
apparently  in  contentment,  yet  misfortunes,  dis- 
gi-ace,  and  disappointment  had  tended  to  awaken 
the  powers  of  reflection,  and  to  introduce  into  her 
bosom  occasional  fits  of  remorse,  for  having  been 
instrmnental  in  precipitating  the  matchless  Isa- 
bella to  the  grave.  These  emotions,  mixed  with 
inward  dread,  lest  chance  should,  at  any  future 
time,  expose  her  to  the  knowledge  of  the  deeply- 
injured  Don  Fernando,  were  alone  sufficient  to 
poison  her  repose  ;  but  her  feelings  were  often 
imder  the  influence  of  something  still  more  formi- 
dable. In  the  silence  of  her  own  apartment,  in  the 
dead  of  the  night,  fancy  sounded  in  her  ears  the 
tremendous  words  of  Don  Pedro  Montilla : — 
**  Should  you  waver  in  your  trust,  or  aught  of  ill 
befal   her,   vour   life    shall   be   forfeited  on    the 
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rack."  This  was  the  language  of  one  that  was 
conscious  of  his  own  power,  she  thought;  and 
though  she  had  done  her  best,  under  such  critical 
circumstances,  would  he  believe  it?  She  was  con- 
vinced he  would  not,  and  that  on  her  head  would 
fall  the  effects  of  his  rage  and  disappointment. 
The  appearance  of  Donna  Lucilla  increased  her 
confusion  and  distress ;  but  gratitude  bound  her 
to  the  marquis,  and  knowing  his  views  to  be  ho- 
nourable, her  repugnance  to  take  the  care  of  her 
person  was  lessened.  When  Lucilla  so  unex- 
pectedly eluded  her  vigilance,  and  rushed  into  the 
gallery,  the  duty  of  her  office  obliged  her  to  follow 
her  steps.  She  had  never  seen  Philip  in  his  kingly 
character ;  but  Don  Pedro  Montilla,  with  every 
sti'iking  lineament  of  his  countenance,  was  ever 
present  to  her  imagination  ;  and  Philip,  consider- 
ing the  lapse  of  time,  was  but  little  altered  in  his 
person.  The  visage  of  his  early  youth  had  exhi- 
bited the  same  harsh  and  sagacious  lines,  the  same 
expression  of  cruel  and  inexorable  sternness,  the 
glance  of  his  eye  quick,  penetrating,  and  arbitrary, 
was  besides  not  easily  forgotten.  It  can  be  a 
matter  of  no  surprise,  then,  that  the  duenna  should 
immediately  recognise  his  person,  and  that  in  her 
terror  and  affright  she  should  utter  exclamations 
that  exposed  her  to  the  fmy  of  him  who,  very  pro- 
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bably,  would  have  totally  overlooked  her  person 
had  she  been  more  upon  her  guard.  But  notwith- 
standing these  proceedings,  and  her  succeeding 
inter\iew  with  him.  she  remained  in  ignorance  of 
his  real  quality  till  he  acknowledged  Lucilla  for 
his  daughter.  Astonishment  and  awe  kept  her 
silent ;  but  delight  at  so  extraordinary  a  discovery 
softened  her  embarrassment.  The  duke  himself 
had  often  noticed  the  mole  upon  Lucilla's  temple, 
which  the  duenna  pointed  out  as  a  singularity^ ;  but 
he  was  not  so  much  struck  with  this  distinguishing 
mark  as  he  was  with  the  cenain  an  and  eyes  of 
Lucilla;  and  these  severally  reflected,  as  a  minor, 
the  peculiar  characteristics  of  Philip.  He  knew 
that  Philip  when  young  was  extremely  gallant, 
and  though  at  all  times  a  bigot  and  a  despot,  yet 
he  was  amorous  and  insinuating,  and  it  was  not 
at  all  unhkely  but  he  was  the  seducer  of  Don 
Feraando's  daughter,  whom  accident  might  have 
introduced  to  his  notice. 

These  ideas,  however  vague  at  the  time,  were 
considerably  strengthened  by  the  remarks  of  An- 
tonio, on  his  return  from  the  bull-fight,  whose 
opinion,  as  touching  the  likeness,  was,  he  saw, 
similai*  to  his  own ;  but  prudence  obliged  him  to 
waive  a  subject  that  at  best  was  doubtful  and  in- 
tricate ;   equally   so  was  the  seizure  of  Lucilla's 
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person,  and  the  threats  contained  in  the  epistles 
of  her  unknown  lover ;  but  he  would  have  deemed 
it  sacrilege  to  have  cherished  the  least  susi^icion 
that  Philip  w^as  accessory  to  so  great  an  act  of 
violence. 

In  the  dungeons  of  the  Inquisition,  he  had 
ample  opportunity  to  weigh,  as  well  as  other 
events,  the  various  occurrences  connected  with 
the  purse.  Philip's  motive  for  producing  it  at 
such  a  moment  was  obvious  to  the  duke  ;  but  how 
it  came  in  his  possession,  and  wherefore  he  ap- 
peared so  interested  in  a  trifle  which,  however 
valuable  to  the  owner,  could  possess  no  attractions 
for  a  king,  was  a  mystery  that  excited  his  highest 
astonishment.  In  short,  the  greater  efforts  his 
tortured  mind  made  to  find  a  clue  to  these  per- 
plexities, the  more  it  was  confounded  and  dis- 
tracted. But  at  length.  Providence,  at  a  juncture 
the  most  alarming  and  critical,  when  no  succour 
could  be  expected,  when  hope  itself  was  extinct, 
and  every  avenue  to  deliverance  appeared  to  be 
closed,  solved  the  difficulties,  and  vindicated  the 
cause  of  injured  merit. 
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CHAPTER  XIII. 

Philip,  in  the  privacy  of  his  closet,  made  his 
fiitare  arrangements;  his  heart  was  tooched,  his 
feelings  hmnanized,  and,  alone  and  nnseen,  the 
merciless  judge,  the  inexorable  soTcreign,  and 
stem  accuser  wept :  he  detested  his  own  erring 
jealousy,  and  late  rigour,  so  insulting  to  the  affec- 
tions of  the  fair  innocent  who  had  &Uen  a  sacrifice 
to  his  passions,  and  to  whose  memory  he  at  this 
moment  paid  the  voluntary  tribute  of  a  tender  and 
commiserating  tear  :  at  the  same  time  he  resolTed 
to  conceal  her  fault  from  the  reproaches  of  the 
world,  by  never  acknowledging  that  she  was  the 
mother  of  LuciUa.  He  believed  that  none  were 
acquainted  with  so  imfortunate  a  circranstance 
save   the  members   of  her   own  famitv  and  the 
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duenna;  and  the  latter  he  knew  would  willingly  be 
silent  on  a  subject  that  reflected  no  credit  on  her 
integrity.  But  as  far  as  the  matter  conceraed  him- 
self, he  intended  to  waive  his  delicacy,  and  by  pre- 
senting Lucilla  to  the  public  as  his  daughter, 
make  some  reparation  for  the  injuries  he  had  done 
her  mother. 

After  other  important  resolutions,  he  retuiiDed 
to  the  duke,  whose  domestics  were  just  leaving 
the  room.  The  duenna,  seeing  the  king  approach, 
whom  she  trembled  again  to  encounter,  attempted 
to  scamper  off  with  the  rest ;  but,  to  her  consterna- 
tion, Philip  arrested  her  flight,  and  desii'ed  her 
further  attendance.  Nothing  less  than  the  dun- 
geon of  the  Inquisition  presented  itself  to  her 
imagination,  and  she  accordingly  begged  him  to 
compassionate  her  feeble  state. 

"  We  have  no  intention,"  said  the  king,  "  of 
consigning  you  to  such  a  fate  ;  but  you  have  been 
guilty  of  one  of  the  most  heinous  oflences  that  can 
darken  the  catalogue  of  crime — the  betraying  of  a 
sacred  trust ;  therefore,  as  some  small  atonement 
to  injured  confidence,  and  as  a  salutary  punish- 
ment to  yourself,  we  sentence  you  to  pass  the 
remnant  of  your  days  among  the  order  of  Grey 
Penitents,  dedicated  to  St.  Catharine." 

And  here  he  commanded  her  silence  as  regard- 
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ing  the  fair  Isabella,  holding  out  a  threat  in  case 
she  had  the  temerity  to  reveal  the  secret.  The 
duenna  declared  it  had  never  passed  her  lips  ex- 
cept to  Don  Fernando,  Ts-ho  received  her  confes- 
sion, and  to  the  noble  branches  of  his  family  that 
were  then  present.  This  statement  was  correct, 
and  they  severally  believed  it;  but  all  coincided 
in  commending  the  wisdom  of  the  king  in  select- 
ing such  an  asylum  for  her,  as  they  considered 
that  it  not  only  secured  her  a  home, but  the  salva- 
tion of  her  sold. 

As  soon  as  the  duenna  was  sent  off  to  her  place 
of  destination,  the  Marquis  of  Siguenza  was 
admitted  to  the  king's  presence.  This  nobleman 
had  twice  applied  for  an  audience,  but  had  been 
refused,  and  he  was  altogether  ignorant  of  the 
events  which  were  a  prelude  to  his  own  disgrace, 
Philip  received  him  with  a  stem  look,  entered 
upon  a  few  preliminary  explanations  necessary  for 
his  purpose,  and  then  ordered  him  to  make  resti- 
tution of  all  the  property'  and  estates  belonging  to 
the  Duke  of  Aranda.  He  also  uj^braided  him  in 
severe  language  for  his  vices,  and  banished  him 
for  ever  from  the  court,  concluding  with  these 
remarks — 

"  It  is  the  greatest  of  all  misfortunes  for  a  pri- 
vate individual,  even,  to  be  troubled  with  a  flatterer 


-310  THE    OATH   OF   ALLEGIANCE. 

in  lieu  of  a  monitor,  but  to  a  king  it  is  doubly  in- 
jurious, since,  on  the  greatness  of  his  mind,  on  his 
sagacity  and  AYisdom,  on  his  vigilance  and  justice, 
and  on  his  unwearied  attention  to  public  affaii-s, 
depend  the  ha23piness,  the  order,  and  prosperity 
of  kingdoms  and  provinces;  his  throne,  instead 
of  being  guarded  by  sycophants,  and  suiTounded 
by  the  impenetrable  barrier  of  rigorous  exclu- 
sion, should  be  as  the  temple  of  God,  a  refuge  for 
suffering  virtue,  and  the  footstool  of  liis  peoj)le. 

The  marquis,  after  vainly  endeavouring  to 
soften  the  king's  resentment,  retired  to  a  distant 
province,  and  there  ended  his  days,  lamented  by 
none;  nor  did  either  friendship  or  love  hallow 
with  a  tear  the  spot  where  his  remains  were  in- 
terred. Philip,  after  he  had  cleared  up  to  the 
duke  every  circumstance  that  required  explana- 
tion, ha^'ing  no  further  occasion  to  stay  at  Valla- 
dolid,  hastened  back  to  Madrid,  where  Lucilla  was 
introduced  as  his  daughter  to  the  admiring  nobi- 
lity that  thronged  the  palace ;  and  though  many 
busied  themselves  in  conjectming  who  could  pos- 
sibly be  her  mother,  yet,  as  curiosity  had  no  clue 
vrhatever  to  the  secret,  it  expu*ed  with  as  much 
haste  as  it  was  engendered.  Antonio,  her  late 
nominal  brother,  received  many  distinguishing 
marks  of  the  royal  favour,  and  Philip  had  it  in  his 


THE    OATH    OF    ALLEGIANCE.  oil 

mind  to  unite  those  two,  who  had  become  dear  to 
his  heart,  in  the  holy  bands  of  matrimony. 

The  duke  and  his  family  speedily  sought  the 
mansion  of  Don  Lewis.  They  found  that  noble- 
man on  tlie  point  of  setting  oflf  for  the  palace,  the 
duke  having  despatched  a  letter  from  Valladolid 
to  apprise  him  of  the  happy  change  in  his  afiairs; 
the  meeting,  a.s  it  may  be  imagined,  was  a  delight- 
l\il  one  to  all  parties.  The  Duchess  of  Aranda 
was  highly  pleased  with  the  beauty  and  accom- 
plishments of  Donna  Leonora. 

"  Ah !"  she  exclaimed  to  the  duke,  "  were  I  per- 
mitted to  choose  a  consort  for  our  beloved  son,  I 
should  certainly  select  that  amiable  creature." 

The  duke  inibrmed  her  that  a  tender  engage- 
ment already  existed  between  tliem,  and  that  it 
only  required  a  ])roper  arrangement  on  their  own 
part  and  Don  Lewis's  to  bring  it  to  a  speedy 
issue. 

The  duchess  was  much  gratified  by  this  account, 
and  in  a  very  few  weeks  our  liero  led  Donna 
Leonora  to  the  altar. 

"  I  have  no  longer  a  dear  sister,  Lucilla,"  said 
Antonio,  as  he  embraced  his  lovely  bride,  "  but 
heaven,  in  giving  to  my  arms  so  beautiful  and 
virtuous  a  creature,  amply  recompenses  me  for  so 
great  a  loss." 
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In  the  meantime,  Don  Yico  hastened  to  pay  his 
respects  to  the  Dnke  of  Arancla,  and  to  congra- 
tulate our  hero,  whom  he  had  ever  most  cordially 
esteemed,  on  his  enviable  prospects.  The  recep- 
tion he  met  with  flattered  his  friendship,  which 
was  conspicuous  in  every  word  and  action;  but 
Antonio  quickly  saw  that  his  heart  was  ill  at  ease, 
and  he  questioned  him  on  the  subject. 

"  Alas !"  returned  Don  Vico,  "  to  be  candid,  my 
tenderest  affections,  and  every  emotion  of  my 
soul,  were  in  the  possession  of  Donna  Lucilla, 
but  dare  I  now  have  the  presumption  to  lift  my 
eves  to  the  acknowledged  daughter  of  my  sove- 
reign. No,  I  feel  convinced  that  my  passion  is 
hopeless,  and  that  I  must  seek  to  bury  my  disap- 
pointment and  my  pangs  in  some  distant  retire- 
ment, far  remote  from  the  royal  habitation  of  my 
adored  love. 

It  should  be  remarked  here,  that  according  to 
the  king's  aiTangements,  neither  the  duke  nor  any 
of  his  family  were  to  have  pretensions  (in  public) 
as  relatives  to  the  fair  Lucilla,  for  the  reasons 
which  have  been  assigned;  and  even  Carlos  and 
Gillette  were  to  be  kept  in  ignorance  of  her  birth 
on  the  maternal  side.  As  such,  Antonio  could  not 
promise  the  naming  of  such  a  subject  to  Lucilla, 
but  he  mentioned  it  to  the  duke,  who  had  long 
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been  well  assured  that  our  heroine  was  recipro- 
cally attached  to  Don  Vico,  but  he  was  fearful 
that  the  family  had  become  somewhat  obnoxiou;^ 
to  Pliili]^,  on  account  of  the  disobedience  of  Don 
Gracia  de  Toledo,  who  still  remained  abroad  with 
his  wife,  the  sister  of  Don  Vico ;  nevertheless,  he 
resolved  to  take  advantage  of  a  favourable  moment 
to  tiy  the  sentiments  of  the  king  upon  this  im- 
portant subject.  And  it  so  happened,  that  shortly 
after  he  had  determined  upon  this,  Philip  himself 
made  its  introduction  easy,  by  remarking  to  the 
duke,  that  Donna  Lucilla  appeared  exti-emely  de- 
jected, and  that  he  was  apprehensive  that  she  either 
mourned  the  illegitimacy  of  her  biith,  or  else 
brooded  over  her  mother's  wrongs.  The  duke  gave  it 
as  his  opinion,  that  her  melancholy  proceeded  from 
another  source,  and  then  ventiued  to  state  his 
reasons,  conveying  a  hint,  at  the  same  time,  con- 
cerning Don  Vico's  unhappiness,  exemplifying 
his  remarks  by  several  encomiums  on  the  virtues 
and  cavalier-like  accomplishments  of  that  young 
nobleman. 

The  king  paid  the  most  polite  attention  to  what 
the  duke  was  saying,  and  when  he  paused,  ex- 
claimed, "  We  have  been  rather  unfortimate,  my 
dear  duke,  in  attempting  to  promote  unions  of 
this  sort.    First,  we  were  excessively  disappointed 

VOL.  II.  p 
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in  our  views  by  Don  Gracia  de  Toledo  refusing  to 
accept  of  the  hand  of  the  beautiful  Countess  of 
Cheaumont ;  secondly,  we  cherished  the  pleasing 
idea  of  bestowing  the  fair  hand  of  our  amiable 
daughter,  Donna  Lucilla,  on  your  distinguished 
and  heroic   son — here,  too,  we  also  failed  in  our 

design;  and  now ,"  the  duke  fixed  his  eyes  on 

Philip  with  some  anxiety — "  And  now,"  continued 
he,  "we  intend  to  leave  people  to  make  their  own 
choice." 

The  king's  insinuation  could  not  be  misunder- 
stood; the  duke  was  equally  siurprised  and  de- 
lighted. 

"  Ah,  sire !"  he  replied,  ^*  surely  Don  Vico  will 
expire  with  joy  at  this  mark  of  the  royal  favour." 

"  Pshaw!  my  dear  duke,"  exclaimed  Philip, 
smiling,  "  the  passions  of  men  are  not  so  vehe- 
ment as  to  die  fi'om  the  effects  of  such  a  pleasant 
disorder ;  however,  conduct  the  young  lover  hither, 
and  in  the  interim,  I  will  seek  an  interview  with 
Donna  Lucilla,  and  I  shall  then  be  a  judge  of  how 
far  your  suppositions  are  correct." 

The  duke  needed  not  a  second  bidding;  and 
the  king,  during  his  absence,  desired  the  atten- 
dance of  his  new-found  daughter.  Donna  Lucilla 
had,  too  truly,  lost  greatest  part  of  her  vivacity. 
Though   extremely   amiable,  she  was   naturally 
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ambitious,  and  she  had  overlooked  her  unlawful 
entrance  into  the  world  in  the  distinction  of  having 
found  a  parent  in  her  sovereign;  but  no  sooner 
was  the  pleasure  resulting  from  this  circumstance 
abated,  and  she  became  familiarized  to  the  pomp 
of  a  court,  ere  the  dictates  of  love  resumed  their 
original  supremacy,  and  her  sumptuous  robes  pre- 
sently concealed  an  aching  heart;  intellectual 
satisfactions  had  fled,  and  princely  honours  had 
mari'ed  her  peace.  Antonio  kept  a  ceremonious 
distance — the  duke  treated  her  with  profound  re- 
spect— the  duchess  seemed  to  wish  to  forget  that 
she  was  the  child  of  her  sister — and  Don  Vico  pre- 
sumed not  to  interfere  with  her  grandeur;  in  short, 
Lucilla  wept  her  simple  comforts  lost,  and  though 
she  dearly  loved  her  father,  yet  she  felt  that  the 
fi-eedom  of  her  mind  was  fettered;  that  genuine 
friendship  and  love  were  awed  by  her  high  station 
from  approaching  too  neai*;  and  that  she  in  future 
must  be  content  with  the  cold  etiquette  of  illus- 
trious indifference.  With  a  sigh  of  regret,  and  a 
tear  in  her  eye,  she  followed  the  messenger,  and 
entered  the  apartment  of  his  majesty. 

"  My  child,"  said  Philip,  embracing  her,  "  I  am 
shocked  at  your  languid  appearance ;  entrust  me 
with  your  thoughts,  and  do  not  sufi'er  a  false  deli- 
cacy to  undermine  your  health." 
p2 
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Liicilla  withdrew  herself  from  the  king's  arms, 
and,  bending  her  gaze  upon  the  ground,  remained 
silent  and  unhappy. 

"  Ah !  I  guess  the  secret,"  said  the  king,  wish- 
ing to  give  her  ideas  a  less  serious  turn,  and 
negligently  leaning  his  elbow  on  the  back  of  a 
settee ;  "  methinks  the  restraints  of  our  daughter's 
situation  are  somewhat  irksome  to  her  feelings;  she 
therefore  wants  a  tender,  animated  companion,  of 
reciprocal  sentiments,  of  brilliant  parts,  and  cap- 
tivating manners,  whose  affections  would  soothe 
her  chagrin,  whose  vigilance  would  guard  her 
happiness,  and  whose  virtues  would  command  her 
unbounded  confidence  and  love." 

"  The  king  has  hit  it,"  thought  she,  and  her  fea- 
tures brightened,  but  she  made  no  reply ;  and  he 
continued:  "  we  know  of  several  princely  youths, 
either  of  whom  will  be  proud  to  accept  the  hand 
of  so  beautiful  a  fair;"  and  here  he  mentioned  two 
or  three.  "  You  can  make  your  choice  of  these, 
and  we  will  then  open  the  negotiation." 

Lucilla  started  with  dismay.  "  Let  me  beseech 
your  majesty  to  waive  a  project  so  uncongenial  to 
my  present  state  of  mind,  and  in  which  my  feel- 
ings can  never  concur." 

"  Ha !  is  an  illustrious  consort  so  repugnant  to 
your  sensibility,  so  foreign  to  your  wishes.^" 
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Here  the  eutrance  of  the  Duke  of  Ai'anda, 
accompanied  by  Don  Vico,  interrupted  Pliilip. 
Don  Vico  thi'cw  himself  at  the  king's  feet;  then 
rising,  made  a  profound  obeisance  to  our  heroine, 
who,  though  nearly  sinking  with  confusion  and 
astonishment,  discerned  the  peculiar  reverence  of 
his  conduct  towards  her,  and  her  warm  heart,  mor- 
tified and  woimded,  would  not  acknowledge  the 
ceremonious  salutation. 

^'  Oh,  woidd  that  I  were  again  a  mountain  maid !" 
she  inwardly  exclaimed,  "  hanging  on  the  arm  of 
his  reverence,  and  listening  to  the  heroic  deeds  of 
my  dear  Antonio,  or  to  the  humorous  exploits  of 
Caiios,  and  the  tender  language  of  Gillette,  diver- 
sified by  the  celebrated  manoeuvres  of  old  Bastro 
and  his  wife  Una.  I  was  then  hapjDy  and  cheerful, 
unconscious  of  a  painful  thought — but  now,  for- 
sooth, I  must  sit,  stand,  and  walk  by  rule,  ar- 
rayed in  robes  as  grotesque  and  burthensome  as 
a  priest's  habit  in  the  temple  of  Maliomet." 

In  the  meantime,  the  king,  after  speaking  aside 
to  the  Duke  of  Aranda,  thus  addressed  Don  Vico: 

"  If  there  be  any  crime,  misdemeanour,  or  in- 
justice, Don  Vico,  of  which  thou  hast  been  guilty 
towards  the  state,  we  would  have  you  confess  the 
ignoble  fact,  that  a  proper  punishment  may  be 
awarded  to  your  audacity." 
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Don  Mco  stared  in  surprise,  and  declared  that 
he  was  innocent  of  any  wrong  towards  his  majesty's 
government. 

"  But  there  are  other  faults/'  replied  Philip, 
"  which,  though  less  heinous,  well  deserve  the  in- 
fliction of  a  penalty.  Man  is  prone  to  woman, 
but  he  is  by  nature  fickle  and  inconstant;  there- 
fore, if  your  heart  accuses  you  of  a  breach  of  faith, 
with  violated  vows  to  some  injured  fair,  let  the 
hand  of  this  imperious  lady  (and  Philip  now  joined 
the  hands  of  the  amazed  Lucilla  and  equally 
astonished  Don  Vico)  revenge  the  deed,  and  in 
future  confine  your  roving  inclinations  within  the 
adamantine  fetters  of  Hymen." 

Influenced  by  mutual  impressions  and  mutual 
desires,  the  grateful  pair  prostrated  themselves 
before  the  monarch,  who,  conferring  on  them  his 
benediction,  exclaimed,  whilst  his  eye  glistened — 

"  I  either  have  not  lived  till  now,  or  else  there 
is  something  so  beautiful  in  virtue  that  involun- 
tarily moves  the  sternest  breast." 

The  duke's  return  was  too  early  for  the  king's 
views;  but  to  one  so  well  acquainted -with  the 
human  mind,  the  countenance  of  each  sufficiently 
revealed  to  him  their  reciprocal  attachment,  inde- 
pendent of  the  information  which  he  had  received 
from  that  nobleman  on  the  subject. 
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The  marriage  was  immediately  solemnized,  and 
was  followed  by  splendid  tournaments  and  bull- 
fights ;  and  as  usual,  Antonio  sm-passed  his  com- 
petitors in  the  valour  and  skill  of  these  games ; 
but  in  the  midst  of  the  amusements,  a  circum- 
stance occurred  that  suspended  for  that  day  the 
national  sports. 

Riaza  had  arrived  at  Madrid,  and  hearing  that 
the  marquis  was  banished  from  court,  and  not 
kno^^ing  whither  he  was  gone,  he  joined  a  gang 
of  plunderers,  and  had  the  audacity  to  rob  a  lady 
of  a  very  valuable  jewel,  as  she  sat  observing  the 
various  diversions  in  the  cu'cus.  A  man  in  the 
service  of  a  nobleman  present,  and  who  had  for- 
meriy  known  Riaza,  beheld  the  theft,  and  gave 
the  alarm.  Riaza  was  seized  ere  he  could  effect 
his  escape,  and  put  into  confinement;  but  the 
confusion  through  his  means  became  so  great 
as  to  make  it  necessary  for  the  company  to 
retire. 

Antonio,  by  dint  of  inquiry',  soon  discovered 
that  the  v\Tetch  who  had  stolen  the  jewel  was  that 
very  Riaza  whose  crimes  were  of  so  black  a 
nature.  Philip  was  informed  of  his  identity,  and 
he  was  accordingly  arraigned,  found  guilt}-  of 
enormous  offences,  and  broken  upon  the  wheel — 
an  awful  example  for  those  who  misapply  theii* 
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talents,  and  who,  by  a  series  of  crimes,  challenge 
the  rigour  of  the  offended  laws. 

The  Duke  of  Aranda,  after  the  children  of  his 
heart  had  retired  to  their  respective  palaces,  took 
up  his  residence  on  a  beautiful  estate  a  short  dis- 
tance from  Madrid.  Here  the  company  of  his 
charming  wife  gave  hilarity  to  the  scene ;  while 
Pedro  and  Gillette  protested,  that  since  the  mis- 
fortunes of  their  darlings  had  terminated  so  hap- 
pily, they  had  nothing  more  to  wish  for  in  this 
world  than  the  jDleasure  of  seeing  their  beauteous 
ofispring  smiling  among  the  fairy  views  of  the 
Aranda  Palace. 
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Scarcely,  however,  were  the  hero  aud  heroine 
of  our  tale  settled  in  their  new  habitation,  ere  a 
most  momentous  event  required  the  active  ser- 
vices of  the  former.  Don  Sebastian,  King  of 
Portugal,  had  lost  his  life  in  a  fruidess  expedition 
against  the  Moors,  and  was  succeeded  in  the 
throne  by  his  great  uncle,  an  aged  priest,  who  ex- 
pired after  enjoying  the  regal  sceptic  about  a 
year.  At  his  demise,  four  comj^etitors  claimed 
the  succession,  all  gi-andchildren  of  Emanuel  the 
Great,  the  father  of  the  late  Henry :  of  those  the 
King  of  Spain  was  one.  Philip,  ever  tenacious 
of  his  privileges,  maintained  his  superiority  over 
the  other  claimants;  although,  according  to  the 
degrees  of  consanguinity,  the  Duchess  of  Bra- 
p  3 
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ganza  was  equal  to  him  in  this  respect ;  but  her 
sex  was  a  sufficient  excuse  to  justify  his  preten- 
sions, and  he  therefore  published  a  manifesto  to 
that  effect,  declaring  that,  if  he  were  not  reco- 
gnised as  the  sovereign  of  Portugal,  he  should 
support  his  title  to  the  crown  by  force  of  arms. 
This  threat,  though  it  deterred  the  others  from 
engaging  with  so  powerful  a  pretender,  had  not 
the  same  effect  upon  Don  Antonio,  Prior  of 
Crato,  who,  fixing  all  his  hopes  of  success  on  the 
known  aversion  of  the  Portuguese  to  the  Spanish 
government,  erected  his  standard,  and  was  shortly 
proclaimed  king  by  the  citizens  of  Lisbon. 

Philip  immediately  resolved  to  send  a  large 
army  to  invade  Portugal:  for  this  reason,  our 
hero  was  summoned  to  assist  in  so  glorious  an 
enterprise ;  but  as  he  was  too  young  to  take  the 
command  of  so  prodigious  a  body  of  soldiers,  the 
king  was  at  a  loss  on  whom  to  confer  so  high  a 
dignity.  Whilst  he  yet  hesitated,  our  hero  ven- 
tured to  name  the  Duke  of  Alva,  who  was  still 
confined  in  the  Castle  of  Uzeda,  as  the  only 
person  whose  experience  and  abilities  were  equal 
to  so  important  a  trust.  Contrary  to  his  expecta- 
tions, Philip  received  his  opinion  with  compla- 
cency and  approbation;  and  after  a  little  reflec- 
tion, he  signed  an  order  for  his  release,  and  com- 
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mitting  his  instructions  to  paper,  he  despatched 
them  both  to  the  castle  of  Uzeda. '^ 

The  Duke  of  Alva,  though  advanced  in  years, 
and  after  a  confinement  of  a  long  period,  for  an 
offence  of  which  he  was  not  the  author,  to  oblige 
his  sovereign,  readily  entered  upon  the  perilous 
duty,  and,  at  the  head  of  forty  thousand  brave 
waiTiors,  proceeded  towards  Portugal. 

The  Prior  of  Crato,  with  a  vast  body  of  men, 
awaited  their  approach  within  a  few  miles  of  the 
capital;  and  in  answer  to  a  message  from  the 
duke,  as  to  whether  he  would  lay  down  his  arms 
and  submit  to  his  sovereign,  Philip  of  Spain — 

"  Tell  your  haughty  master,"  said  he,  "  that  I 
equally  despise  his  authority  and  his  power,  and 
that  I  will  defend  my  right  to  the  crown  of  Por- 
tugal to  the  last  moment  of  my  existence." 

The  Duke  of  Alva  now  put  his  men  in  order  of 
battle,  and,  in  a  speech  of  some  length,  animated 
them  to  exertion.  *'  I  feel  convinced,"  he  ex- 
claimed, "  that  you  will  not  forfeit  your  claim  to 
the  appellation  of  brave  men,  by  allowing  an 
usui-per  to  deck  his  brows  with  the  laurels  of  vic- 
tory.    Weigh  for  a  moment  the  importance  of 


*  The  Duke  of  Alva  invaded  Portugal  with  a  great  army, 
and  united  that  kingdom  to  the  dominions  of  Spain  in  1530. 
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this  enteriDrise,  the  success  of  which  depends  on 
your  strength,  on  your  courage,  and  on  your 
attachment  to  the  cause  of  Sj^ain.  By  conquering 
Portugal,  and  annexing  its  rich  possessions  to 
your  own  dominions,  you  will  not  only  award 
justice  to  your  sovereign,  but  you  will  promote 
the  prosperity  of  your  country,  and  advance  your 
own  consequence.  Distant  states  will  tremble  at 
your  name,  your  countrymen  will  revere  your 
abilities,  and,  like  the  ancient  Romans,  your 
valour  will  be  recorded  in  history  as  something 
godlike." 

The  soldiers  answered  the  address  of  their 
general  by  loud  acclamations,  and  commenced 
the  attack  with  all  the  advantages  of  steady 
courage  and  cool  determination.  Their  intre- 
pidity soon  embarrassed  the  enemy  and  chilled 
their  hopes,  and  a  considerable  degi'ee  of  disorder 
was  visible  among  some  of  the  troops.  In  the 
midst  of  the  engagement,  our  hero  observed  a 
young  soldier  advance  to  the  encounter  with  all 
the  skill  and  bravery  of  the  most  celebrated 
veteran,  and,  in  spite  of  the  helmet  that  partly 
concealed  his  face,  he  recognised  Don  Gracia  de 
Toledo.  Though  extremely  surprised  at  this  dis- 
covery, time  was  now  too  critical  to  be  occuj^ied 
with   explanations,  and  he  could  only  inwardly 
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admire  the  vigour  and  force  with  ^^hich  he  charged 
the  foe,  overlooking  his  own  ilhistrious  actions, 
which  on  this  occasion  exceeded  any  former 
period.  His  example  and  his  ardoui*,  imited  to  his 
high  station,  made  the  most  lively  impressions  on 
the  hearts  of  those  he  commanded,  and  they 
fought  with  equal  fury  and  success.  The  Prior 
of  Crato  exi^erienced  a  total  defeat;  he  fled  from 
the  face  of  his  adversaries,  leaving  above  three 
thousand  slain  upon  the  field. 

As  soon  as  the  fortune  of  the  day  was  decided, 
the  Duke  of  Alva  acknowledged,  with  admiration, 
the  brilliant  achievements  of  our  hero,  whose 
military  talents,  fi'om  his  first  career,  had  been 
the  subject  of  his  just  praises.  The  duke,  though 
confined  to  the  castle  of  Uzcda,  had  not  been 
kept  in  ignorance  of  the  various  events  so  closely 
connected  with  the  destiny  of  our  hero ;  they  had 
been  communicated  to  him  by  the  Duchess  of 
Alva,  who,  as  well  as  her  husband,  was  most 
happy  that  his  prospects  had  become  so  splendid. 

The  duke  now  marched  his  triumphant  troops 
towards  Lisbon ;  but  the  opposition  which  he 
expected  from  that  quarter  was  happily  obviated 
by  the  citizens,  who  immediately  ojiened  the 
gates  of  the  capital,  and  submitted  to  the  autho- 
rity of  the  victors.     Antonio  took  advantage  of 
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the  first  tranquil  moment  to  seek  an  interview 
with  Don  Gracia,  but  it  is  impossible  to  explain 
the  satisfaction  of  that  young  nobleman,  when 
he  once  more  embraced  one  whom  he  sincerely 
esteemed. 

"  You  have  heard,"  said  he,  "  of  course,  of  the 
manner  in  which  I  escaped  from  Uzeda  ?  With 
much  difficulty  I  prevailed  on  my  charming  cousin 
to  be  mine ;  and  fearful  of  the  consequences  that 
were  likely  to  follow,  I  fled  with  her  to  France, 
intending  to  reside  there  till  circumstances  ren- 
dered it  safe  for  us  to  return  to  Spain. 

"After  we  had  been  some  time  in  France,  I 
ventured  to  write  to  the  Duchess  of  Alva;  her 
answer  shocked  my  feelings,  as  she  informed  me 
that  Philip,  in  revenge  for  my  faults,  had  doomed 
my  beloved  father  to  the  same  prison  from  whence 
I  had  so  recently  escaped.  My  distraction,  though 
great,  I  knew  was  unavailing,  as  I  was  aware  that 
no  exertions  on  my  part  would  revoke  the  sen- 
tence that  had  roused  me,  in  some  measure,  from 
my  dream  of  pleasure.  However,  my  affliction 
was  shortly  soothed  by  the  knowledge  that  Philip 
contemplated  the  invasion  of  Portugal,  and  that 
he  had  done  justice  to  my  father's  distinguished 
abilities  as  a  warrior  and  faithful  servant,  by 
appointing  him   general   of   all  the  forces.     A 
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scheme  crossed  my  mind  at  tlie  time,  and  I  made 
it  tnown  to  the  lovely  partner  of  my  fortunes : 
she  was  too  exalted  not  to  approve  of  that  which 
was  likely  to  remedy  the  evils  resulting  from  my 
imprudence.  I  therefore  tore  myself  fi'om  her 
arms,  and  quickly  amved  in  Spain,  and,  in  dis- 
guise, and  under  a  fictitious  name,  enrolled  my- 
self as  a  volunteer  among  the  troops  going  to 
Portugal.  That  my  services  on  this  important 
occasion  will  soften  the  king's  displeasure,  and 
restore  me  to  my  father's  confidence,  is  what  I 
am  willing  to  believe ;  but  I  do  not  intend  to  dis- 
cover myself  till  the  fate  of  this  kingdom  is  fully 
decided,  as  on  its  conquest  depends  the  success 
of  my  project.  Our  hero  assured  Don  Gracia 
that  he  would  use  all  his  interest  to  restore  him 
to  the  favour  of  the  king,  if  his  own  endeavours 
had  not  the  effect  he  wished  or  expected.  "  But 
in  regard  to  the  Duke  of  Alva,"  he  added,  "  I 
feel  convinced  that  his  fatherly  affections  will 
prevail  over  his  resentment,  and  that  a  recon- 
ciliation will  immediately  follow  your  solicitations 
to  that  effect." 

After  some  further  remarks  upon  that  and  other 
subjects,  they  separated ;  but  in  a  few  weeks  they 
were  again  compelled  to  display  their  courage  in 
another  desperate  conflict.     The  Prior  of  Crato, 
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though  weakened  in  his  resources  by  the  late 
defeat,  was  not  disheartened,  and  he  speedily 
collected  a  tumultuous  body  of  troops,  whose 
numbers  and  valour,  he  flattered  himself,  would 
yet  seat  him  on  the  throne.  The  Duke  of  Alva 
received  intelligence  of  their  route,  and  leaving  a 
strong  garrison  to  protect  the  capital,  he  put  his 
troops  in  motion,  and  went  in  pursuit  of  the 
enemy.  Near  the  river  Douro,  the  prior  and  his 
followers  were  at  length  descried ;  and  scarcely 
had  the  duke  given  the  signal  for  his  men  to  halt, 
ere  they  began  the  attack ;  but  the  heroes  with 
whom  they  had  to  engage  quickly  punished  their 
temerity,  and  in  a  few  minutes  hundreds  of  the 
unhappy  Portuguese  were  stretched  lifeless  on 
the  sanguinary  field.  Apprehensions  of  the  most 
direful  nature  began  to  torture  the  breast  of  the 
Prior  of  Crato ;  his  men,  though  brave,  and  wil- 
ling to  obey  their  leaders,  were  undisciplined,  and 
unaccustomed  to  the  finesse  and  skilful  action  of 
war,  and  every  moment  discovered  their  inability 
to  contend  with  veterans  of  the  highest  military 
talents.  In  short,  the  Spaniards  triumphed,  and 
the  prior,  with  a  few  of  his  men,  was  again 
obliged  to  seek  safety  in  flight.*     His  cause  was 

*  Philip  afterwards  set  a  price  upon  his  head,  but  he  hap- 
pily escaped  to  France,  and  thus  avoided  the  vengeance  of 
his  powerful  adversary. 
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now  hopeless ;  Philip  was  proclaimed  the  lawful 
sovereign  of  Portugal,  and  its  people  were  obliged 
to  transfer  their  allegiance  from  the  illustrious 
house  of  Braganza  to  that  of  Austria. 

The  success  of  this  expedition  animated  the 
duke ;  and  when  his  son,  Don  Gracia,  api^eaied 
before  him  to  solicit  his  pardon,  he  could  not 
resist  the  tender  feelings  of  a  parent,  more  particu- 
larly on  finding  that  he  had  left  the  woman  he 
adored,  with  a  view  to  unite  his  abilities  with 
those  of  his  countrymen  on  the  present  occasion. 

But  the  duke,  though  he  consented  to  be  recon- 
ciled to  his  son,  was  exceedingly  doubtful  as  to 
whether  Philip  would  ever  be  inclined  to  overlook 
his  rash  disobedience.  However,  he  resolved  to 
try  his  himiour  at  a  moment  when  it  might  be 
supposed  that  his  heart  would  acknowledge  the 
genial  emotions  of  fiiendsliip  and  pleasure,  for  he 
considered  that  the  acquisition  of  a  kingdom  was 
more  likely  to  inlluence  his  feelings  in  favour  of 
his  son  than  any  event  of  a  less  political  nature. 
Such,  likewise,  were  the  hojDcs  and  sentiments  of 
Don  Gracia,  and  the  sequel  j^roved  that  Hope  in 
tliis  instance  did  not  deceive  her  votaries. 

As  oui'  hero's  services  were  no  longer  required 
in  Portugal,  he  prepared  to  return  to  Madrid. 
The  duke  took  advantage  of  this  circumstance,  and 
entrusted  the  letters  intended  for  Phihp  to  his 
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care.  Our  hero  was  pleased  with  the  mission,  and 
after  taking  a  very  friendly  leave  of  the  duke  and 
Don  Gracia,  he  hastened  to  that  beloved  country 
that  contained  his  principal  enjoyments. 

Philip  received  him  with  the  greatest  cordiality, 
embraced  him,  and  tendered  his  thanks  for  his 
exertions.  He  then  opened  the  epistles,  wdiich  he 
perused  with  great  earnestness.  When  he  had 
finished,  he  extolled  the  talents  and  fidelity  of  the 
Duke  of  Alva. 

"  We  cannot  be  insensible,"  said  he,  "  to  the  ex- 
traordinary merits  of  that  nobleman,  or  to  his 
affliction  as  a  father ;  but,  as  far  as  we  are  concerned, 
his  declining  years  henceforth  shall  be  cheered 
with  the  knowledge  that  himself  and  his  offending 
son  are  restored  to  the  favour  of  their  sovereign." 

Antonio  expressed  his  satisfaction  at  this  con- 
descending assurance,  and  as  soon  as  he  had 
answered  all  the  king's  questions,  both  of  a  public 
and  private  nature,  he  left  his  presence,  and  imme- 
diately TNTote  a  few  lines  to  Don  Gracia,  giving 
him  an  account  of  the  inteniew,  and  congratu- 
lating him  on  the  happy  change  that  had  taken 
place  in  the  mind  of  his  sovereign. 

Having  thus  satisfied  the  claims  of  fiiendship, 
he  made  all  possible  haste  to  reach  his  own  home. 
No  foreboding  chilled  the  ardour  of  his  hopes, 
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and  with  a  cloudless  brow,  and  a  heait  glowing 
with  the  warmest  attachment,  he  clasped  once 
more  his  beloved  -Leonora  to  his  breast.  After 
the  first  flow  of  delight  was  over,  our  hero  in- 
formed her  of  all  those  important  events  wliich 
had  occurred  during  his  absence. 

"  Oh ! "  exclaimed  Leonora,  "  how  pleasing  it 
is  to  hear  of  the  welfare  of  our  friends,  and  the 
prosperity  of  our  country.  I  am,  too,  most  happy 
to  hear  that  the  king  has  pardoned  Don  Gracia. 
This  circumstance  will  give  a  sensible  satisfaction 
to  Don  Vico,  as  he  will  soon  have  the  pleasiue  of 
seeing  his  beloved  sister  restored  to  the  dear 
society  of  her  kindred." 

A  few  days  after  Antonio's  return,  he  met  Don 
Cersantes,  who  was  already  acquainted  with  his 
prospects  in  life,  and  who  now  congiatulated  him 
on  the  success  that  had  attended  his  arms  in 
Portugal. 

"  The  heart  of  a  warrior,"  said  he,  "  can  only 
be  read  by  a  warrior.  I  was  mortified  and  dis- 
tressed that  I  was  incapacitated  from  joining  my 
brave  countrymen  in  such  a  glorious  enterprise ; 
to  divert  my  chagrin,  however,  I  turned  author, 
and  have  completed  a  work  which  I  shall  beg  to 
submit  to  your  inspection." 

Our  hero  inquired  the  title.  "  Don  Quixote," 
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returned  Cervantes,  and  immediately  drew  it  from 
beneath  his  cloak.  Antonio  took  the  manuscript, 
and  turned  over  a  few  leaves.  "  Ah  ! "  he  ex- 
claimed, smiling,  "  you  should  not  have  written 
such  a  work  as  this  till  I  was  grown  grey." 

"  I  comprehend  the  hint,"  replied  Don  Cer- 
vantes ;  "  but  you  are  married." 

"  Thank  heaven  I  am ; — but  what  has  that  to  do 
with  the  subject  ?" 

"  It  tends  to  the  same  point — honour  keeps  you 
under  the  restraints  now,  which  old  age  would  at 
some  future  period.  Most  true,  the  sage  enj  oyments 
of  a  maiTiedlife  should  have  nought  to  do  with  the 
wild  gallantries  of  intemperate  youth,  or,  in  other 
words,  with  the  knight-eiTantiy  of  the  present 
age." 

Our  hero,  justly  approving  of  so  admirable  a 
comjDosition,  patronized  it,  and  became  the  bene- 
factor and  steady  friend  of  Don  Cervantes. 

The  long  mental  sufferings  of  the  Duke  of 
Aranda  had  so  far  weakened  his  constitution  as 
to  confine  him  greatly  at  home ;  but  the  powers 
of  his  mind  were  still  in  their  full  vigour,  and 
though  he  did  not  attend  the  expedition  into  Por- 
tugal, yet  he  gave  a  splendid  fete,  shortly  after  our 
hero's  return,  in  commemoration  of  that  event. 
The  lovely  Lucilla  and  her  consort  were  present  on 
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this  occasion,  together  witli  all  those  who  were 
ill  any  way  connected  with  the  duke,  either  by  the 
ties  of  consanguinity  or  friendship. 

The  king,  fr-om  affection  to  his  charming 
daughter,  had  confeiTcd  on  Don  Vico  the  order  of 
the  Golden  Fleece,  and  had  likewise  advanced 
him  to  one  of  the  most  distinguished  honours  of 
the  state.  He  had  also  been  equally  liberal  to 
our  hero,  whose  dress  displayed  a  magnificent 
sword,  blazing  with  diamonds,  the  late  gift  of  his 
sovereign,  as  a  just  reward  for  his  many  eminent 
senices. 

The  duke  lived  some  years  after  the  subjugation 
of  Portugal,  surrounded  by  his  family  and  a  vast 
number  of  admiring  friends,  the  favourite  of  his 
sovereign,  to  whose  person  and  government,  agree- 
ably to  his  Oath  of  Allegiance,  he  remained  to  the 
end  of  his  days  most  devotedly  attached;  and 
owing  to  his  humanity  and  happy  influence,  many 
miserable  victims  were  saved  from  an  ignominious 
death;  for  Philip,  notwithstanding  his  newly- 
awakened  affections,  and  his  now  declining  health, 
continued  to  pui'sue  and  to  persecute,  with  unre- 
lenting rigour,  his  Protestant  subjects,  and  to 
punish,  according  to  the  doctrines  of  the  Holy 
See,  the  apostate  Catholic. 

He  survived  the  noble-minded  duke  but  a  few 
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months,  and  on  his  death-bed  reflected  with  the 
deepest  remorse  on  the  many  vahiable  lives  he 
had  sacrificed — he  who  had  recognised  no  right, 
acknowledged  no  law,  save  his  own  dark  bigotry 
and  inexorable  vengeance.  He  pointed  out  to 
his  children  the  vanity  of  all  human  grandeur,  the 
atrocious  cruelty  of  religious  persecution,  and 
the  evident  superiority  of  a  mild  and  free  admi- 
nistration. 

Ordering  all  those  prisoners  to  be  released  that 
oppression  and  a  deadly  hatred  to  freedom  had 
thrown  into  the  dungeons  of  the  Inquisition,  and 
their  estates  to  be  restored,  he  expu-ed  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  1598,  on  the  thirteenth  of  September, 
in  the  seventy-second  year  of  his  age,  and  the 
forty- third  of  his  reign. 


THE    END. 
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